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NEWS SUMMARY 
THE WINNING DESIGN, and the designs placed second and 


third, in the architectural competition for the development of 


the site of St. Luke’s Church, Liverpool, are illustrated. p. 461 


THE MODIFICATIONS made by the Minister of Housing and 
Loval Government in the County of London Development Plan, 
and the LCC’s comments on the changes, are given on p. 474 


THE LCC’s GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE has 
recommended that the Ministry of Transport be told that the 
Council is prepared in principle to provide and operate public 
multi-storey garages in London, except in the City. p. 475 


“ THERE IS A ROMANTIC THEORY of leadership according 
to which the leader leads by going first. . . Leadership in 
management is getting things done through other people,” 
Professor Mace has told the Institute of Builders. p. 476 


THE AIM OF THE MINISTRY OF WORKS has now turned 
towards maintaining a high and stable volume of work for the 
building industry, Mr. Birch has stated. p. 477 


LARGE NATIONAL CONTRACTORS were praised for the 
speed at which they built houses by the chairman of Swindon’s 
housing committee on the occasion of the opening of the 3,000th 
house built by the Corporation since the war. p. 480 


FURTHER EXTRACTS from papers read at the RIBA’s recent 
Symposium on High Flats are given. p. 481 





THE LONDON DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


‘N the words of Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government: “ The preparation and adop- 
tion of this comprehensive design for the world’s greatest 
city is a significant event, which in years to come will be 
accorded a notable place in the pages of London’s history.” 
These words occur in the letter (published on another page 
of this issue) in which the Minister informs Mr. Fiske, 
Chairman of the Town Planning Committee of the London 
County Council, of his approval of the Plan, subject to 
certain modifications. 

With reference to the 7,000 objections which had to be 
considered by the Minister, it may be said that the Plan 
has come through its ordeal largely unscathed; although 
happily the strong objections by the residents of such dis- 
tricts as parts of Hampstead, Highgate, St. John’s Wood, 
Dulwich and Blackheath against proposed increased den- 
sities which would have destroyed their present residential 
character have been met. On the other hand, the modifica- 
tions and comments made by the Minister himself are of 
great significance, and his summing up of the fundamental 
planning problem could hardly be bettered: “ At the root 
of almost all London’s planning problems is the evil of 
congestion and its effects upon living, working and travel- 


ling conditions. The overcrowding of the residential dis- 
tricts, the scarcity of land for new house-building, the rush- 
hours, the traffic blocks, the long journeys to work, the lack 
of recreational facilities, the general strain on health and 
nerves, all these are due to a large extent to the concentra- 
tion in the Metropolis of so much activity of every kind.” 

The Minister notes, with satisfaction, that the declared 
policy of the LCC towards the solution of this problem is 
“the de-centralisation of industry and commerce, in cor- 
respondence with a reduction of the population,” but 
expresses the opinion that the Plan, as presented to him, 
did not sufficiently implement this policy. The Minister 
has therefore modified the Plan by reducing the areas 
allocated to industry and offices. The recognition by the 
Minister that “it is the enormous number of offices and 
workers which constitutes the greatest single cause of con- 
gestion ” is of particular importance. 

Another feature of the Plan which the Minister criticises 
is the inadequate provision of open spaces. He has not 
modified the Plan in this respect, but asks the LCC to con- 
sider the possibility of doing rather more than is now pro- 
posed. On the other hand, the Minister considers that 
the opportunity is being missed to provide a worthy setting 
for St. Paul’s Cathedral. He is discussing the matter with 
representatives of the LCC and City Corporation, and 
meanwhile has modified the Plan in such a way as not to 
preclude any changes in the treatment of this area which 
may be decided upon. It is not without interest that the 
Minister’s letter should have been made public on the same 
day that The Times published an appeai from the Dean 
of St. Paul’s for funds for the maintenance of the Cathedral. 

The above comments indicate that the Minister has 
summed up the main problems of “ a comprehensive design 
for the world’s greatest city” in a masterly manner and 
that the modifications he has made to the Plan are all to 
the good. On the other hand the problem of finance still 
remains and has not been solved by the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1954, because the extra grants provided for 
by that Act are offset by the increased compensation that 
will have to be paid by the Local Authority. The Minister 
is quite right when he states that “ One of the essential ele- 
ments in any policy of de-congestion is to ensure that the 
factory premises of industries, which decide to move out 
of London, are not immediately reoccupied by other firms 
coming into London from outside,” and that “the most 
effective way of tackling this problem is for the Council 
to purchase these works by agreement, as and when they 
become vacant;” but the trouble with reference to the 
latter statement is that often the vacant works cannot be 
purchased “ by agreement.” When compulsory purchase 
is involved or Section 19 is invoked by the owner, and 
either may apply not only to factory premises but also 
when conversion of residential property to offices is re- 
fused, the 1954 Act does not help. This is too complicated 
a problem to discuss here, at this moment, but one may at 
least express the hope that the Minister, having so ably 
indicated ‘“‘ the ends,” has also in mind that the Govern- 
ment is not unconcerned with “ the means.” 
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Notes of the Week 


US MUSEUM OF ARCHITECTURE 


N RS. Louise Mendelsohn, widow of 

Eric Mendelsohn, the distinguished 
American architect, is canvassing the 
idea of founding a Museum of Archi- 
tecture in the United States. The pur- 
pose of this would be to “inspire the 
students of all branches of art” and to 
‘“*awaken the people to a responsibility 
toward the planning of cities and their 
building.” The museum would include 
a hall for exhibitions, a library, a vault 
for “precious plans, drawings, sketches 
of architects from all over the world,” 
a gallery for a permanent display of 
building products, an auditorium, a 
workshop, and other features. 

Mrs. Mendelsohn invites our opinion 
of her proposal and the chances of its 
realisation. Presumably existing institu- 
tions in the United States do not suffi- 
ciently cover the objects in view, and if 
that is so the proposal would seem to 
deserve serious consideration. We are 
unable to say what financial and other 
support it would receive in this country, 
but it appears unlikely that any of our 
parallel institutions would be willing to 
part with original drawings of historical 
interest or importance except, perhaps, 
on loan, though they would no doubt be 
ready to afford facilities for the taking 
of photostatic copies. Mrs. Mendelsohn, 
who writes from 2304a Leavenworth- 
street, San Francisco 11, California, 
would be glad to hear from anyone in 
this country who may be interested in 
her project. 


BATH ABBEY WINDOW 


THE Great East Window of Bath 
Abbey, which was shattered in the raids 
of 1942, has now been repaired and 
refixed. The window was unveiled and 
re-dedicated at morning service (11 am), 
on March 13. 

In the absence of the Bishop of Bath 
and Wells, whose doctor has ordered 
complete rest, Bishop E. W. Mowll dedi- 
cated the window and preached. 

The seven-light window, which is 
exceptionally large, containing 817 super- 
ficial feet of glass, consists of 56 small 
pictures illustrating the life of our Lord, 
with figures of evangelists and apostles 
in the tracery and the Arms of the 
Abbey, and the City of Bath occupying 
the spandrils of the square-headed win- 
dow—a most unusual feature. 

It dates from 1873 when it was 
designed by Alfred Bell, of the original 
firm of Clayton and Bell whose finest 
piece of work it has always been con- 
sidered to be. The richly coloured 
tapestry-like effect of the whole, together 
with the excellent design of the individual 
subjects, was perfectly suited to the archi- 
tectural style of Bath Abbey, but it was 
feared, and, indeed, for a long time said, 
that the damage was too severe for repair 
to be possible. 

Eventually, however, the Abbey 
authorities secured the interest of the 
great-grandson of the original artist, Mr. 
M. C. Farrar Bell, who agreed to try to 
piece together the scattered fragments of 
glass and to deduce from the twisted lead 
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remains what the design had been. He 
has succeeded quite wonderfully and has 
achieved a remarkable piece of restora- 
tion. There is some 50 per cent. of new 
glass but this is quite indistinguishable 
from the old, while in its general design 
and feeling the new window appears to 
follow the old exactly. 

The architect for the exterior restora- 
tion of the church, Mr. Oswald Brak- 
spear, ARIBA, and the architect for the 
general maintenance and interior repairs, 
Mr. F. W. Beresford Smith, ARIBA, 
have been concerned in the work, for a 
good deal of damage to the stonework 
of the window, both inside and out, has 
had to be repaired. The contractors, 
Messrs. Hayward and Wooster, Ltd., are 
a well-known firm of Bath builders, who 
have long been associated with work at 
the Abbey and other churches in the 
West Country. 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, MARCH 21 
RoyaL Society oF ArtTs.—‘‘ The Mechanical 
Properties of Metals,’’ by Professor E. da C. 
Andrade, FRS. RSA, John Adam-st., WC2. 6 p.m. 
AA (STUDENTS’ COMMITTEE).—‘‘ The Soho Pro- 
ject,’’ by Mr. G. A. Jellicoe. 34, Bedford-sq., WC1. 


7.30 p.m. 
INCORPORATED INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DECORATORS 
AND INTERIOR DESIGNERS.—** Design as a Professional 
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Problem,’’ by Mr. John Farleigh, CBE. RSA, John 


Adam-st., WC2. 7.30 p.m 
ROYAL INSTITUTE OF PAINTERS IN WATER CoLours, 
—143rd Exhibition. 195, Piccadilly, Wl. 10 am. 
p.m. Continuing open until April 29. 
EccLesioLoacicaL Society.—AGM. 2, Bloomsbury. 
sq., WCl. 6 p.m. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 22 


RIBA.—‘* Comparisons in Modern Structural 
Steelwork,”” by Professor W. Fisher Cassie. 66, 
Portland-pl., Wl. 6 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Informal discussion 
on builder, quantity surveyor and architect. 34, 
Bedford-sq., WC1l. 6.15 p.m. 

AA SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE.—Exhibition of work 
of Tropical Department students. 34, dford-sq., 
WCl1. Continuing until March 24. 

RICS.—‘*‘ Value as a Factor in Planning.’’ by Mr, 
W. K. Shepherd, FRICS. 12, Great George-st., 
SWI. 5.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS.—Licentiate Discussion 
Club: A_ discussion between members and groups 
representing architects and chartered surveyors. 48, 
Bedford-sq., WC1. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23 

MoDULAR SocieTty.—‘‘ Modular Co-ordination 
Research—The Emerging Pattern,’’ by Mr. > a 
Allen, ARIBA. RSA, John Adam-st., WC2. 7.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS.—‘* The Effect of Post-war 
School Design Upon Building Constructional 
Methods and Costs,’’ by Mr. S. Johnson-Marshall, 
ARIBA. 48, Bedford-sqg., WC1. 4.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 24 


INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.— 
“* Development of the Elastic Theory of Continuous 


6.30 p.m. (members only). 


Frames,’’ by Dr. E. H. Bateman. 11, Upper 
Belgrave-st., SWI. 6 p.m. 
INSTITUTE OF FUEL.—Two papers by Messrs, 


W. F. B. Shaw and J. W. McHugo on the Develop- 
ment and Use of the Calorimeter Building at Green- 
wich Fuel Research Station. Institution of Civil 
5.30 p.m. 


Engineers, Great George-st., SW1. 


CHURCH HOUSE, DIOCESE OF LIVERPOOL: Shown here is a perspective 
of the winning design by Mr. D..G. MacConville, ARIBA, in the competition pro- 


moted by the Liverpool Diocesan Reorganisation Committee. 


Further illustrations 


of the winning design, and of the designs placed second and third, begin on page 461. 
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On a Good Wicket 


STAND BY PROFESSOR BASIL WARD 


Commentary by Basil Marriott 


T° judge by the daily Press, as most 

laymen do, the modern movement in 
architecture is still not batting on the 
wicket it deserves. It is some years since 
I saw in a furnishing magazine the head- 
ing “How to Give Contemporary a 
Chance” above an article advising dis- 
playmen on overcoming “sales _resist- 
ance” to modern furniture. After the 
first shock at the patronising com- 
mercialese, I fell to wondering if the 
architectural counterpart could not do 
with similar attentions. 

Since then, of course, the contem- 
porary idiom in furniture has become the 
slang of the suburban shop-window, but 
the architecture one would think the 
self-evident background to that well- 
Pressed design for living is still batting 
on a rather sticky wicket—again, judged 
by the papers. I have a hunch on the 
contrary, that the younger generation of 
laymen is taking it in its stride—if not 
yet perhaps demanding, at least accepting 
it with the tolerance due to a coeval. 
True, the “ counter ” at which it is offered 
is often that of the caffé espresso, but I 
think the social significance of that is 
underrated. 

The material point here, however, is 
that this receptiveness (or tolerance) is 
generally where there is little or no 
established precedent: one concludes re- 
luctantly that a generation which (to re- 
juvenate a phrase of mine) at last pre- 
fers to “be its age” still inherits the 
national inability to distinguish between 
aesthetic considerations and their some- 
times obsolete social connotations. 

Pursuing my hunch, and hearing that 
Professor Basil Ward had, as mem- 
ber of Ramsey, Murray 
and White, designed a 
cricket pavilion, I formu- 
lated my thesis as follows, 
adding as “rubrics” for 
the specific case what 
appears in italics 
below : — 


“ Resistance, if any, to 
modern design is: 


(a) largely engineered, 
before the event, by the 
popular Press, but the 
laying of the founda- 
tion-stone by the 
Australian Prime 
Minister might have 
“drawn fire” away in 
this case; 


(b) confined to the 
generation with inelas- 
tic mental arteries, but 
cricket club members 
are surely young at least 
in mind; 


(c) mostly where 
there is a_ strongly- 
entrenched tradition, 
but what tradition of 
“ sport architecture ”’ 
exists is a warmed-up 


Cricket Pavilion for the East Molesey CC. 


mess of cottage ornée, more congenial 

to arties than hearties.” 

I decided to “try for size” this rather 
loosely-knit thesis, and asked Basil Ward 
for an interview preferably on the site. 
This was readily granted. It is right to 
record at the outset that Basil Ward is 
donating his services: it may lessen any 
possible embarrassment to add that in 
any case the project interested him both 
architecturally and socially, partly for 
reasons implicit in my theme and partly 
for local reasons—the club has a two- 
hundred-years’ history and strong affili- 
ations. He is not, however, a cricket 
obsessionist, but shares the view that so 
long as Test scores get about equal head- 
line prominence with international crises, 
all’s well with the world—or at least with 
the Commonwealth. I ought also to add 
that Wimpeys, the contractors, are build- 
ing “at cost” and that much material 
has been donated. 

In view of Ward’s proviso that these 
notes should not anticipate more objec- 
tive criticism on completion of the build- 
ing, I deal with plan and construction 
only in so far as they explain the main 
elevation, which is reproduced here from 
a photograph of the model “ montaged ” 
on to one of the site. The pavilion faces 
south and is end-on to the river, from 
which the ground is screened by a quick- 
set hedge. The construction is timber— 
studding and red cedar cladding—except 
for the main stack to an open clubroom 
fireplace, and the brick sleeper-walls and 
plinth to raise the floor above flood-level. 
The central clubroom represents the mass 
of the composition, being carried up to 
provide a viewing-gallery, part canti- 


— 
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levered and part suspended from com- 
posite trusses. 

The design had been described to me 
cautiously as “ unusual,” but Basil Ward, 
I think, would condone my calling it 


unstartling to architects, and surely 
unexceptionable to the hardest-headed 
hearties. It is clearly the logical 


expression of requirements which the 
Club Committee had themselves formu- 
lated in advance, and there is much to be 
gained by such collaboration. Again, I 
suspect that the axial (though not rigidly 
symmetrical) treatment reassures the 
layman and that the self-evident function 
of the gallery justifies a feature that 
might otherwise startle. Incidentally, 
this appropriately suggests the “ grand- 
stands” in representations of medieval 
jousts and, like one of the unexpected 
effects of the Coronation-route stands, 
focuses watchful concentration like the 
peak of a cap. 


Far from standing slabbily, however, 
as does so much “ sport architecture,” the 
pavilion will not dwarf spectacle or sur- 
roundings, which pleasantly suggest a 
village green, lying long and low and in 
scale with it. But I think that the appar- 
ently halcyon passage of the design 
through building and main committees of 
the Club, and the virtually unscathed 
public showing of the model and its re- 
production in the Press, is mainly due 
to the unquestionable logic of the build- 
ing being primarily a “construction for 
viewing from” besides performing the 
more exclusive functions of a club. 

Professor Basil Ward may have been 
batting on an exceptionally good wicket, 
but it was of his own choosing and might 
for all he knew have “cut up” during 
play. That it has not done so seems to 
support my hunch, besides shedding a 
summery ray on a pitch where “ con- 
temporary” is not always so readily 
given its chance at the wicket. 








A montage of the design by Professor Basil Ward, FRIBA. 
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BOOKS 


ScoTTISsH COUNTRY HousES OPEN TO THE 
Pustic. By John Fleming. Pp. 128. 
Illustrated. (London: Country Life, Ltd.) 
Price 25s. 


HIS book, illustrated by magnificent 

photographs of exteriors, interiors, archi- 
tectural details and gardens, is pleasantly 
written by a solicitor who has made the 
study of architecture his hobby, with excel- 
lent results. He makes some reference to 
the 15th century, when parts of Lennoxlove 
and Glamis Castles were erected, but really 
begins his story with the building of Falk- 
land Palace, 1502-42, and Crathes Castle, 
1553-92. He regards Glamis and Craigievar 
Castles as “the consummation of the castel- 
lated style” in the 17th century. Picturesque 
beyond belief, they derive some of their 
features from France, some from the 
Netherlands, and some (e.g., painted ceil- 
ings) from Germany. The _ distinctive 
characteristics of Scottish architecture are 
well explained in the introduction. 


From about 1670, the buildings designed 
by Sir William Bruce, in the classical 
manner favoured in England by Sir Roger 
Pratt. mark a great change in development. 
Examples of Bruce’s country houses illus- 
trated here are Kinross House, 1684-95, and 
the central block of Hopetoun House, 
finished in 1703. He was followed by Sir 
John Clerk, an amateur architect who was 
the Scottish counterpart of Lord Burling- 
ton, and who became the mentor of William 
Adam, senior. Three of William’s houses 
are described, viz., The Drum at Edinburgh, 
Duff House and the extensions of Hope- 
toun House. Bold, heavy and often over- 
decorated, they show a good deal of French 
influence. His more famous son, Robert, 
appears to have designed 84 country houses 
in Scotland, mostly after 1777 when his 
English practice had begun to wane. He is 
represented here by illustrations of Culzean 
Castle, begun in 1777, and Méellerstain, 
begun in 1770. The library of the latter is 
justly described as “the most beautiful 
room of its kind in Scotland,” far surpass- 
ing the library at Osterley in Middlesex; 
and the other rooms by him at Culzean and 
Mellerstain are hardly inferior to it in 
delicacy and charm. Of his mock-medieval 
castellated exteriors, however, the less said 
the better: they are clumsy and unattractive. 
Mr. Fleming regards Sir Reginald Blom- 
field’s loggia at Mellerstain (c. 1915) as 
“ungainly,” and says hardly anything about 
Sir Robert Lorimer, who restored so many 
Scottish country houses. He remarks that 
“the work of the Adam brothers in Scot- 
land is very little known and deserves 
separate study in a book to itself.” It is 
therefore good news to be informed on the 
jacket that he is now writing a book about 
Robert which will also contain much new 
information ‘about his talented ‘father, 
William Adam, senior. 


Inverary Castle was rebuilt by Robert 
Morris in 1744-65 in a deplorable mixture 
of “ Gothic” and “ Baronial ”; then finished 
internally by Robert Mylne after 1772, with 
great delicacy and skill. Lastly, we are 
shown Abbotsford, mainly built by Edward 
Blore for Sir Walter Scott in 1820-22, but 
much enlarged by William Burn a genera- 
tion later. Balmoral is not included, pre- 
sumably because it is not “open to the 
public ”; but Abbotsford will be enough for 
most readers!) The book concludes with 
some superb views of celebrated Scottish 


gardens. M.S.B. 
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“In your own words, Pro- 

fessor, how would you des- 

cribe the City of London 
Development plan ?” 











Know Your House. By Eric Ambrose. 
Pp. 264. Illustrated. (London: Thames 
and Hudson.) Price 15s, 


MTHE author is an experienced architect 
who has acted as consultant to Ideal 
Home for many years, and this book is an 
expansion of a series of articles published 
in that magazine. Although its appeal is 
directed to the general reader interested in 
building, buying, altering or maintaining a 
house, “the author does not advocate the 
short-circuiting of the building contractor, 
but enables the layman to meet him on his 
own ground”; and he certainly does not 
advocate the short-circuiting of the architect 
—indeed, his arguments for the employment 
of an architect are as forcible as they are 
plausible. i 

In his effort to reach the understanding 
of Mr. (and still more of Mrs.) Everyman, 
he adopts a “light, conversational style,” 
assisted by a plentiful use of exclamation 
marks; and this style of writing is particu- 
larly evident through the first fifty pages. 
where he becomes quite facetious at times, 
explaining the procedure for setting about 
the building or buying of a house. His 
explanation of ‘‘ Prime Cost” and “ Provis- 
ional Sums” in building contracts is helpful, 
and his model questionnaire for clients is 
most detailed and thorough. But he can- 
not resist his tendency to be arch, and in 
awarding “points” for the various advan- 
tages and drawbacks of a site, he gives “4 
plus” to “easily reached by friends” and 
“5 minus ” to “ easily reached by relations ” 
(a sad reflection on family life); while Mrs. 
Everyman’s “intuition” in favour of pur- 
chase counts “two plus,” and against buy- 
ing “500 minus,” which means a final nega- 
tive! 

Throughout the remaining four-fifths of 
the book, however, although the exclama- 
tion-marks persist, he becomes much more 
technical, and some passages will strain the 
intelligence of Mr. (and Mrs.) Everyman to 
the elastic limit. He deals very clearly and 
practically with all parts of a house from 
foundation to roof, giving frequent 
examples from his own experience as well 
as the latest findings of the Building Research 
Station and the latest Continental and 
American practice. Much of this informa- 
tion is not conveniently obtainable else- 
where, so that the book will be useful to 
architects and builders as well as to the 
general reader. Examples are the sections 
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dealing with bricks, external renderings, 
metal-roof coverings, insulating materials, 
plastering; also recent improvements in 
drainage, domestic heat pumps, septic tanks, 
and electric wiring. 

Several pages are devoted, rather surpris- 
ingly, to the craft of thatching, and a list of 
thatchers is given. The last fifty pages deal 
with “The Ills which beset a House,” 
including dampness in walls, smoky chim- 
neys, and settlements due to tree-roots and 
clay subsoil. This section is particularly 
good, and his practical advice on tell-tales 
and on futile underpinning will be useful 
to professionals as well as to laymen. An 
appendix summarises the RIBA Scale of 
Charges, and there is an excellent index. 
Should the book reach a second edition, 
some definition of “ weather-stripping” 
(p. 132) might be added, and some descrip- 
tion of the suction-cleaning process for 
flues (p. 230). M.S. B 


CORRESPONDENCE 


MAINTENANCE SURVEYORS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—A large number of local authori- 
ties are to-day finding it necessary 
to appoint staff specifically to supervise 
the maintenance of their buildings. Pre- 
viously this work has usually been car- 
ried out by the architectural staff, prob- 
ably with the idea that “it will be good 
experience,” but I consider that an archi- 
tectural training is not the most befitting 
for one in this position. 

What do The Builder readers think are 
the most suitable qualification and back- 
ground for such an appointment? It is 
obvious that local authorities are at a 
loss what to ask for. The following are 
common designations of the situations: 
Clerk of Works, Building Surveyor, 
Building Inspector, Maintenance Inspec- 
tor, Maintenance Superintendent, and 
Technical Assistant. The qualifications 
asked for are just as diverse, and success- 
ful applicants for these positions are, I 
should imagine, often qualified very dif- 
ferently from what the advertisers 
require. 

I should be interested in any comments 
there may be. 


J. Puitie ELtiotr [LIOB] 
Cromer, Norfolk. 


BUILDING IN AFRICA 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I send you my warm congratula- 
tions on the appearance of your 
Africa number, which I have studied 
with great interest. It is a remarkable 
piece of work, and to have brought it out 
so soon after returning from your Afri- 
can journey is a high tribute to the initia- 
tive and enterprise of The Builder 
organisation. 

We were privileged at the LMBA to 
have a first-hand review of your impres- 
sions immediately after your return from 
South Africa, and I know that my mem- 
bers will be glad to have on permanent 
record this account of the opportunities 
for British builders in the many develop- 
ing countries of the vast African conti- 


nent. L. J. HoLLoway 
[President, LMBA]. 


47, Bedford-square, WC1. 
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The Winning Design. 


Competition for Church House, Diocese of Liverpool 


Assessor 


SIR GILES GILBERT SCOTT, OM, RA 


THE award of the assessor (Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, 

OM, RA) in the open competition for the 
development of the site of St. Luke’s Church, 
Liverpool, for the Diocese of Liverpool, was printed 
in our last issue. We now reproduce the designs 
placed first, second and third, together with the 
assessor's report and extracts from the report of the 
winner, Mr. D. G. MacConville, ARIBA, Bewsey 
Chambers, Bewsey-street, Warrington. 


The Assessor’s Report 


THE DESIGNS submitted in this competition numbered 
112. This response was very satisfactory as regards 
numbers though the average quality of the designs 
submitted was not so satisfactory. 

The problem was not an easy one; the steeply sloping 


Winner 
D. G. MacCONVILLE, ARIBA 


site presented difficulties but also opportunities for 
architectural effect. The requirement that the buildings 
should be recognisable as a group of ecclesiastical build- 
ings proved difficult for many, especially for those work- 
ing in the contemporary style, a very large plain cross 
on the Chapel being the usual and only indication of a 
religious character. 


A number of competitors retained the old Tower. 
Whatever may be said for retaining this tower either 
on sentimental grounds or for forming a vertical feature 
at the end of Bold-street, it cannot be said to be a tower 
of any special architectural merit. It has an ungainly 
silhouette with straight vertical lines and has ugly angle 
turrets. A few competitors retained the lower portion 
of the tower and designed a new top, an idea that had 
possibilities; others replaced it with an entirely new 
tower, others abandoned the idea of having any tower. 
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The Winning Design : Ground-floor plan. 
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ST. LUKE'S CHURCH - DETAILS 





The Winning Design. 


It seems desirable to have some feature on the axis of 
Bold-street to close the vista up this important street, 
but it need not necessarily be a tower. 

The location of the main entrance to the Church 
House was an important matter that had to be con- 
sidered in judging the plans. It is desirable that 
vehicles stopping at the main entrance and proceeding 
to the car park should do so without interfering with 
the general traffic in the surrounding streets. This 
means that the main entrance should, if possible, be off 
the public streets with a private road leading up to it 
and with a car park so situated that cars can proceed to 
it without having to emerge into the public street. 

Another important matter to consider was the loca- 
tion of the open gardens around the buildings. Liver- 
pool suffers from a lack of open spaces and it is 
desirable that any garden space should be prominent 
and not enclosed or hidden away behind buildings. As 
the site is approached from the centre of the City by 
way of Bold-street and Renshaw-street an open garden 
effect is’ desirable at the north-west corner where these 
two streets meet at the site. 

The design I select as best meeting these various 
points and satisfying the 
detailed requirements is No. 34 
[D. G. MacConville, ARIBA]. 
The design, though not exciting, 
which is perhaps a character too 
much sought after nowadays, at 
the expense of serenity, is quiet 
and dignified, relying greatly on 
the beauty of its materials. A 
24-in. rustic brick of a golden- 
brown colour that is proposed 
promises to satisfy this require- 
ment. A new tower closes the 
vista up Bold-street. The main 
entrance is in a private road 
across the site with an easily 





The Winner 


accessible car park situated in the least important 
corner of the site. The open garden space is well situated 
at the junction of Bold-street and Renshaw-street. The 
shop is also satisfactorily situated. 


Many competitors found difficulty in planning one 
kitchen to serve both the Church House and Assembly 
Hall and many adopted two kitchens as this competitor 
has done, but there does not seem any very serious 
objection to this. The detailed planning of the various 
departments is good. 


I confess in making my decision I have been much 
torn between this design and the one I place second— 
No. 33 [S. W. Milburn and Partners]. This is a design 
in the contemporary style that has a number of attrac- 
tive features. The planning is in its main lines of extreme 
simplicity. The church house is a high plain glass block 
joined to the hall and chapel by a porte cochére; the 
chapel with its end like the prow of a ship facing down 
to Bold-street. As in the winning design the entrance 
is well placed on a private road across the site. This 
design not only fails in its all-glass church house “gleam- 
ing by day and by night in silver and glass,” as its 
report says, a character that in the murky atmosphere 
of Liverpool would soon lose its pristine freshness and 
become drab unless kept continually washed; but it fails 
principally in not creating the right atmosphere for its 
somewhat solemn ecclesiastical purpose. It also needs 
more solidity so as to blend more with the character 
of the chapel and thus pull the two buildings together. 
The chapel is good, though the shape of the assembly 
hall is not very good for cinema purposes. 


The design I place third is No. 87 [Geoffrey P. Daw- 
son, ARIBA]. This retains the old tower supported at 
its base by the dual-purpose church, the whole providing 
an imposing frontage to Berry-street. The garden is not 
well placed, being out of sight of the public using the 
two main roads, and the effect from these roads would 
be of a built-up site. The divisions between the chapel 
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Elevations and sections. Below : Ground-floor plan and layout. 


LIVERPOOL CHURCH HOUSE : DESIGN PLACED SECOND: By S. W. MILBURN & PARTNERS. 


and the assembly hall consisting of a folding screen 
only half the height of the opening is not very satis- 
factory especially as smoking will, no doubt, be some- 
times allowed in the assembly hall. 


In conclusion I should like to express my apprecia- 
tion of the vast amount of work that has been put into 
this competition by the 112 competitors. 


The Winner’s Report 


THE SCHEME is for a group of buildings, on a steeply 
sloping island site, comprising a dual-purpose Church- 
meeting hall with chancel and the Church House, the 
headquarters of the Liverpool Diocesan Board. 








A quiet, dignified treatment has been adopted, relying 
for effect on the massing and grouping of the buildings 
and on the materials employed externally, which will 
be 24-in. rustic bricks of a golden-brown colour. The 
group is dominated by a tower, approximately 90 ft. 
high, surmounted by a gilt bronze cross, which closes 
the vista up Bold-street, an important shopping centre, 
from the entire length of which the tower will be seen. 

Gardens, which will be open to the public, have been 
planned at the north-west corner of the site, where the 
two main approaches converge. Advantage has been 
taken here of the levels of the site to form an interesting 
layout of terraces and garden. 


« 
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View of front elevation. | 


BOOKBINDING FACTORY AT VINCENT LANE, DORKING, SURREY 


Architects 
HAMMETT & NORTON, AA.RIBA, AMTPI | 
Assistant Architect Quantity Surveyors 
R. J. VINCENT, ARIBA MARTIN SHEFFIELD & BRISTOW, F/ARICS 


Builders 


General Foreman 
E. H. CUMMINS & CoO., LTD. 


¥. H. PIKE | 


HIS factory for the Newdigate Press, Ltd., at sunlight to enter the building, reduction of noise, 
Dorking, is an attempt to provide a pre- good insulation and flexibility which would permit 
fabricated type of structure for use by light industry easy future extension. 
where good working conditions are essential. The site—The original factory was at Newdigate 
The requirements of the clients were speed in and the clients, wishing to retain as many of their 
erection, low cost, a minimum daylight factor of existing staff as possible, decided that they must 
10 per cent. which would permit a small amount of build in the same area. Unfortunately, the only 
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suitable site available was an old 
sandpit at Dorking which had been 
partially backfilled. 


Plan—The plan for the whole 
factory, when finally completed, 
consists of a single-storey factory 
at the front of the site, with a two- 
storey office block running parallel 
with the road and a _ two-storey 
factory at the back of the site with 
basement storage underneath it. 
Between these two will be a loading 
bay. 

The building illustrated con- 
sists of the single-storey factory 
at the front portion of the site. 
This factory consists of a main 
work area 66 ft. wide by 99 ft. long 
with two temporary offices at the 
east end and a 11 ft. wide “ strip ” 
on the south side for lavatories, rest 
room, kitchen and storage. 


A large number of alternative 
types of roof lighting were investi- 
gated before the final monitor 
lighting was adopted. The monitors 
are positioned to give a daylight 
factor of 11 per cent. and a continu- 
ous strip of windows has_ been 
incorporated in the north elevation 
to provide an even higher standard 
of daylight for close work. 


Structure—Owing to the nature 
of the site the factory is supported 
on in situ piles of an average depth 
of 17ft. These piles are linked 
together with ground beams to take 
the external cladding, permanent 
internal partitions and the suspended 
slab forming the floor to the 
“lavatory strip.” The main floor 
slab rests directly on the fill which 
has been carefully consolidated with 
a four-and-a-half-cwt. compactor. 


Hills’ Presweld form of con- 
struction was chosen for the super- 
structure because all the com- 
ponents were available at once and 
because it offered other advantages 
—speed of erection, ease of exten- 
sion and generally good appearance. 
Woodwool slabs were used to form 
the roof structure to obtain good 
insulation and reduce the noise of 
the machines. 


Finishes—The concrete floors have 
been brought to a smooth finish 
with a steel trowel and hardened; 
the floors of the new entrance hall 
and offices are covered with 
linoleum. 

The inside skins of the external 
walls and all partitions are in fair- 
face concrete blocks. These, and 
the woodwool roof slabs are painted 
with emulsion paint and the colour 
scheme has been designed to provide 
a bright restful factory. 


Services—The factory and offices 
are heated by radiant gas heaters 
and the remaining rooms by gas 
convectors. The hot water is 
provided by means of instantaneous 
gas water heaters. The factory is 
provided with a system of electrical 
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Interior view, showing monitors and tusbar. 


BOOKBINDING FACTORY AT VINCENT LANE, 
DORKING, SURREY 


busbars to which the machinery is 
connected. 


The contract sum for the piling 
work was £2,808 and for the super- 
structure, £18,493. These estimates 
are inclusive of all piling required 
for the future extensions, site works, 
special bases for machinery, heating 
installation and the electrical instal- 
lation including busbar and leads to 
machinery. Following is a list of 
sub-contractors: 

Bituminous felt roofing, Excel 
Asphalte Co., Ltd.; Presweld steel 
framework, concrete facing units and 
cutters, patent glazing monitors and 


metal -windows, Hills (West Brom- 
wich), Ltd.; doors and frames, Crosby 
and Co., Ltd., Farnham, Surrey; 
electrical installation, W. H. Smith; 
gas installation, including heating, South 
Eastern Gas Board, Dorking, Surrey; 
ironmongery and door furniture, W. H. 
Froy and Sons, Ltd.; partition blocks, 
O.B.O. Construction Co.,  Ltd., 
Twickenham, and Rothervale Trading 
Co., Ltd. 

Piled foundations, Soil Mechanics; 
plumbing, F. Lyon and _ Son, 
Worcester Park, Surrey; paints, Ley- 
land Paint and Varnish Co., Ltd.; 
roof ventilation, Colt Ventilation, Ltd., 
Surbiton; sanitary _ fittings, John 
Bolding and Son, Ltd. 
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CLASSROOM BLOCK AT 
COPPERMILL LANE 
JUNIOR MIXED SCHOOL 








WALTHAMSTOW 


Architect to the Committee for Education, 
Walthamstow Borough Council 


FRANK H. HEAVEN, ARIBA, 





: ARICS 

. 

. Assistant Architect-in-Charge 

= H. ROSSHANDLER 

. 

Builders 

: i T. A. CLARKE, LTD. 

: i] 

. : ie the construction of this building 

. i standard aluminium alloy sec- _ [SSS SS SS SS 

4 j tions were set upon an aluminium Ih n i 

: : alloy perimeter channel, bolted to f CLASSROOM 4 s CLASSROOM 4 

) i a concrete base, to _ receive | 1 i i 2 | 

2 j aluminium alloy stanchions at 6 ft. { eee © r | | 

, : centres, which support built-up i ; [CLOAK pe Tee. i 

} | aluminium roof girders of a special \ y L rdot light « ' ! 

: ; design. l l , | 

~ i 1 = 

: : The external walls are constructed } : 

’ H with 18 in. by 6in. by 2 in. thick be 3 2 ———— re ah i 4 

** Milcel ” cellular building blocks 1 \ gone in ~— é 20 

‘ ; (treated with ‘‘ Synthaprufe”’ on PLAN ; = ———= 

; 3 inside) set between standard alu- : : 

4 : minium alloy sections at 6 ft. centres, General view of classroom block with plan. 

: and an inner lining of 9 ft. by 3 ft. 

Stramit building sige -_ be The aluminium alloy vertical purity aluminium, and has a con 
mediate oe . a vertical framework is braced horizontally tinuous roof light of curved, corru- 
' sections, and into the main with similar aluminium alloy sec- gated Perspex sheets, and an alu- 


= SS SS SOS OSES S&S owtews 


shld biatscaodic Senco: 


lari sitet lapis 


dial 








stanchions, with a 6ft. by 1 ft. 
Stramit horizontal frieze panel above 
all isolated from the exterior slab- 
work by a }in. air space. The 
Stramit slabs are showerproofed on 
one side. 





tions, all bolted or riveted together 
on site. 


The roof decking of 2-in. Therma- 
coust channel reinforced slabs is 
felted and covered with super 


Interior view of a classroom. 


minium honeycomb pattern ceiling 
laylight in each room below. The 
ceiling of 4-in. V-jointed insulation 
board is suspended from the under- 
side of the roof girders. The floor 
finishes in classrooms are Granton 
wood fibre composition tiles, and in 
the cloakroom, Calcon coloured 
concrete tiles. 


Heating is by thermostatically 
controlled, flueless, low-pressure 
Locost gas-operated space heaters 
set at floor level and under laylights 
of ceiling. Following is a list of sub- 
contractors and suppliers :— 


Roof covering, RWP and guttering, 
Builders, Iron and Zinc Works, Ltd.; 
ceilings, Merchant Trading Co. ; fluores- 
cent lighting, London Electricity 
Board (Walthamstow Area); floor tiles, 
Caledonian Concrete Products, Ltd.; 
aluminium alloy sections and Stramit 
building slabs, Stramit Boards, Ltd.; 
roof decking, 'Thermacoust, Ltd. ; 
aluminium ceiling laylight, Crompton 
Parkinson, Ltd.; curved corrugated 
“Perspex ”’ sheets, Harrison and Co.; 
ironmongery, Parker, Winder and 
Achurch, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, J. H. 
Sankey and Son, Ltd.; roof girders, 
Messrs. Packaged Buildings; space 
heaters, Radiant Heating Co., Ltd. 
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Front elevation. 
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HOUSE AT CHIPPING ONGAR, ESSEX 


Architect 


IVOR WARNER, ARIBA, MRSanI 


= UL planning has helped to 

give an impression of spacious- 
ness in this house which has a total 
floor area of about 1,250 sq. ft. 
Materials and equipment have been 
specified with an eye to the pro- 
vision of something a little better 
than what is merely adequate. 

The house is built in a compara- 
tively elevated position fronting the 
main Ongar-Brentwood road and 
parallel to it at a distance of some 
30 ft. from the footway. 


The ground floor is, in effect, one 
large area except for the kitchen. 
Clear-glazed doors between hall and 
lounge can be folded back to provide 
an open space, including the dining 
alcove, of something like 375 sq. ft. 
Both door and service hatch are 
provided between kitchen and dining 
area, but the owners have chosen to 
have no direct door from hall to 
kitchen. A small lavatory, with we 
and corner basin, is provided below 
the stairs. On the first floor the 


se Tin sagan a 





Builders 


DONALD HEARD, LTD. 


layout is orthodox, 
opening off a central landing which 
is lighted by one window on the 
stairs and by borrowed light through 
the glazed bathroom door. 

The construction of the house is 
in 11-in. cavity walling with red 
wire-cut hand-made facings, and 
with contrasting yellow bricks and 
rendered panels. Internal walls are 
in 3-in. breeze blocks. Antique 
hand-made pantiles are laid on the 


Rear elevation. 


with rooms 


Mare! 





haehere 


3 1955 





i A NRRL 


March 18 1955 , THE BUILDER 471 





7 ” y 
a: ee 13 246" 





ry BEDROOM | 











LAauoING 





BEOROOM 2 



























KITCHEN 
2 


LOUNGE 






5o| soos 


’ a % 
ia bs 






Plans of the house. 


roof. Steel picturé-frame windows Rendered panels are in white Snow- several radiators, and hot-air ducts 


have been used. External pipework cem. to two bedrooms are fed by the 
has been unobtrusively positioned; Water heating is by a Rayburn sunken-type lounge fire. 
fascias, gutters and rwp’s are painted boiler (supplemented by an immer- ‘The cost of the house was approxi- 


off-white, the eaves pale blue. sion heater). The boiler feeds mately £2 10s. per sq. ft. 


HOUSE AT CHIPPING ONGAR, ESSEX 





The lounge fireplace surround (left) is in fair-face brickwork, the hearth and facing in Westmorland green slate. The 
plaster cast is from an ancient Greek original. A view into the hall is shown on the right. 





SOCIETIES 
RIBA 


Notes from Council Minutes 


"THE following notes are from the minutes 
of the meeting of the RIBA council 
held on March 1:— 

Appointments. (A) Representative on Ar- 
chitects’ Registration Council for year 1955- 
1956.—R. J. Hurst (F) in place of Graham 
Crump (F) as one of the 27 RIBA representa- 
tives. (B) RIBA_ Architecture Bronze 
Medal: RIBA representatives to serve on 
juries to consider awards. The Berks, Bucks 
and Oxon Architectural Association :-—Sir 
Hugh Casson (F). The Northern Architec- 
tural Association: —T. W. Marwick (F), pre- 
sident, Edinburgh Architectural Association. 

(C) London Building Acts (Amendment) 
Act 1939: RIBA representatives on Tribunal 
of Appeal:—Sydney Tatchell (F), with 
Charles Woodward (A) as deputy—re- 
appointed. (D) LCC Technical College for 
the furnishing trades: RIBA representative 
on board of governors:— Romilly B. Craze 
(F) in place of Hubert Lidbetter (F). 

(E) Yorkshire Educational Association for 
the building industry: RIBA representative 
on county advisory committee for build- 
ing: —Frank Chippindale (F) in succession to 
the late Norval R. Paxton (F). (F) Annual 
meetng of general council of Registered 
Plumbers’ Association: RIBA representative: 
Professor W. B. Edwards (F), president, 
Northern Architectural Association. 

(G) RIBA representative on BSI Com- 
mittees:— John Kemp (A), J. T. Redpath 
(A), and J. R. Harris (A). 

Honorary Associateship:—Sir Cowasjee 
Jehangir, Bt., GBE, KCIE, has accepted the 
council’s nomination for election as an 
honorary associate. His name had been 
suggested by the Indian Institute of Archi- 
tects. 

Allied Societies’ Conference:— It was re- 
ported that Mr. F. Charles Saxon (F) had 
been re-elected chairman “of the Allied 
Societies’ Conference for the session 1955- 
1956. Mr. Saxon thus again becomes a vice- 
president, RIBA for the next session under 
the provisions of By-law 28(b). 


NORTH STAFFS AA 
Students’ Committee Formed 


FOLLOWING a meeting of the North Staf- 
fordshire Architectural Association, at which 
it was proposed that a_ representative 
Students’ Committee be formed, a meeting 
of architectural students was held at the 
Castle Hotel, Newcastle. After a discussion 
the proposal was adopted. 

The students’ Committee has been formed 
to improve and encourage the students’ social 
and academic activities and to give active 
expression to the students’ requirements in 
these matters. The officers and committee 
members elected were: Mr. P. Carr (chair- 
man); Mr. J. F. Johnson (secretary); Mr. 
P. W. Heeks (treasurer) and Messrs. A. K. 
Dale, D. M. Horne and M. N. Maydew. 


It is hoped that by raising the public in- 
terest and knowledge of the architect and 
his work, new entrants will be persuaded 
into the profession, and that improvements 
will take place in the students’ educational 
facilities, 
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CROYDON ARCHITECTS AND 
CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


Joint Meeting and Debate 


THE Surrey branch of the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors and the Croy- 
don Chapter of the SE Society of Architects 
held a joint meeting at Croydon on March 
11, to debate the motion: “That in the 
opinion of the Croydon District Chapter 
ot the South-Eastern Society of Architects, 
the Chartered Surveyor seriously encroaches 
upon the functions of the Chartered Archi- 
tect.” 

Mr. T. Graham Crump, FRIBA, and Mr. 
B. E. Brenchley, FRIBA, spoke on behalf 
of the architects and Mr. B. L. Richards, 
GM, FRICS, and Mr. G. T. R. Hayter, 
ARICS, opposed the motion on behalf of 
the Chartered Surveyors. 

Many members of both professions took 
part in the ensuing discussion and it came 
as a surprise when the architects withdrew 
their motion. 


FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS AND 
SURVEYORS 


London Branch Meeting 


AT A GENERAL MEETING of the London 
branch of the Faculty of Architects and 
Surveyors held on March 7, at the Caxton 
Hall, SW1, four papers of professional in- 
terest were submitted for discussion. The 
papers were: “ Party Walls,” by Mr. D. J. A. 
Lock; “The District Surveyor and Fire 
Regulations,” by Mr. B. C. Deavin; “ Are 
Traditional Materials Soon to Disappear? ” 
vy Mr. M. Littman; and “The Cost of 
Building and the Architect,” by Mr. John 
Carter. There was a large attendance. 

The branch chairman (Mr. T. G. Matsell) 
presided over the meeting. Among others 
present were the president (Mr. N. James 
Rushton), the immediate past-president (Mr. 
George C. Fox) and the secretary (Mr. 
H. M. Soar). 

A vote of thanks to the speakers was pro- 
posed by Mr. T. G. Matsell and seconded 
by Mr. N. James Rushton. 


“ CLASSICAL FAKES” 


Denunciation by Architect 


Birmingham Junior 
Chamber of Commerce on March 1, Mr. 
GEOFFREY S. KELLY, ARIBA, secretary of 
the Birmingham and Five Counties Archi- 


ADDRESSING | the 


tectural Association, referring to some 
types of contemporary architecture, said: 
“We must plan carefully, but at the same 
time loosely, avoiding these stone strait- 
jackets we see all around us. Please let us 
be genuine, and of our time, and not pro- 
duce sham antiques or classical fakes dolled 
up with frills over a steel skeleton. I do 
not know whom these phoneys are meant to 
impress, because not even the lowest degree 
of artistic perception could be fooled by 
them. In contrast to real contemporary 
architecture, with its revelation of the 
beauty of structural form, these blowzy old 
frauds look like Mother Grundy in an ankle- 
length bathing costume compared with 
Marilyn Monroe in a nylon bikini.” 

Mr. Kelly said that in rebuilding Birming- 
ham the main task of the architects was to 
prevent the city from sprawling. The solu- 
tion was to build upwards, not outwards. 
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OBITUARY 
J. C. Jevons, MA, ARIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death, which 
took place suddenly on March 8, of Mr. 
John C. Jevons, MA, ARIBA, of Stickle- 
path, Okehampton, Devon. 


A. E. Lees, FRIBA 


WE ANNOUNCE with regret the death, which 
occurred on March 10, of Mr. Albert 
Edward Lees, FRIBA, of the firm of 
Trehearne and Norman, Preston and Part- 
ners, Kingsway, WC2. He was 66. 


C. G. Blomfield, FRIBA, FRICS 


WE REGRET to record that the death 
occurred on March 10 of Mr. Charles G. 
Blomfield, FRIBA, FRICS, at Beccles. 


F. N. Falkner, OBE, TD, FRICS 


WE REGRET to record the death, on March 
8. of Col. Frank N. Falkner, OBE, TD, 
FRICS, past-president of the Institute of 
Arbitrators and an active member of the 
RICS for many years. Col. Falkner was a 
member of St. Marylebone Borough Council 
for 30 years, and up to about a year ago 
was chairman of the town planning com- 
mittee. He had a distinguished military 
career, having served in both world wars, and 
was a prominent Freemason. 


Sir Edwin Airey, FIOB 


WE ANNOUNCE with regret the death, 
which occurred on Monday, of Sir Edwin 
Airey, FIOB, MIStructE, a former presi- 
dent of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers. He was 77.. He was 
noted for the valuable work for various 
Government departments, especially during 
the 1914-18 war. 

Edwin Airey was educated at the Central 
High School, Leeds, and at the Yorkshire 
College (later to become Leeds University), 
and on the death of his father took over the 
business of William Airey and Sons (Leeds), 
Ltd., which his father had established. He 
had a pronounced gift for engineering, and 
almost at the outbreak of the 1914-18 war 
he was called into consultation with the 
Government, and was engaged in an ad- 
visory and administrative capacity with the 
Ministry of Munitions. After that war his 
firm obtained large contracts for rebuilding 
the devastated towns in northern France. 

He received a knighthood in 1922. He 
was Lord Mayor of Leeds in 1923-24, and 
chairman of the Leeds Cricket, Football and 
Athletic Company, and had been chairman 
of the council of the Rugby League. For 
many years he had been the principal 
owner of the Pioneer Brick and Tile Co. 


Stanley T. Mallinson, JP 


IT is with regret that we record the death 
of Mr. Stanley Tucker Mallinson, JP, which 
occurred on February 28: at his home, The 
Cabin, Bury St. Edmunds. 

Mr. Stanley Mallinson, who was 71, was 
the second son of Sir William Mallinson, 
founder of William Mallinson and Sons, 
Ltd., and was the only surviving brother of 
Sir Stuart Mallinson, the present chairman of 
the company. He was managing director 
of Whitmore’s Timber Co., (1918), Ltd., 
Bury St. Edmunds, an associate company, 
and a director of the parent company, 
Messrs. William Mallinson. 
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News of the Week 


STRUCTURAL STEELWORK 
“ ({OMPARISONS in Modern Struc- 
tural Steelwork” is the title of a 
paper to be given by Professor Fisher 
Cassie in collaboration with Mr. D. W. 
Cooper, at the RIBA on March 22. 
The paper is in two parts. The first 
deals with the changes which have taken 
place in the authors’ conception of how 
a steel frame resists its load and how the 
material can be used economically. They 
trace briefly the work of the Steel Struc- 
tures Research Committee, consider the 
newer plastic design methods, and finally 
take a glimpse at composite structures. 
This section tries to give the audience a 
broad outlook on present-day trends. 
The second part of the paper deals 
with interesting modern developments. 
The authors assume that the audience 
will be well familiar with the conven- 
tiona! hot-rolled type of construction and 
only one interesting development of this 
type of steelwork is considered. The 
rest of the paper studies modern perma- 
nent tubular steel construction, cold 
formed sections, three-dimensional prob- 
lems, and prestressed steel techniques. 


JOHN NASH MEMORIAL 

THe JoHN NasH MEMoRIAL Com- 
MITTEE, which was formed in 1953 to 
consider the provision of an adequate 
memorial to Nash, have: decided that it 
should take the form of a replica on a 
larger scale of the original bust of Nash 
in the possession of the RIBA, mounted 
on a plinth beneath the portico of All 


Souls’ Church, Langham-place, W1, 
facing Regent-street. It will cost about 
£500. 


London County Council have agreed 
to contribute £200 on condition that the 
final design is approved by the Royal 
Fine Art Commission. Other offers have 
been made by Westminster, St. Pancras 
and St. Marylebone councils. 


ASHPITEL PRIZE AWARD 

Mr. Basitt GEORGE SKEATES, ARIBA, 
of Ilford, Essex, who passed the RIBA 
Final examination in June, 1954, 
obtained the highest number of marks in 
the examinations held in 1954 and has 
therefore been awarded the Ashpitel 
Prize. He received his architectural train- 
ing at the Brixton School of Building. 


WAR-DAMAGED CHURCHES 


TWO WAR-DAMAGED Wren churches in 
London, namely, St. Andrew-by-the- 
Wardrobe in Blackfriars, burnt out in 
1940, and St. Nicholas Cole Abbey, 
destroyed the following year, are now to 
be rebuilt. Plans for the first will be 
prepared by Mr. Marshall Sisson, FSA, 
FRIBA, and for the second by Mr. 


Arthur Bailey, OBE, FRIBA, of Ansell . 


and Bailey. It is understood that the 
schemes will follow the original designs 
as much as possible. 


ARCHITECTURE EXHIBITION 
MIDLAND architects are campaigning 
against the mock and imitation styles in 
building, and as part of the campaign 
the Birmingham and Five Counties 
Architectural Association is arranging in 
Birmingham, from March 21 to 26, an 
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OFFICE BLOCK, ALBERT EMBANKMENT. Shown above is a perspective view 
of the building which is being erected to plans by Messrs. T. P. Bennett and Son by 
Taylor Woodrow, Ltd. Completion is planned for April, 1956. 





exhibition of contemporary architecture. 
The exhibition will be opened by the 
Lord Mayor of Birmingham, Ald. J. R. 
Balmer, in the showroom of Lee Long- 
land and Co., Ltd., Birmingham. 

The exhibition will contain drawings, 
photographs and models of buildings 
erected since the war. 

Some recent remarks of Mr. G. S. 
Kelly, secretary of the Birmingham AA, 
on “Classical Fakes” are reported on 
page 472. 


NEW ZEALAND HOUSE 
IN connection with the proposed new 
and larger New Zealand House to be 





WAGE INCREASE AWARD 


AT THE resumed meeting of the 
National Joint Council for the Build- 
ing Industry held in London on Wed- 
nesday (March 16), further considera- 
tion was given to the application sub- 
mitted by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives for an in- 
crease of 4d. per hour and to a counter 
notice submitted by the National 
Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers for the widening of the hourly 
margin (at present 54d.) by which 
labourers’ rates are below the standard 
rates applicable to craftsmen. After 
a full discussion of the situation the 
joint council decided to make, subject 
to ratification by both sides, an in- 
crease of 24d. an hour for craftsmen 
and 14d. an hour for labourers. These 
increases, amounting to 9s. 2d. for 
craftsmen and Ss. 6d. for labourers for 
a 44-hour week, are in addition to the 
4d. per hour (is. 10d. per week) in- 
crease granted in February to both 
labourers and craftsmen under the 
cost-of-living sliding scale agreement. 
The new rates, when they become 
operative, will mean that the grade 
“A” rates will be 4s. an hour for 
craftsmen and 3s. 54d. an hour for 
labourers. 











erected in Pall Mall, Mr. Sidney Holland, 
New Zealand’s Prime Minister, has 
announced that the demolition of build- 
ings which now occupy the site will com- 
mence in January, 1957. It is understood 
that Professor Robert Matthew, CBE, 
ARIBA, architect for the new building, 
has been in consultation with the New 
Zealand Government architect, but no 
plans have yet been made public. 


BTC ARCHITECT 

Dr. F. F. C. Curtis, ARIBA, has been 
appointed Architect to the British Trans- 
port Commission. He will advise the 
Commission on all architectural matters 
affecting all the Commission’s activities; 
he will also design and consult in the 
execution of some of the important 
building works which the Commission 
are to undertake. Since 1949 he has 
been Architect to the Railways Execu- 
tive. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. W. L. F. Pierce, ARICS, chartered quantity 
surveyor, has removed to larger offices at 152, 
Fore-st., Hertford, where he will be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues. 


Mr. R. C. Rosinson, AIQS, has opened an office 
at No. 52, Bedford-row, WC! (tel.: Chancery 4354), 
both previous offices now being closed, and trade 
catalogues and price lists would be welcomed. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, March 17, 1855 


METROPOLITAN BRIDGES AND ROADS.— 
On the motion of Mr. Jackson, the 
House of Commons has appointed a 
select committee to inquire into the state 
and condition of the several communica- 
tions to and in the metropolis, including 
the bridges over the Thames and the 
approaches ‘thereto; to report whether 
the communications and approaches are 
adequate to the present and increasing 
traffic to and in the metropolis; if not, 
the best mode of improving the same, 
and whether it will be desirable to have 
one or more bridges over the Thames, 
and where. 
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LC€ DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Minister Gives Approval with Modifications 


AS peng announced in our last issue, 

Duncan Sandys, Minister of 
File and Local Government, has ap- 
proved with modifications the Develop- 
ment Plan for the Administrative County 
of London. A letter from the Minister 
to Mr. W. G. Fiske, chairman of the 
Council’s town planning committee, 
which accompanies the approved plan, 
says, ‘“ It will, I am sure, provide a sound 
and wisely conceived framework within 
which the life of London can continue 
to advance and develop in the years 
ahead.” 

The Minister’s letter says: The con- 
sideration of the plan by the Government 
has necessarily been a lengthy matter. 
Some 7,000 objections have had to be 
considered, together with many hundreds 
of subsequent modifications proposed by 
the London County Council itself. 


As you will see, I have endorsed all 
the main features of your plan. I have, 
however, felt it necessary to make some 
modifications in regard to certain of your 
proposals. 


All the more important of these 
changes have already been discussed in 
detail with representatives of your Coun- 
cil. I propose, therefore, in this letter 
to refer only to some of the major 
points. 

THE PROBLEM OF CONGESTION 


At the root of almost all London’s 
planning problems is the evil of conges- 
tion and its effects upon living, working 
and travelling conditions. The over- 
crowding of the residential districts, the 
scarcity of land for new house-building, 
the rush-hours, the traffic blocks, the 
long journeys to work, the lack of recrea- 
tional facilities, the general strain on 
health and nerves, all these are due to a 
large extent to the concentration in the 
et of so much activity of every 

in 

I am therefore glad to see that, in your 
statement of planning policy, you include 
among your main aims “the decentra- 
lisation of industry and commerce, in 
correspondence with a reduction of the 
population.” 

Proposed Increase in Industrial and 
Office Areas—In the light of this 
declared objective, I find it difficult to 
understand your proposal to allocate 
1,167 additional acres for new industrial 
building. I realise that some 230 acres 
of this land is intended for the relocation 
over the next 20 years of firms which are 
wrongly sited in non-industrial zones. 
Nevertheless, I feel that the substantial 
balance of 900 acres allocated for factory 
building must inevitably invite an un- 
desirable expansion of industrial activity. 

I also regret that your plan should pro- 
vide for an increase in the area allocated 
for office building, since it is the enor- 
mous number of offices and office 
workers which constitutes the greatest 
single cause of congestion. 

I discussed this matter recently with a 
deputation from your Council. How- 
ever, notwithstanding the full explana- 


tions which they were good enough to 
give me, I remain of the opinion that 
these proposals for an appreciable in- 
crease of the acreage of industrial and 
office building are not wholly consistent 
with your policy of decentralisation and 
could not fail to worsen the general 
problem of congestion in London. 

In the light of these considerations, I 
have felt obliged to make some modifica- 
tions in your plan, so as to correct this 
tendency as far as is practicable. 

I have accordingly re-zoned for resi- 
dential use some 380 acres of land, which 
is at present predominantly residential or 
vacant, but which, under the plan, was 
allocated for industrial, commercial or 
office uses. This change, while helping to 
reinforce your policy of decentralisation, 
will have the additional advantage of 
providing some further much-needed 
land for housing. — 


With this same object, I have also 
tightened up, in certain respects, the 
Statement of Policy accompanying the 
Plan. In particular, I have inserted a 
general provision that planning permis- 
sion should not normally be given, in any 
zone, to change the use of residential 
property, which is still capable of being 
used for housing purposes. 


VACATED FACTORIES 


One of the essential elements in any 
policy of de-congestion is to ensure that 
the factory premises of industries, which 
decide to move out of London, are not 
immediately re-occupied by other firms 
coming into London from outside. 

The most effective way of tackling this 
problem is for the Council to purchase 
these works by agreement, as and when 
they become vacant; and I am glad to 
know that, within the limits of your 
resources, you are considering adopting 
this course as part of your general plan- 
ning policy. 

I have no doubt that you will recog- 
nise the importance of allotting adequate 
funds for this purpose, since otherwise 
much of the benefit of the expenditure 
by the LCC and the Government on 
other aspects of the “overspill” prob- 
lem (including the development of the 
new and expanded towns) is liable to be 
thrown away. 

Survey of Uses.—In studying some of 
the issues raised in your plan I have 
found that in several respects the neces- 
sary Statistical and other information is 
not available. It seems to me that an 
effective attack on the problem of con- 
gestion requires. further surveys in 
regard to both industrial and office uses 
in the central areas of the County; and 


I have asked my officers to confer with © 


yours about the information which 


should be sought. 

Open Spaces.—\ welcome your de- 
cision to embody in the plan a definite 
standard in regard to the provision of 
public open space. The proposed stand- 
ard of 2} acres per thousand of the 
population would appear to be reason- 
able asa minimum. However, I am glad 
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to see that it is your intention to work 
up ultimately to a standard of 4 acres. 

In 18 out of the 28 Metropolitan 
Boroughs, the existing area of open space 
is less than the minimum proposed. A | 
further 2,750 acres would be needed to 
make up the deficiency. I notice, how- 
ever, that the plan provides for an 
increase of only about 1,000 acres over 
the next 17 years. The proposals for 
providing additional small open spaces in 
some of the more densely developed 
localities (such as Holborn, Chelsea, 
Paddington, Stoke Newington and 
Southwark) also appear a trifle meagre. 
A little open space, well placed, can do 
so much: to bring cheerfulness into a 
crowded urban area. 

Therefore, while recognising the prac- 
tical difficulties of replanning in these 
fully built-up districts, I hope your Coun- 
cil will, in due course, consider the 
possibility of doing rather more than ‘js 
now proposed. 


RESIDENTIAL DENSITIES 


The plan prescribes varying densities 
of population in different residential 
areas. In the main, these appear to be 
well conceived, and to conform with the 
best interests of the localities concerned. 

However, your proposals to increase 
the density of building in certain districts 
of special character, such as parts of 
Hampstead, Highgate, St. John’s Wood, 
Dulwich and Blackheath have, as you 
know, given rise to strong objections. 
After considering these, together with the 
representations of your Council, I have 
come to the conclusion that it is in the 
general interest to preserve the character 
of these districts; and I have accordingly 
had the plan modified so as to maintain 
the density of population at, or a little 
above, the present levels. 


Use of Symbols for Schools—As you 
know, there have been strong objections 
to the extensive use in the plan of 
symbols, denoting that, in a certain 
locality, it is intended to acquire land to 
build a school, but that the site for it 
has not yet been chosen. It is argued 
that this procedure creates uncertainty 
and depreciates property values over a 
wide area. 

These objections are, in my opinion, 
justified. Therefore, except where the 
site can be precisely defined, or where a 
whole area is programmed for re- 
development, I have caused the symbols 
to be deleted. 


Road Schemes. — Your plan provides 
for a large number of new roads or im- 
provements to existing roads. Most of 
these have been approved. However, in 
a few cases the Minister of Transport and 
I have come to the conclusion that some 
alternative scheme might be preferable 
to the one suggested. In such a case, I 
have deleted the proposal in question 
leaving it to your Council to consider 
making some amendment. This pro- 
cedure will enable those who may be 
affected by any change of plan to state 
their views before a final decision is 
made. 

One of the most important of the new 
schemes is Route 11 running through the 
City. The main portion of this route 
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has been approved, but as you know the 
approaches to the new road at each end 
raise quite serious problems. These 
portions of the route have, therefore, 
been deleted on the plan in order to 
allow the matter to be reconsidered. 


Incidentally, although it is a point of 
detail, I must say that I am not attracted 
by the title of Park Lane “ Boulevard ” 
which is suggested for the fine new road 
between Hyde Park Corner and Marble 
Arch. I cannot believe that it is really 
your intention to import foreign expres- 
sions of this kind into London’s street 
names. In order to ensure that the 
matter is reconsidered, I have taken the 
— of expunging this title from the 
plan. 


ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 


There is one area to which I have given 
very special attention, and that is the area 
in the City around St. Paul’s. On 
examining the detailed plans and models 
of the proposed scheme, I could not help 
feeling that a unique opportunity was 
being missed to provide a truly worthy 
setting for Wren’s world-famous 
cathedral. 

I am now in course of discussing this 
matter with representatives of your 
Council and of the Corporation. Mean- 
while, I have had your plan modified in 
such a way as not to preclude any 
changes in the treatment of this area 
which may be decided upon. 

These are the main points to which I 
wish to draw your attention. Subject to 
these and certain other lesser modifi- 
cations I have approved your plan. It 
will, I am sure, provide a sound and 
wisely conceived framework, within 
which the life of London can continue 
to advance and develop in the years 
ahead. 


LCC’s Comments 


THE MINISTER’S modifications to the 
development plan were the subject of a 
report by the Council’s town planning 
committee that was submitted to the LCC 
at its meeting on Tuesday. The com- 
mittee make a number of criticisms of 
the modifications in their report, but 
point out that there has not been sufficient 
time yet to give full consideration to 
their effects, and that a considered 
assessment of the changes imposed must 
await further study and _ practical 
experience. 

On the “important alteration” that 
will have the effect that firms in industrial 
zones will not normally be given per- 
mission for further development if they 
can move outside the County, the Com- 
mittee say they are concerned “ lest these 
restrictions may bear too hardly on the 
more progressive and expanding firms on 
whom the strength and buoyancy of 
London as the capital city depends.” 

Referring to the purchase of vacated 
factories, the committee state that the 
Council has always emphasised that re- 
location of industry is primarily a 
national rather than a local problem, 
but it continues to recognise its respon- 
sibility in this matter and discharges it 
to the limit of its resources. In the 
negotiations preceding last year’s Town 
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and Country Planning Act, 1954, a 
special rate of grant for this important 
purpose was sought unsuccessfully. 

The Committee draw attention to the 
fact that there is no recognised system 
whereby the Council is made aware of 
the intention of firms to vacate industrial 
premises, and suggest that the Minister 
should give his urgent attention to this 
matter. 


INDUSTRIAL ZONES 


The Minister has made substantial re- 
ductions in the amount of land zoned for 
industrial purposes, the report continues. 


“* The essential point to grasp is that in 


the Council’s proposals as submitted the 
primary purpose of the 1,167 acres within 
the industrial zones but not at present so 
used was to accommodate non-conform- 
ing industries from sites zoned for other 
purposes. It would be entirely false to 
draw from the Minister’s letter the 
inference that of this 1,167 acres, 900 
acres was for new industrial develop- 
ment.” 

The committee differ strongly about 
the suitability of a number of the sites 
which the Minister has decided shall be 
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used for residential purposes but which 
the Council proposed should be industrial 
(e.g., alongside railway lines, marshalling 
yards, gas works and canals), and they 
propose to reconsider this problem when 
the plan is next reviewed, and make it 
clear that the Council is not committed 
to the redevelopment of the areas. 


COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT 


The eight comprehensive development 
areas in the plan have been approved with 
small boundary changes. Here the com- 
mittee comment that the re-zoning for 
residential purposes of land in the 
Stepney/Poplar area intended for 
industry and commerce will lead to diffi- 
culties in re-locating “ non-conforming ” 
industry from areas about to be 
developed, and this and other consequent 
problems may make it necessary to sub- 
mit later amendments to the plan. 

On the South Bank about 20 acres 
intended for office purposes have been re- 
zoned for commerce or residential pur- 
poses and the committee expect that 
“there may be some difficulty in effect- 
ing comprehensive development on this 
basis.” 





LCC 


Multi-Storey Garages 


HE general purposes committee of 
London County Council have recom- 
mended that the Ministry of Transport 
should be told that the council is prepared 
in principle to be responsible for providing 
and operating public multi-storey garages 
in London, excluding the City. The condi- 
tions which the council makes are as 
follows :— 

That (a) It is understood that the council 
would normally only exercise such powers 
in relation to buildings in boroughs in 
which the borough councils did not them- 
selves wish to provide the building, and 
that the borough councils would otherwise 
continue to be regarded as the authorities 
responsible for public car parks. 

(b) Government grant at the rate of 75 
per cent. is forthcoming in respect of all 
deficiencies in operation. 

(c) Local authorities’ powers are enlarged 
to enable them to provide shops, show- 
rooms, petrol stations and repair facilities 


_ in such garages. 


(d) That the procedure involved in acquir- 
ing land or property required for providing 
parking places in buildings on or under 
land is simplified. 


Air Pollution 


THE general purposes committee have also 
considered the report of the Beaver Com- 
mittee on Air Pollution and state that they 
are in genera] agreement with the recom- 
mendations made and would welcome 
measures by the Government to take action 
along the lines of the recommendations. 
They have, however, made certain reserva- 
tions, including the following :— 

(1) While the council is prepared to take 
all reasonable steps to encourage its tenants 
to use smokeless fuel, it sees considerable 
objections to making the use of this fuel a 
condition of tenancy; 


(2) The use of smokeless fuel can best be 
influenced by national policy in regard to 
relative quality and availability, by provid- 
ing in particular for arrangements to secure 
that London and other large towns are 
given priority in supplies, for the fixing of 
the price of this fuel at a reasonable level, 
and for regulation of the availability of soft 
coal; and 

(3) That the Council is prepared in prin- 
ciple to undertake a programme for the 
conversion of its central heating installa- 
tions to oil-burning on the understanding 
that the expenditure would rank for sub- 
stantial grants. 


Appointment of Engineer 


THE PROMOTION of Mr. A. J. H. Clayton, 
BSc, AMICE, at present an assistant senior 
engineer in the chief engineer’s department, 
to a position of divisional engineer at a 
salary of £1,775 rising to £2,075, is recom- 
mended. 


Flatted Factories 


THE town planning committee. have had 
plans prepared for. workshop premises ito be 
built in areas zoned for industry in the 
County of London Development Plan. 
These buildings, it is stated, will fulfil a need 
for workshop space, economically Con- 
structed, adaptable to a great variety ef 
needs, and capable of being let in large or 
small areas. 

The buildings have been designed to be 
more than one-storey high, so as to make 
full use of the limited land available. The 
Board of Trade will be asked to issue 
development certificates for seven such 
workshop blocks, each of four storeys, to 
be erected on an £11,000 site which the LCC 
owns in Long-street, Shoreditch. 


Each floor will have two workshops of 
about 1,200 sq. ft. area, with additional 
storage space, and there will be two stair- 
cases and a platform hoist up the middle. 
The designs have been prepared in consulta- 
tion with the furniture trade (which is the 
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trade most affected), and the workshops can 
be divided or united in a variety of forms, 
while being capable of adaptation for other 
industries if necessary. 


“ High Paddington” 


THE town planning and housing com- 
mittees, in a joint report, have given their 
views on the scheme prepared by Mr. Sergei 
Kadleigh and Mr. Patrick Horsbrugh and 
known as “High Paddington.” The plan 
dealt with the intensive development of a 
site of about 18 acres over the existing 
parcels and goods depot of Paddington 
Station. The report states :— 


“Such a building would infringe a num- 
ber of controls imposed by the London 
Building Acts and ancillary enactments, 
but we are advised that the scheme would 
not present insuperable difficulty from this 
aspect. As a housing project, however, as 
a town planning conception, and for 
economic reasons we consider that develop- 
ment of the type proposed is hardly prac- 
ticable or desirable. We have: informed 
the authors of our views, while expressing 
appreciation of the work they have put into 
the development of this new conception.” 


County Hall 


THE establishment committee report that 
they have decided to accept the lowest 
tender (that of Higgs and Hill, Ltd.), 
amounting to £99,500, for the construction 
of the foundations of the final section of 
the north block of the New County Offices 
at the rear of the County Hall, and for the 
construction of a sub-way connecting with 
the main building. 


KEEPING DOWN COSTS 


IoW Builders’ Dinner 


Mr. G. Banks, president of the Southern 
Counties Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, speaking at the annual dinner 
of the Isle of Wight Association at New- 
port on February 7, said that not only 
could the present rise in building costs—5 
per cent. per annum in the last 10 years—be 
halted, but costs could actually be cut. He 
thought that the answer was better co-opera- 
tion between the various professions which 
contributed towards building, and a proper 
use being made of those builders’ traditional 
methods which had stood the test of ages. 


Mr. Banks said that there were a great 
many inconsistencies in design. The Federa- 
tion at the moment were arguing about the 
responsibility for design. Most builders 
knew that if anything went wrong they 
could not escape some responsibility, and, 
because of this, they felt that they should be 
brought into collaboration before the 
trouble, not after it. Results of the trade’s 
experience could be more readily applied 
than they were. 


A good deal of the cost of building could 
be saved by agreeing beforehand what was 
to be done. Instancing American building 
methods, which he had examined first hand, 
Mr. Banks said that their buildings were 
planned. A builder had a contract and 
could refuse alterations after the contract 
was signed. Admitted alterations were the 
subject of an extra charge, and consequently 
their numbers were kept down. 
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TRAINING FOR MANAGEMENT IN THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY 


Professor Mace’s Lecture at the Institute of Builders 


LECTURE on “ Training for Man- 

agement in the Building Industry ” 
was given by PRoFESSOR C. A. MACE, 
MA, Professor of Psychology, Birkbeck 
College, University of London, at a meet- 
ing of the Institute of Builders, held at 
48, Bedford-square, WC1, on February 
23. Professor Mace said: 


Two predictions about developments 
in British industry during the next fifty 
years can be made with confidence: (1) 
That there will be generally an extensive 
development of organised training for 
industrial management comparable per- 
haps to that which has taken place in 
the United States during the preceding 
fifty years. (2) That in Britain (as in the 
United States) considerable difficulty will 
be experienced in adapting to the require- 
ments: of the building industry methods 
of management training which have been 
most successful in other industries. 

The development of training is being 
forced upon industry by the ever- 
increasing load on top management. 
Work simplification and the specialisa- 
tion of jobs, whilst decreasing the 
demands on the operatives and crafts- 
men, proportionately increases the de- 
mands on those who organise their work. 
But division of labour through speciali- 
sation applies also at the management 
level. The general manager becomes in- 
creasingly the co-ordinator of the work 
of specialists. As he has more and more 
to learn, he has, in consequence of 
changes in the general educational sys- 
tem, less and less time in which to 
learn it. 

Science, however, is being applied in- 
creasingly to management and manage- 
ment training—not through what used to 
be called “ scientific management” but 
through developments in industrial psy- 
chology. To begin with industrial psy- 


chology was almost exclusively concerned‘ 


with problems related to the operative. 
It is now not less concerned with super- 
vision and management. There is a basic 
logic in the application of psychology to 
any kind of work, manual or managerial. 
The absolute starting point is a “ job- 
analysis.” A precise description of what, 
for example, an operative or a manager 
actually has to do affords a firm basis 
for the development of systematic 
methods through which the operative or 
the manager can be trained. 


THE NATURE OF MANAGEMENT 


One of the best-known accounts of the 
nature of management was that of Fayol, 
who divided the management function 
into six activities: forecasting, planning, 
organising, commanding, co-ordinating 
and controlling. It was perhaps this sort 
of account of the matter that led Mr. 
Longley (in his introduction to “ Organ- 
isation of Building Firms”) to say 
that the theory of management has not 
yet been put into a form adapted to the 
needs of practical men. But not every 
job analysis is of this kind. 


Some approximation to the needed 
job analysis is to be found in the accounts 
of managerial function implicit in the 
Urwick Report on Education for Man- 
agement; in the actual principles of man- 
agement training developed at the Har- 
vard Business School; and in_ the 
principles of management training 
developed in this country in the Staff 
College at Henley. In addition, there is 
a small body of results based on scien- 
tific methods of research which make it 
possible to give a more precise analysis 
of the job of the manager and to evalu- 
ate the effects of systematic training. 


Broadly, management can be divided 
into the specialised and middle level man- 
agement functions on the one hand, and 
the central and top level functions on the 
other. The former can and should be 
delegated, the latter cannot, and should 
not be even if they could be. 


SPECIALISED FUNCTIONS 


The specialised management functions 
include such things as costing, accoun- 
tancy, and in the building industry such 
things as planning and progressing, site 
organisation, etc. The central and gen- 
eral functions can be described under 
such headings as the making of policy 
decisions, co-ordination and leadership. 


The truisms that “the skills of man- 
agement cannot be taught in lectures,” 
“that managers learn by doing,” have 
tended to obscure the fact that by the use 
of systematic methods (including, but not 
restricted to, lectures) the process of 
learning by practical experience can be 
greatly accelerated in all who have the 
capacity to learn by doing or in any other 
way. Every form of training system takes 
this for granted. 

Skill in management in the building 
industry can be acquired in part by well- 
designed courses of instruction (more 
especially in what the Urwick Report 
describes as background subjects, e.g., 
economics, commercial law and indus- 
trial psychology, and in “tool subjects” 
—the tool subjects in building manage- 


. ment include the specialised functions of 


accounting, costing, work study, plan- 
ning, progressing, etc.—and these are 
satisfactorily treated only in close rela- 
tion to building rather than in the form 
in which they are presented in courses of 
training for factory management. The 
central management subjects proper, e.g., 
“ forecasting, planning, organising, com- 
manding, co-ordinating and controlling,” 
can be illuminated in lecture courses, but 
require the use of of the “ case method” 
developed at Harvard, and the syndicate 
method of Henley. The case method, for 
example, has proved successful in that 
important part of management training 
concerned with “ human relations.” The 
syndicate method could perhaps be most 
fruitfully applied to the training for 
building management in promoting co- 
Operation (the need for which was 
stressed by the committee on the placing 
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and management of building contracts) 
between the “seven persons or groups 
concerned "—owner, architect, consult- 
ant, quantity surveyor, general con- 
tractor, sub-contractor and operative. 


MAKING WISE DECISIONS 


There is no simple system for training 
men to make wise policy decisions. Often 
such decisions are 50 per cent. genius 
and 50 per cent. luck, and there is no way 
of training a man to be a genius or of 
training him to be lucky. But managers 
do not spend the whole of every working 
day in making policy decisions, nor in 
giving orders. 

Much of their time is spent in doing 
two things, both of which they would do 
better if training were added to exper- 
ience. 

They spend much of their time in re- 
ceiving and in giving advice. The gen- 
eral inanager has the peculiar qualifica- 
tion of being both a semi-skilled and a 
multi-skilled worker. Everyone he con- 
sults, advises or directs knows very much 
more than he does himself in some 
specialised field of activity. He is, how- 
ever, at an advantage in his relations to 
each of the specialists in that he knows 
something about the field of every other 
specialist. It is in this sense that he is the 
co-ordinator; and co-ordination is some- 
thing which he cannot delegate. 

“Leadership ” is another thing which 
cannot be delegated. There is a roman- 
tic theory of leadership according to 
which the leader leads by going first. In 
actual fact industrial leadership consists 
in inspiring others to do what, from the 
nature of the case, he cannot and should 
not do himself. Leadership in manage- 
ment is getting things done through other 
people. The Duke of Plaza Toro, “who 
led his regiment from behind,” was in 
fact in one important way the type of 
the real-life leader. The best real-life 
example is that of the man who led his 
country to victory from Downing-street 
and from behind the microphone. But 
that leader was always well known for 
his perpetual itch to be in dangerous posi- 
tions. There is a moral in this for man- 
agement in building. The manager must 
lead from the head office, but he will do 
it all the better if he suffers from the itch 
to be in the front line—in his case, on the 
building site. 


EDUCATION IN THE INDUSTRY 


The building industry has rightly com- 
menced the development of management 
education by the organisation of courses 
for general foremen. The special func- 
tions are fairly well cared for by the 
professional bodies, but the industry has 
lagged far behind most other industries 
in provision for training in general man- 
agement. There is a real need for higher 
education for careers in the building in- 
dustry to be redesigned in the light of 
advances generally in the fields of higher 
technological and management educa- 
tion. Some pin their hopes on the expan- 
sion of building studies in the universi- 
ties. This is one but not the only pos- 
sible line of advance; the universities pro- 
vide a liberal and humane education 
largely through the extra curricula acti- 
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vities of the students. Educationally 
they are apt to be narrow, specialised 
and mainly concerned with the promo- 
tion of research. Among the broadest 
forms of training for professional and 
industrial careers are those provided in 
the higher technological institutes in 
which all relevant studies can be closely 
integrated. Is it too much to ask for a 
higher technological institute for all the 
studies related to building—architecture, 
building science, economics, accoun- 
tancy, etc.? 

There is in any case a real need that 
someone in the industry or some organ- 
isation should begin thinking about this 
in a really big way— with a clearer con- 
ception of the ultimate objectives, and 
clearer conceptions of the order in which 
the process may best be phased, and in 
the light of these wider concepts a defini- 
tion of what requires to be done next. 
Building education, like building itself, 
needs to be planned and progressed in a 
far-sighted way. 


CUTTING BUILDING COSTS 


Preparation that Pays 


BUILDING costs could be substantially 

reduced if the man for whom the build- 
ing is to be built, and all others concerned, 
would take steps to see that it is properly 
planned before work begins on the site. Mr. 
L. J. Hottoway, president of the LMBA, 
emphasised this point at a meeting of Central 
Area No. 2 on March 11. Lt.-Col. W. W. 
Dove, CBE, TD, chairman of the area, pre- 
sided. 

A day’s costs on a site, said Mr. Holloway, 
bore no relation to a weék spent in prepara- 
tion, and the building owner must be made 
to realise how this balance of costs affected 
the tender. Weeks spent in proper planning 
and co-ordinating were cheaper than days 
spent in time wasted on the site for lack of 
it. Not only would the client be called upon 
to spend proportionately less, but the builder 
and his operatives would be happier in 
doing a well-planned job, and that again 
would affect productivity and price. 

Directly a man was put on a building 
site, costs started to accrue. The labour 
force was built up, supervision and 
administration provided, plant and 
machinery installed, materials delivered 
and all other essentials began to pile up. 

Mr. Holloway recalled that the Howard 
Robertson Committee on Tendering Proce- 
dure had said in its report, paragraph 34: 
“We wish to stress the importance of plan- 
ning ir. advance,” and had referred to similar 
recommendations made in no fewer than 
five other reports published since the war. 
Joint committees of architects, quantity sur- 
veyors and builders had now been estab- 
lished throughout the country, charged with 
the duty of furthering these recommenda- 
tions. 

It has been recognised by the builders for 
years past that lack of proper pre-tender 
planning contributed in no _ insignificant 
measure to the high cost of building. 


Double Bonus Earned 


DurING an experiment conducted by 
Wates, Ltd., erection time for their new 
tradition houses speeded up to such an ex- 
tent that all the men in the gang earned 
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twice the bonus they had been getting. The 
basis of the scheme was to keep a constant 
check on the work of each man in order 
that all undue wastage of time and effort 
should be eliminated. Planning discussions 
were held at the end of each day and an 
exact programme worked out for the follow- 
ing day. 


INSTITUTE OF PLUMBERS 


Combined Dinner and Dance 


HE combined dinner and dance of the 
Institute of Plumbers and the National 
Federation of Plumbers and Domestic 
Engineers (Employers) was held at the Park 
Lane Hotel, London, on March 9. The guests 
were welcomed by Mr. Tom Crossland, 
FRSanl, president of the Institute, and Mr. 
James Heron, president of the Federation. 

In proposing the toast of “HM Govern- 
ment,” Mr. HERON referred to suggestions 
made for the reintroduction of the system 
of fixed-price tenders for building, but said 
that in his view, with current prices of 
materials still unstable, it was not a con- 
venient time to take this step. Although 
the prices of some basic building materials 
were more stable now than they had been, 
materials used in the plumbing trade, such 
as copper, were still subject to frequent 
alteration, he said. 

He believed that to restore the fixed-price 
system now would send building costs 
higher, which was something the industry 
was trying to avert. 

Mr. Heron went on to point out the im- 
portance of good plumbing and the comforts 
it afforded. Only those who had lived where 
good plumbing was not available could 
appreciate fully the benefits it gave, he said. 
Because plumbers were not required to be 
registered, it was possible for unqualified 
people to enter the trade, the speaker 
warned. This was an unsatisfactory situa- 
tion, for it was more than ever necessary, 
when modern systems like  single-stack 
plumbing were used, that the work should 
be carried out by fully trained men. 

Mr. Nicet BircH, Minister of Works, 
who responded, said that, apart from new 
buildings, there was a large volume of work 
for the plumbing trade in connection with 
the conversion and improvement of old 
housing property. One of the most urgent 
needs of these old houses was better plumb- 
ing arrangements, and he felt sure that the 
industry was capable of providing them. 

With the abolition of building licensing, 
the Minister stated, the aim of his depart- 
ment had turned towards maintaining a 
high and stable volume of work for the 
building industry, and this continued to be 
its main object. 

The toast of “The Guests ” was proposed 
by Mr. CROSSLAND, and the response was 
made -by Mr. J. C. Morris, AMICE, 
MiStructE, chairman of the Council, Royal 
Sanitary Institute. 


PAINTING CONTRACTORS’ DINNER 


Speaking at the annual dinner of the 
Federation of Painting Contractors on 
March 7, Mr. Peter H. Kenyon, the presi- 
dent, said that although painting contractors 
were in competition one with another, they 
must all endeavour to uphold the status of 
their trade. In our report, which appeared 
last week, Mr. Kenyon was wrongly quoted 
on this point. 








IN PARLIAMENT 
Loans to Local Authorities 


(CPPOSITION suggestions that a brake was 
being applied to local authority bor- 
rowing by the increase in the rate of interest 
on loans from the Public Works Loan Board 
were denied in the House of Com- 
mons on March 7; when the Public 
Works Loan Bill was considered in com- 
mittee. 

Mr. GLENvVIL HALL moved an amend- 
ment to increase the limit of advances and 
commitments which the commissioners 
could make from £1,000m. to £1,200m. He 
said that the Opposition were genuinely ap- 
prehensive that the sum allocated in the Bill 
would not be sufficient. In 1952 when Bank 
rate was 4 per cent. the board’s rate was 
44 per cent., and the Government, under 
pressure, had increased the housing subsidy. 

Now they had decreased the subsidy, and 
there was every reason why they should re- 
examine the question to alter their decision 
and increase it to enable local authorities 
to meet the increased costs which would fall 
on them. Was the real reason, he asked, 
for the Government only increasing the 
board’s rate to 4 per cent. and not to 44 per 
cent. because they felt that if they did they 
would have to increase the subsidy? It was 
thought that the Government might raise the 
rate still higher. Bank rate was now 44 per 
cent., and that was an additional reason why 
local authorities would more and more seek 
to obtain their loans from the board. For 
that reason the £1,000m. would not be suffi- 
cient, and ought to be increased. 

Mr. BLENKINSOP said that there was evi- 
dence that local authorities were borrowing 
at a higher rate from the board. It was 
possible for them in certain cases to borrow 
for housing purposes on medium terms in- 
stead of being obliged to borrow for the 
whole period of the life of the asset—that 
was about 60 or 80 years. Local authorities 
had moved from the open market back-to the 
board because they could now borrow for 
a 15-year period for housing purposes. 

The only reason for thinking that borrow- 
ing might be lower than it had been in the 
past would be for the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to take further specific measures 
to try to damp down local authority borrow- 
ing. That was what the Opposition sus- 
pected would happen. There had been a 
series of declarations by the Government 
of their development plans. If those plans 
were to come to fruition they would require 
large sums being borrowed, and one would 
have expected that to have started within 
the period of the currency of the Bill, 

The action being taken now would sug- 
gest that those great proposals would not be 
operated, or would be postponed still 
further. It seemed extraordinary that almost 
at one and the same moment that the 
Government made public announcements 
of great schemes of development for roads, 
housing and education they should take 
action, which if it meant anything, meant a 
desire on their part to hold back investment 
in those developments. They had not been 
impressed by what they had heard about the 
Government’s inténtions on the housing 
subsidies. Housing would be made more 
expensive and local authorities would be 
discouraged from carrying out their full pro- 
grammes. 
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Mr. HENRY BROOKE, Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury, resisting the amendment, 
said that there was no abstruse policy in the 
Government’s action, nor was there anything 
sinister lurking round the corner. The pre- 
sent Act authorised £500m. to be advanced, 
and from December 18, 1953, to date, 
March 7, £43im. had been advanced. In 
that period the total of advances and com- 
mitments was £932m. out of an authorisa- 
tion of £1,200m. Under the new procedure 
the local authorities had agreed that from 
the end of last year commitments more than 
two years old and not taken up should be 
cancelled—they had totalled £147m.—and 
that they would only seek approval of loans 
from the board when they were virtually 
certain they would take them up. 


When that system was operating fully local 
authorities would not need to obtain appro- 
val from the board until a short time before 
they would take the money. By the end of 
this year about £100m. in old commitments 
more than two years old would not have 
been taken up. The average period which 
elapsed between approval of a loan and its 
being taken would diminish substantially. 
This Bill would not put a brake on local 
authority borrowing, nor was it a warning 
to them not to pursue a borrowing policy. 

The amendment was negatived and the 
Bill read the third time. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
REBUILDING THE MINT 


Proposals to rebuild part of the Royal 
Mint during the. next six or eight years were 
announced to the House of Commons by 


Mr. BuTLer, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
on March 15. 

Mr. Butler, in a written reply, stated that 
because of the serious congestion in the 
Mint, reconstruction of the operative depart- 
ment was necessary to improve its layout 
and to introduce up-to-date machinery and 
methods of handling. 

The ultimate cost of the work, which 
would be borne by the Ministry of Works, 
was provisionally estimated at about 
£925,000. Work would be carried out in 
stages to create the minimum interferefce 
with production. 

The existing Regency building in which 
the administrative offices were housed would 
not be affected. 

A spokesman of the Ministry of Works 
told The Builder that plans for the recon- 
struction of the Mint are being prepared 
under the direction of Mr. Eric Bedford, 
CVO, ARIBA, chief architect to the 
Ministry, and the London County Council, 
as the planning authority. The Royal Fine 
Art Commission will be consulted on the 
design. Rebuilding is expected to start in 
about two years’ time. 


IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 


Mr. BOWDEN asked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government if he was aware 
of the large number of pre-war council 
houses in Leicester without hot-water sys- 
tems; and if he would give improvement 
grants to the local authority with installations 
where the tenants were prepared to meet part 
of the cost. 

Mr. SANpys stated in a written reply on 
March I: I will, of course, consider any 
application which the council may submit to 
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me, though I should not normally be pre. 
pared to sanction improvement grants for 
houses on which subsidies are already being 
paid. 

Mr. BLENKINSoP asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government what sum 
was paid to local authorities by the Ex. 
chequer under Sections 16 and 25 of the 
Housing Act, 1949, which relate to Ex- 


chequer contributions to improvement grants, | 
for each of the years 1950 to 1954, inclusive, | 

Mr. SANDys replied, on March 2: The | 
sums paid to local authorities in England | 
and Wales by the Exchequer under those | 


sections have been: 1950-51, £179; 1951-52, 
£2,276; 1952-53, £12,621; 1953-54, £29,854. 


On March 8, Mr. REMNANT asked the © 


Minister of Housing and Local Government 
how many local authorities in England had 
declined to make any improvement grants, 

Mr. SANDys: Up to the end of last year 
927 local authorities in England and Wales 
had made improvement grants. 


making grants. 


Mr. REMNANT asked the Minister to con- | 
sult the 927 authorities about the difficulties | 


they were experiencing in making the im- 


provements grants, and ask in what way | 


they considered he could help. 


Mr. SANpDys said he was inquiring into | 
the matter and had sought the views of | 
representative local authorities on it. He | 
had also taken other action to encourage | 
local authorities to take full action of the 


powers given to them under the Act. 


CERTIFICATES OF DISREPAIR 


Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the -Minister of 
Housing and Local Government how many 
applications had been made for certificates 
of disrepair under the Housing Repairs and 


Rents Act, 1954, in Newcastle upon Tyne; [ 
and how many such certificates had been | 


issued. 

Mr. SANDYS, in a reply on March 2, said: 
I am informed that up to February 14, 1955, 
Newcastle upon Tyne City Council had re- 
ceived 196 applications by tenants for cer- 
tificates of disrepair. Of these 182 had been 


granted and none refused. Five had been i 


withdrawn; the rest were still under con- 
sideration. 
been four applications by landlords for the 
revocation of certificates of disrepair, upon 
the completion of the required repairs. Two 
of these had been granted, and two were 
under consideration. 


ALLOCATION OF STEEL 


Mr. Hector HuGues asked the Minister | 


of Supply if he was aware that certain large 
stockholders of stee] ordered and obtained 
more steel than they required and thereby 


interfered with and reduced supplies of steel 7 


to smaller stockholders; and if he would take 
action to control the allocation of steel. 
Mr. SELWYN LLoyp, in a written reply on 
February 28, stated: Neither I nor the Iron 
and Steel Board have any evidence of action 
by large. stockholders on the lines suggested 
in the question. I have asked the board to 
inquire into the particular case to which 
he has drawn attention and will write to 
him as soon as I have their report. Although 
the high level of industrial demand for steel 
is causing some difficulties in supply, they 
are not on a scale to justify the inconvenience 
and expense of the re-imposition of control. 


It does not | 
follow that the others have decided against | 


Up to the same date, there had F 
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HOUSES FOR EX-SERVICEMEN 
Replying to a question in the House of 
Commons on March 1, Mr. DUNCAN 
SanDYs, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, said that he was writing to 
local authorities recommending them to 
adopt the principle that an application for 
a council house, made within one year of 
his leaving the Forces, by a regular ex- 
Serviceman, who had found empioyment in 
or near the district, or had family connec- 
tion with it, should be considered exclu- 
sively on the basis of his housing needs, 
without any regard whatsoever for the 
length of his residence in the locality. 


SIZE OF HOUSING SUBSIDY 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government declined to yield to Opposition 
requests in the Commons on March 8 for a 
revision of the housing subsidy because of 
the recently increased Bank rate. 

Mr. DUNCAN SANDYs had been asked to 
take this action to compensate local authori- 
ties for the effects of that increase but re- 
plied “I am not satisfied that any special 
action is called for at present.” 

Mr, Gipson asked if the Minister was 
aware that the recent increase in Bank rate 
would entail an increase in the cost of loans 
to local authorities, whether from the Public 
Works Loans Commissioners or in the 
money market; what estimate he had made 
of the additional burden so imposed on the 
finances of local authorities; and what action 
he proposed by promoting legislation or 
otherwise, to ease that additional burden. 

Mr, Lewis asked if the Minister could 
explain why he was not satisfied. Could he 
give reasons. 

Mr, SANDys said that interest and build- 
ing costs had frequently changed up and 
down in the past without any immediate ad- 
justment being made, and he saw no reason 
to depart from the procedure. 

Mr. HuGu DA tton asked if the Minister 
recalled that his predecessor had won a not- 
able victory over the Treasury on this issue, 
and would Mr. Sandys not try to repeat that 
victory. 

Mr. Sanpys: I prefer to win my victories 
over other people. 

Mr. Gipson asked if the House could 
assume that no kind of estimate was possible 
of the impact of a rise in Bank rate on local 
government finance, and in particular of the 
extra money that would be added to housing 
authorities with a consequent effect on rents. 

MR. SANDYS said that on the wider issue 
the equalisation account came into the 
matter, but he could not go into it in answer 
to a supplementary question. 

Mr. H. Hynp asked what would be the 
additional cost of a £2,000 house built by a 
local authority on money borrowed at the 
new rates of interest from the Public Works 
Loan Board. 

Mr. Sanpys: The increase in loan charges 
on £2,000 will be about £4 a year. 


SALES OF COUNCIL HOUSES 


On March 8, Lreut.-CoL. Lirton asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment how many houses had been sold by 
local authorities, following the issue of Cir- 
cular No, 64 of 1952. 

Mr. Beepes, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry, who replied, said the figure 
was 3,120 up to the end of last month. 
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PRIVATE STREET WORKS 


On March 8, Mr. Gower asked the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government what 
action he would take to accelerate the com- 
pletion of private streets, particularly those 
which had remained in an unmade condition 
since before the 1939-45 war; and if he 
would bear in mind that the disappointment 
of the people affected by the condition of 
such streets was aggravated by the prompt 
completion of new roads, often in proximity 
to these private streets. 

Mr, DEeDES said that this was a matter 
for local authorities. They needed to apply 
for the Minister’s consent only when they 
wished to raise a loan for the work. The 
Minister was always ready to consider such 
applications where streets were in a bad 
condition. 


EX-SERVICE CAMP CLOSURES 


On March 8, Mr. REMNANT asked the 
Minister how many ex-service camps, used 
for temporary housing accommodation, had 
been closed in the last six months of 1954. 

Mr. Sanpys: Eighty-four. 


REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT 


On March 8, Mr. Dopps asked the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government if 
he would make a statement on the initial 
effect of the Housing Repairs and Rents 
Act in connection with the aim to check the 
decay of older houses, 

Mr. SANDYS said that he proposed te re- 
view the matter in about two months, after 
which he would be ready to make a state- 
ment. 


STANDARDS OF FITNESS 


On March 8, Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the 
Minister whether his attention had been 
called to the judgment in the case of Ful- 
lerton versus Wallasey Corporation, as it 
affected the standards of fitness prescribed 
under the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 
1954, governing the issue of certificates of 
disrepair; and what action he proposed to 
take. 

Mr. Sanpys: I have considered this judg- 
ment, but I do not see that it calls for any 
action by me. 

Mr. BLENKINSOP asked if the Minister 
was aware that the views expressed in 
that case were in direct conflict with the 
interpretation given by Mr. Harold Mac- 
millan, when Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. As many local authority offi- 
cials thought that this might have a serious 
effect on housing standards and on the 
implementation of the Act, could the Mini- 
ster not examine the question. 


Mr. SANDYS said that he had examined it. 
He agreed that there was a conflict with 


-the interpretation given in a departmental 


circular. He did not propose to give an 
opinion about who was right or wrong. 


BANKSIDE POWER STATION 


On March 8, Mr. GeEorGE ISAacs 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government if he was aware of the in- 
crease in the nuisance caused by soot 
and’ dirt deposits from the Bankside old 
Power Station in Southwark, which this 
winter had increased by approximately 50 
per cent. over the corresponding period of 
the previous 12 months; that the recording 
instruments used by the Southwark borough 


479 


council showed that in the latest recorded 
month approximately 76 tons of dirt were 
deposited in one area of roughly a square 
mile as against 57 tons in the corresponding 
month in the previous year; that observa- 
tion showed concentration of sulphur dioxide 
in the air in addition to deposits of sulphur 
compounds; and, in view of the danger 
to health and interference with business in 
Southwark, when he would take action to 
end this nuisance. 

Mr. SANDys: I have seen no evidence to 
show that the soot emitted from the Bank- 
side old Power Station has increased in the 
last 12 months. 

Mr. Isaacs asked if the Minister 
was aware that the figures given by the 
borough council were official. In July 1953 
there were 62 tons and in July 1954 there 
were 67 tons. It had to be endured in 
winter and summer. In view of all the talk 
about nuclear energy could there not be 
some new clear atmosphere. 

Mr. SANDys said that he did not think 
the figures were particularly related to the 
soot emitted from the power station. They 
were more general calculations. He had 
arranged, in co-operation with the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power for inspectors to visit 
the power station and ascertain the position. 
They would be visiting it within the next few 
weeks. 


Mr. IsAAcs said that he would raise the 
matter again. 


SMOKE ABATEMENT 


On March 8, Mr. NoeEL-BAKER asked the 
Minister whether he would arrange for a 
subsidy of £3,000 a year to be paid from 
Government revenues to the Smoke Abate- 
ment Society. 

Mr. SANDYS said that most useful work 
was being done by the National Smoke 
Abatement Society, but it did not necessarily 
follow that a Government subsidy was called 
for. 

Mr. NoeEL-BAKER Said that the society’s 
work could be usefully extended if there 
was a subsidy of this kind, and suggested 
that, as the annual loss to the nation by 
smoke pollution was about £300m., such a 
subsidy would be a good investment. 

Mr. SANDYS said that he was not un- 
sympathetic to that point of view, but there 
were many deserving causes to which sub- 
sidies could be given. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT ORGANISA- 
TION 


On March 8, Mr. SANpys, Minister of 
Housing and Loeal Government, replying 
to several questions asking whether he was 
yet able to make a statement about his pro- 
posals for the reorganisation of local govern- 
ment, said: “I expect to be able to make a 
statement very soon.” 


GIBRALTAR DEVELOPMENT 


On March 9, Mr. GEORGE JEGER asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he would make a statement on 
housing improvements in Gibraltar, now 
proposed by his department. 

Mr. HOoPKINSON, Minister of State, 
Colonial Office, stated on March 9: 
Gibraltar’s main housing need is for new 
flats, of which about 900 have been built 
since the war. The Gibraltar Government: 
are pressing on with further construction, 
and financial help from this country under- 
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the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Acts will supplement local resources. 

Lizut..COMMANDER Maypon asked the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies whether 
he was able to make a statement on the 
Port Development Plan for Gibraltar. 

Mr. Hopkinson: Sir Eric Millbourn, the 
honorary Ports Adviser to the Ministry of 
Transport and Civil Aviation, recently 
visited Gibraltar and his report recom- 
mended that an engineering survey should 
be made as the first step. The detailed 
report by a consulting engineer has now 
been: received and is being studied in 
Gibraltar and here. 


NEW ROAD SCHEMES 


On March 9, SIR WAVELL WAKEFIELD 
asked the Minister of Transport and Civil 
Aviation if he would state the number and 
value of road improvement schemes that 
had been, or would be, actually started 
during the current financial year; and the 
estimated amount that would have been 
spent on them during this financial year. 

Mr. Boyp-CaRPENTER, in a written reply, 
stated: On trunk and classified roads only, 
about 4,000. Their value is about 
£17,500,000 and about £12,500,000 is likely 
to be actually spent on them in the current 
financial year. 

Mr. Stokes asked the Minister what was 
the area of land already acquired for the 
Cromwell-road extension, the cost to date 
of its acquisition and the probable total 
cost and area of land required for this 
extension. 

Mr. BoypD-CaRPENTER replied that approxi- 
mately 13.6 acres had been acquired on the 
section in Middlesex and 23 acres in the 
area of the London County Council. The 
total cost of land acquisition to date was 
about £750,000. The total area of land 
required was about 50 acres, and its esti- 
mated total cost £2,200,000, including 
accommodation work and rehousing. 

Mr. STOKES also asked the estimated total 
cost of the announced scheme for widening 
Piccadilly; the cost and area of land 
acquired; and its rateable value. 

Mr. Boyp-CarRPENTER replied: £28,900. 
Land totals 146 sq. yards, and costs £20,800. 
The rateable value is not available. 


SHEFFIELD FOREMEN AND 
CLERKS OF WORKS 
Annual Dinner 


Tue Sheffield and District Clerks of 
Works and Building Foremen’s Association 
held their annual dinner-dance at the Royal 
Victoria Hotel, Sheffield, on February 16. 

Mr. G. E. Dyson, president of the Shef- 
field Building Trades Employers’ Associa- 
tion, outlinéd a picture of building opera- 
tions in 1984 which, he said, could result 
from the higher educational facilities being 
granted to apprentices. There would be 
20 or 30 men in control of a building pro- 
ject, and only two or three workmen. He 
said there was a danger of over-education. 
In the past apprentices had given up their 
own time to become better educated to their 
own benefit and that of the industry. 

Mr. J. L. WomerSLEY, ARIBA, Sheffield 
City Architect, asked members to keep alive 
to new developments in building operations, 
as text books on the new methods in mech- 
anisation which were. revolutionising the 
work, had not yet been. written. 
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“LARGE FIRMS FASTER” 
Housing at Swindon 


AT a ceremony for the opening of the 
3,000th house built by Swindon 
Corporation since’ the war, COUNCILLOR 
H. V. Bonp, chairman of the Corporation 
housing committee, said that the last 1,000 
houses had taken only 18 months to build. 
This was, he said, a vindication of the 
council’s policy of using large national con- 
tractors, and it was obvious that the council 
with its large building programme would 
have to rely mainly on these contractors, 
though local builders had made their con- 
tribution and the council hoped they would 
continue to help. 
The house was the Easiform type built 
by John Laing and Son, Ltd. 


HOLIDAY STAMPS REFUND 


Labourer Convicted on False Pretences 
Charge 


FOR attempting to obtain the sum of 

£6 17s. 6d. from the Building and Civil 
Engineering Holidays Scheme Management, 
Ltd., by false pretences, Joseph Benedict 
McCann, aged 39, a labourer, of 57, Field- 
gate-street, El, was fined £7 and ordered to 
pay five gns. costs or six weeks’ imprison- 
ment at Clerkenwell Magistrates Court on 
March 10. He was given 21 days in which 
to pay. 

McCann, who had pleaded not guilty, 
appeared on remand. 

It was stated that McCann claimed a re- 
fund of the value of the stamps upon a 
holiday card which he claimed to be his. 
The card had been burned in such a way as 
to obliterate the name and means of identi- 
fication, but evidence was given for the 
prosecution to show that the holder of the 
card had been employed by the firm of 
W. E. Chivers at Aldermaston upon a 
security contract. The defendant had been 
employed for a short time by this firm, but 
not on the security contract. 

On March 10, evidence was given by an 
official of the Borough Exchange, Walworth, 
that McCann signed on 41 occasions as un- 
employed during the period November 27, 
1953 to January 13, 1954, and also on other 
days in January and February, 1954. 

McCann, in evidence, said he was a 
single man and came to this country from 
Ireland in 1940 . He had no convictions for 
dishonesty. He was working for Chivers for 
two or three weeks last year, finishing on 
August 13 and when he left he was given 
his holiday card with his insurance card and 
PAYE form. When he sent in the claim, 
he believed that the holiday card was his. 

The magistrate (Mr. Frank Powell) 
pointed out that stamps on the card covered 
the period during which McCann was shown 
to have been unemployed and in London. 
He could not have been working at that time 
at Aldermaston, which was 50 miles from 
London. 

McCann told the magistrate that the card 
got burned when he was playing cards and 
dice at the camp until three or four in the 
morning and had got drunk. 

Mr. Powell said the card had been burned 
in such a way that the name and address 
of the person to whom it was issued and 
all marks of identification had been burned 
off and the stamps not damaged at all. It 
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seemed to have been a very careful burning. 
He had come to the conclusion that McCann 
was trying to get money to which he was 
not entitled. 

Detective Cass said McCann was now 
employed on a building site, earning about 
£8 10s. a week as a labourer. 

An earlier hearing of the case was reported 
in The Builder of March 4. 


BUILDING AT WEDNESFIELD 
Some 1955 Projects 


AMONG the more important undertakinys 
to be commenced or executed by Wec- 
nesfield Urban District Council during the 
coming year is the development of the com- 
prehensive Ashmore Park neighbourhood 
unit. This will go ahead with increased 
momentum, and on the first section 230 
dwellings are under contract, and 121 will 
be completed. Negotiations are well ad- 
vanced for the commencement of public 
buildings and educational facilities. 

The Long Knowle Estate, totalling 730 
dwellings, will be completed, including the 
construction of four miles of roadworks, and 
the remaining 204 dwellings. The £250,000 
sewage disposal works modernisation is pro- 
ceeding under the direction of the Council's 
consulting civil engineer, Sir Arnold Waters, 
of Birmingham, and it is anticipated that an 
additional section of the works will be avail- 
able to treat the rapidly increasing flow. 

It is anticipated that the Council’s new 
offices, recently constructed under the direc- 
tion of Messrs. Cleland and Hayward, archi- 
tects, of Wolverhampton, will be officially 
opened shortly to accommodate council staff, 

Negotiations for the development of a 100- 
acre industrial estate are at an advanced 
stage. It has been proposed that private 
enterprise be partly responsible for land 
acquisition and factory development, with 
the Council acting as co-ordinating authority 
responsible for major civil engineering works. 
Detailed drawings have been prepared for 
the execution of these works, which will in- 
clude the provision of large diameter foul 
and surface water sewers, a pumping station 
and rising main. c 

Slum clearance forms an important part of 
the Council’s policy for 1955, and several 
clearance orders should shortly be put into 
effect, together with demolition contracts. 
The Council have also accepted a tender for 
a £4,500 Tenants’ Meeting Room, which will 
provide communal facilities for residents 
living in the centre of the district. This 
building is among the first of its kind in the 
West Midlands, and it is anticipated that an 
early commencement on construction will be 
made. In line with national policy Wed- 
nesfield’s Civil Defence is making good pro- 
gress and detailed schemes have been pre- 
pared for Wardens’ Posts, the new Head- 
quarters and other premises whilst training 
courses are well in hand. 

During the past year, the most important 
single achievement carried out under the 
direction of Mr. Thomas A. Peacock, Engi- 
neer and Surveyor to the Council, has been 
the construction of 474 dwellings throughout 
the district, this total representing a record 
house building programme for the Council. 


NORFOLK PLAN APPROVED 

The Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has approved with modifications the 
development plan for Norfolk. 
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THE BUILDER 


HIGH FLATS 


Final Papers at the Recent RIBA Symposium 


EXTRACTS are given below of the final two papers presented and of Mr. 
J. H. Forshaw’s critical summary of the proceedings at the Symposium on High 
Flats organised by the RIBA and held in London on February 15. Earlier papers 


were summarised in our issues of March 4 and 11. 


The chair at the Symposium 


was taken by Dr. J. L. Martin, FRIBA, architect to the LCC. 


The Contractor’s Viewpoint 


MR. C. D. MITCHELL, of Messrs. 
“"" Wates, Ltd., who gave a paper 
entitled ““The Contractor’s Viewpoint,” 
said: 

{ regard the problem of designing and 
building high flats as a challenge which 
has to be met, and will call for all the 
ability, thought and skill which we sever- 
ally possess. We cannot in this country 
claim to be experts in this field, we have 
a lot to learn from elsewhere, particularly 
America. 

This was brought home to me most 
forcibly some time ago when I went to 
visit our associated company in America. 
J was greatly impressed by the excellence 
of their buildings, but above all by the 
teamwork of all concerned—principally 
the architect, engineer and contractor— 
long before the work was due to start. 
1 believe that in this country also the 
contractor has a lot to contribute in the 
pre-planning of a job—his wide and 
unique experience in matters of plant, 
costs and technique is too often 
neglected. 

In this country, a firm step towards a 
more organised production was taken 
when we had the opportunity of build- 
ing an 11-storey block of flats for the 
LCC at Trinity-road, Wandsworth. The 
contract is one for five 11-storey blocks 
of flats. Each block, with its penthouse, 
is about 120 ft. high. The total value 
is about £450,000 and the contract was 
obtained in limited competition. 

I must say how heartened I was at the 
outset by the extremely co-operative 
reception we received: in particular I 
was delighted to find a complete set of 
drawings and to be told that any sug- 
gestions we cared to make to increase 
speed or ease of construction would 
receive _ careful and sympathetic 
consideration. 

Work to the foundations of the first 
block commenced in February, 1954, and 
to-day I am pleased to say that the first 
block is virtually completed, and we 
expect to complete the whole contract by 
July—some four months earlier than the 
contract date. 


BUILDERS’ DISLIKES 


When considering the erection of a 
new building, I always try to search for 
the structural ideas which the designer 
had in mind and to develop from then 
on. To a contractor, the bones of the 
building are the most important. In this 
case, the bones are readily discernible 
in the form of an in situ re frame with 
a pre-cast staircase. But we never like 
mixing reinforced concrete work with 
general building work. We don’t like 
cladding the concrete frame with a forest 
of steel scaffolding which is then for ever 
in the way of the bricklayer and other 


trades. We don’t like the work entailed 
in shuttering horizontal beams, carpen- 
ters hopping up and down on trestles fix- 
ing timber 8 ft. or so in the air—a 
laborious, strenuous and costly business. 
We don’t like pouring concrete walls in 
3 ft. lifts as is so often specified—in other 
words, in the interests of speed and effi- 
ciency, we prefer to eliminate a lot of the 
older methods and to adopt new and 
more simple technique. 

Largely as a result of building more 
than a thousand floating pre-cast con- 
crete structures during the war in 
extremely light construction ranging from 
a floating dock down to barges, and 
latterly pier pontoons for Mulberry 
harbour, we, as a firm, have become used 
to knitting together large precast ele- 
ments with smaller in situ joints, in many 
caSes pouring seams in one operation as 
much as 15 ft. at a time with great suc- 
cess. Naturally, then, in considering the 
problem of building these flats, one con- 
centrated on the possibility of using this 
experience to advantage. A crane is 
essential. 

Accordingly, we considered pre- 
casting all the balcony slabs and all 
horizontal beams, thus eliminating practi- 
cally all the intricate carpenters’ work. 
We hoped to be able to pour the walls 
their full height, 8 ft. 24 in. using the 
largest possible shutters we could. 


ADVANTAGES OF CONCRETE 


Mr. Mitchell continued: My experi- 
ence on these buildings confirms my view 
that reinforced concrete buildings of this 
kind, floors, walls, columns and stairs, all 
part of a whole, have many advantages 
over steel-framed buildings, and I think 
I may well claim that the speed of con- 
struction of these buildings disposes of 
the often repeated claim that steel-framed 
buildings are quicker. 

In conclusion, I should like to repeat 
what I said at the beginning. Speaking 
from the viewpoint of the builder, it 
seems to me that these high and even 
higher buildings are a challenge that we 
gledly accept. If town planning and other 
considerations increase the demand for 
them, I am quite certain that the disparity 
of cost which is already rapidly decreas- 
ing will disappear in the not too distant 
future. In fact, the combination of site 
costs, foundations, building costs and the 
increased speed of building, together with 
the increasing efficiency which is already 
within our grasp, should all encourage 
our planners to proceed with confidence. 


Economics of Multi-storey Flats 
Design 

R. J. C. WESTON contributed a 

paper on the “ Economics of Multi- 

storey Flats Design,” which was based 

on a survey at present being carried out 
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by the Building Research Station. He 
said: 

It has become almost axiomatic in this 
country that multi-storey flats cost much 
more than houses. So much so in fact, 
that there is a danger that this might be 
accepted as inevitable without sufficient 
critical examination. Certainly we seem 
to enjoy a very doubtful distinction in 
this respect, for current opinion in most 
of the Continental countries is that a flat 
in an eight- or ten-storey block may cost 
only a little, say five or ten per cent., 
more than the equivalent accommodation 
in a two-storey house. 

The Building Research Station are 
making a survey of the present position 
and, for this purpose, have contacted 
many of the local authorities who are 
at this moment engaged on multi-storey 
work and much data has been obtained 
from them on prices which they have 
been paying recently. 

There was found to be considerable 
variation in the price per square foot of 
floor area, even for flats in buildings of 
the same height. Some of this arises 
from the varying dates of the tenders, 
which covers a period 1952-54, and also 
from the differing sizes of flats. It is 
well known that reduction in floor area 
without other design changes leads 
generally to an increase in the price per 
square foot. Some allowance has, there- 
fore, been made for this effect and the 
prices have been brought to the level of 
June, 1954, by means of published 
information on the labour and materials 
prices. It must be emphasised that the 
figures given by the authorities are the 
prices estimated by the contractors and 
not the actual cost of the work. 

Fig. 1 shows the price per sq. ft. in 
relation to the height of each block of 
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flats. In this case the net area is used, 
that is excluding all access space, lifts, 
stairs, hall and landing but including 
space within each flat and such other 
useful areas as storage, laundries, etc. 
Two points are immediately apparent: 
first, that while up to five storeys there 
is a fairly consistent increase in price, in 
the higher flats this is not so marked. 
However, and this is the second major 
point, in the six- to twelve-storey region, 
there is a wide range between the 
cheapest flats costing around 55s. to 60s. 
per sq. ft. and the dearest costing over 
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80s. At the present time a two-bedroom 
two-storey house costs, on an average 
throughout the country, around 32s. per 
sq. ft. Even the cheapest of the six- to 
twelve-storey flats are, therefore, about 
80 per cent. dearer (per sq. ft. net) than 
two-storey housing and the worst cases 
are around two and a half times as dear. 
This very wide range may, in part, be 
due to the fact that flats are being built 
to slightly different standards in different 
parts of the country but the range is so 
large as to suggest that there is still con- 
siderable scope for improvement both in 
design and the efficiency with which the 
work is executed on the site. 


The price per sq. ft. is, in some ways, 
an unsatisfactory index since it takes no 
account of the fact that most flats are 
rather smaller than houses providing 
equivalent accommodation. The aver- 
age size of the flats so far included in the 
survey is 712 sq. ft. while the correspond- 
ing two-bedroom house would probably 
have about ten per cent. more floor area. 
From the data, the cost per habitable 
room (that is, living-room or bedroom 
only) has been calculated and Fig. 2 
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shows how this varies with height. Owing 
to the more or less constant space occu- 
pied by kitchen, bathroom, we, etc., in 
flats with different numbers of bedrooms, 
the cost per habitable room tends, other 
things being equal, to be larger for flats 
with fewer habitable rooms. This in- 
creases the range of cost per room some- 
what though the effect is not very great 
in Fig. 2 since the majority of the blocks 
in the survey averaged near to three 
rooms per flat, corresponding roughly in 
accommodation to a 2-bedroom house. 
It would seem, therefore, that while 
the price of the cheapest two-bedroom 
flat in blocks of six to twelve storeys 
would be about £1,800 (that is £600 per 
room), there are but few below £2,000, 
and the average is of the order of £2,500. 
These prices may be compared with those 
for two-bedroom two-storey houses 
which, on average, are at present under 
£1,300, while the cheapest may be now 
little more than £1,000. 
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Of course, it remains an open question 
to what extent the accommodation pro- 
vided is really equivalent and it cer- 
tainly cannot be assumed that because 
the prices of the cheapest flats are sub- 
stantially higher than those of two-storey 
building that the costs of flat building 
are necessarily excessive. A certain area 
in any block must be devoted to provi- 
sion for access and while the price of 
this is included, the space occupied is 
excluded from the net floor area. It is 
useful, therefore, to consider the price 
per sq. ft. of total floor area (price per 
sq. ft. gross). Naturally because of the 
larger floor areas involved these prices 
are somewhat lower than those of Fig. 1 
though the general picture remains the 
same (Fig. 3) and in the worst cases the 
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FIG.3 PRICES PER SQUARE FOOT (GROSS) 


price is still twice that of two-storey 
building. On the other hand, one of the 
ten-storey blocks is not so markedly dif- 
ferent in price from that of two-storey 
work in the same region. This particular 
block, whose price was 43s. per sq. ft. 
(gross), was built in the London area 
where two-storey work may well be 
priced considerably above the general 
average of around 32s. and, in fact, be 
rather nearer to 40s. per sq. ft. This 
suggests that the wide difference that is 
common between multi-storey and two- 
storey work is by no means inevitable in 
this country. 

The difference between the price per 
sq. ft. on the net and gross basis (Figs. 1 
and 2) is, of course, a reflection of the 
proportion of space occupied in pro- 
viding for access. In flats without lifts 
this was found to range from five to 
twelve per cent. of the gross area and in 
the taller blocks, with lifts, from ten to 
twenty-five per cent. It would be difficult 
to give a recommended figure for the 
proportion of space which should be 
given over to access but, with space 
priced at around £3 per sq. ft., the use 
of 25 per cent. of the total area for access 
certainly calls for examination. 

This is, of course, a design question, 
and another matter of the same kind 
which is worth attention, is the range 
which is found to exist, according to the 
shapes and depths of the blocks, in the 
area of external walling required to en- 
close a given area within the block. In 
the worst case the external walling was 
just about equal to the floor area en- 
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closed, while the best is about 30 per 
cent. less. This may not seem a particu- 
larly large difference but, not only is 
external walling or cladding expensive, 
but excessive external walling causes a 
corresponding increase in the heat loss of 
the building. 

Figs. 4, 5 and 6 provide a further break- 
down of the price figures into works 
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FIG.4 SUBSTRUCTURE PRICES PER SQ.FT. (GROSS) 


below ground, superstructure and finish- 
ings and services (excluding lifts). The 
wide variation in the price of flats of 
more or less the same height is again 
notable. This is perhaps understandable 
for substructures but not for finishings 
and superstructures. In the latter for 
example, the cheapest ten-storey block 
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FIG. S SUPERSTRUCTURE (EXCLUDING FINISHINGS AND 
FITTINGS) PRICES PER $Q FT. (GROSS) 


cost 14s. 9d. per sq. ft. gross, while the 
dearest eleven-storey block was well over 
twice as much. The rate of increase of 
cost with height is, as might be expected, 
much more marked for the superstruc- 
ture than for finishings and services. This 
is true, too, of the individual components 
which make up these items but a detailed 
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FIG. 6 FINISHINGS AND FITTINGS(EXCLUOING LIFT.) 
PRICES PER SQ. FT (GROSS) 
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discussion of this would be rather outside 
the scope of the present paper. 

Although the different forms of struc- 
ture are distinguished in Fig. 5 it would 
not be wise at this stage, in view of the 
wide range which exists even for the 
same form. of construction, to draw 
definite conclusions regarding the 
cheapest form of structure. In fact, the 
main point to be emphasised is the wide 
range which exists even for ,substantially 
similar structures. 

It is often alleged that one of the main 
causes Of the high cost of multi-storey 
flats, particularly over five storeys, is the 
cost of lifts. In Fig. 7 are plotted the 
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lift prices as a percentage of the total 
price in terms of the number of flats 
served. It is clear that the price of lifts 
is not, im many cases, a serious financial 
problem. 

This survey, at the moment, only 
touches on the broader aspects of the 
problem of reducing the cost of flats but 
it does clearly demonstrate the very wide 
range which exists in current work. 
Further work will be needed to elicit the 
relative importance of the causes of this 
variation, whether in design, organiza- 
tion or in the efficiency with which the 
work is carried out on the site. 


Critical Summary of Papers 
Presented 


MR. J. H. FORSHAW, CB, FRIBA, 
architect to the Ministries of Housing 
and Local Government and Health, gave 
a critical survey of the papers presented, 
from which we.take the following sum- 
mary. After discussing the main points 
in the various papers Mr. Forshaw said: 
The present cost of flats is quite fan- 
tastic. Accommodation cannot be let 
at rents which tenants can afford without 
burdensome subsidies. The one vital 
matter is the overall cost of the complete 
scheme, Higher costs for higher flats will 
not do. But “ mixed development ” does 
help and, therefore, we should not look 
only at the cost of individual blocks. 
The practical aim of all concerned was 
Stated precisely by Mr. Dunican, i.e., to 
build say, 20-storey homes quickly and 
cheaply, and some encouragement is 
offered in the views he has expressed. Mr. 
Jenson has been bold enough to express 
the view that subject to the operation 
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of certain more favourable organisational 
conditions, it should not be unreasonable 
to expect the cost of flats to come down 
to an average of £1,500 net. _ 
Consider broadly what this task would 
involve and what are the chances of ful- 
filment. Various average cost figures are 
stated, but for examination an ascer- 
tained average gross tender figure is taken 
of £2,200 for flats of a typical area, 650 
ft. super in a 10-storey block. This 
figure of £2,200 can be broken down into 


four parts :— 
£ 
Site works including drains, roads, paths, 
boundary walls, garden work and 
planting, playing and drying areas .. 150 
Foundations Gee iso (eae a ee 


Carcase including reinforced concrete 
structure, brickwork and internal ~- 
titions <A 925 


Internal finishes, "fittings: "equipment in- 
cluding doors, windows, paving, plas- 
tering, painting, plumbing, electric, gas 
and lift installations .. 975 


"Total £2,200 


From this breakdown it would appear 
that an average cost of £1,500 per flat is 
well nigh impossible, without drastic 
alterations in standards. 


CONCLUSIONS ON COSTS 


When, however, each part of the 
breakdown is examined separately it 
appears reasonable to draw certain con- 
clusions in respect of flats of more than 
16 storeys: 

1. The average cost of foundations 
and site works should tend to decrease 
rather than increase. 

2. The cost of internal finishing and 
equipment should at least remain 
constant. 

3. There may be an increase in the 
cost of the structural frame but this 
should be offset by: (a) saving on the 
average cost of a roof because it will 
cover more flats; (b) the saving derived 
from additional output in consequence 
of more repetitive nature of work, and 
increased efficiency of skilled working 
gangs. This latter factor has been 
exemplified by the experiences quoted 
by Mr. Mitchell. 

4. Consequently the price of flats 
in blocks of more than 10-storeys 
should not increase, but tend to de- 
crease slightly. 


What are the steps to bring down high 
costs? Various solutions are suggested 
in the papers, including :— 

1. Planning more economically. 

2. Using more maisonettes in pre- 
ference to flats. Strongly advocated, 
not only by several architects, but also 
by both Mr. Dunican and Mr. 
Samuely. 

3. Using cross-wall construction as 
being less expensive than front and 
back loaded walls, and more suitable 
for the operation of mechanised site 
plant including the tower crane. 
Again, should the methods and prac- 

tices of America and the Continent be 
followed, especially complete  pre- 
planning? The advantages have been 
fully described from the view-point of 
the contractor by Mr. Mitchell. He 
illustrates the benefits in a practical 
example by which his firm carry out the 
large contract at Trinity-road for the 


483 


London County Council. He answers 
very competently the critics of the 
industry, and demolishes the charge that 
high costs are due to obsolete methods. 
He has not, however, indicated to whom 
financial benefits accrue by his achieve- 
ments. Mr. Mitchell, along with others, 
emphasises the essential need for the full- 
est collaboration between architect and 
contractor. Mr. Dunican goes further and 
suggests pre-tender collaboration and 
indicates that economic structural design, 
efficient organisation and rapid progress 
are the worthwhile results. He suggests 
that specialised work in high blocks 
should be the responsibility of a “con- 
struction team” comprising architect, 
quantity surveyor, engineer and contrac- 
tor. It has not been made clear, 
however, whether it is intended that the 
contractor should be engaged solely as a 
consultant, or as a consultant and builder 
at the same time. 

Pre-planning to this extent is I am sure 
an ideal, but not all would agree. How 
then, is it to be established within our 
present method of tendering and contract 
procedure in order to preserve a com- 
petitive element? 

The client’s interest must be safe- 
guarded if competitive conditions are to 
be eliminated. 

How then is it practicable to establish 
a contractual procedure to meet the 
requirements of pre-planning as 
envisaged? Does a solution lie in 
acceptance of American and Continental 
techniques which some authors have 
referred to and if so, should we adopt 
also a new’ tender and_ contract 
procedure? 

I do not favour complete change but 
I feel that there is a step to take, an 
English compromise; one move might 
suffice whereby the architect collaborates 
with engineer and contractor at the pre- 
contract stage to ensure maximum con- 
structural efficiency and to obviate the 
risk of subsequent revisions involving 
consequential delays and additional costs. 


COMPULSORY PURCHASE OF 
CHELMSFORD SITE 


Minister Refuses to Confirm Essex 
CC’s Order 


A PUBLIC INQUIRY was recently held into 
an application by the Essex County Council 
for confirmation by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government of a Compulsory 
Purchase Order in respect of land adjacent 
to Victoria-road, near the centre of Chelms- 
ford, upon which they proposed to erect 
a central garage for their pool of cars. In 
the course of evidence given at the inquiry 
it was stated that the proposed building 
would comprise a garage to house 55 cars, 
an office, workshop and a washdown, and 
that the estimated cost, excluding the land, 
would be in the neighbourhood of £30,000. 

The Order was strongly opposed by the 
owners of the land and by other interested 
parties. 

In announcing his decision the Minister 
states that he is impressed by the weight of 
the objections and is not satisfied that the 
site in question is the most suitable one that 
ould be found for the project. He has, 
therefore, decided not to confirm the Order. 





TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Modification of LCC’s Development 
Plan: Minister Rejects Proposal for 
Erection of Industrial Buildings 


HE Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 

ernment has given his decision on an 
appeal by Mr. H. Gnivisch against the 
London County Council’s refusal to permit 
the erection of two adjoining three-storey 
light industrial buildings on the sites of Nos. 
217-223, Balls Pond-road, Islington, on the 
grounds that the development: 


(1) Would not conform with the Coun- 
cil’s planning standards as regards day- 
lighting to buildings and would constitute 
an over-development of the site; 

(2) would create an undesirable exten- 
sion of the industrial capacity of the 
County Development Plan relative to the 
re-organisation of industry within the 
County; 

(3) would lack satisfactory arrange- 
ments for loading and unloading of 
vehicles off the highway; and 

(4) would be undesirable, inappropriate 
and out of keeping with the existing 
character of the area. 

In the course of the inquiry it was stated 
on behalf of the appellant that he was the 
prospective purchaser of the freehold interest 
in the appeal site, on which it was proposed 
to erect two industrial buildings at a cost 
of between £10,000 and £14,000, which 
would be used partly by a firm whose exist- 
ing premises about half a mile distant were 
required by the Hackney Metropolitan 
Borough Council to make way for housing 
development, the remainder being sublet. 
Inquiries of the London County Council 
in 1953 had disclosed that the appeal site 
was situated within an area allocated for 
light industrial use in their Development 
Plan, in reliance upon which a contract for 
the purchase of the site had been drawn up 
and a deposit paid. Nevertheless, the Coun- 
cil had refused the application for the 
reasons stated although the appellant was 
prepared to meet their requirements as 
regards the design and bulk of the pro- 
posed buildings. It was contended that the 
site was suitable for industrial use, being 
situated within an area from which a good 
labour supply could be drawn and adjacent 
to substantial industrial buildings. 

On behalf of the Council it was stated 
that, apart from the industrial buildings 
mentioned above, the area was at present 
mainly used for residential purposes, 
although it was agreed that much of the 
property was in poor condition and ripe for 
redevelopment. It was also agreed that the 
Council had allocated the area for light 
industrial use in their Development Plan. 
On June 9, 1954, however, the Minister had 
informed the Council that he proposed, 
when giving his decision on the Develop- 
ment Plan, to re-allocate the area from light 
industrial to residential use, and it was 
stated that the Council did not wish to 
oppose this proposal. : 

The Minister states that he has carefully 
considered the facts of the case in relation 
to the Council’s Development Plan, in which 
the area bounded by Balls Pond-road, 
Henshall-street, Dove-road, Wall-street and 
Southgate-road, which is now mainly 


THE BUILDER 


residential in character, has been allocated 
for light industrial use. He has come to 
the conclusion that it would be contrary to 
the general policy of securing the decentrali- 
sation of industry from London to allow 
this residential area to be redeveloped for 
industrial use, and it is: his present intention, 
therefore, to modify the Plan accordingly. 
To grant permission for the erection of the 
buildings proposed by the appellant within 
this area, even if they could be redesigned 
so as to conform with the London County 
Council’s requirements, would clearly be 
incompatible with the Minister’s views, and 
he has accordingly decided to dismiss the 
appeal. 


Proposed Industrial Canteen: Appeal 
Allowed 


MPHE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has allowed an appeal by 
Messrs, Cyril Adams and Co., Ltd., against 
a decision of the East Barnet UDC refusing, 
oa behalf of the Hertfordshire CC, to per- 
mit land at the rear of the Alexandra public 
house, Victoria-road, New Barnet, to be 
used for canteen purposes, on the grounds 
that “it conflicts with the County Develop- 
ment Plan proposals, which schedule the 
land in question for residential purposes,” 
and that “it would be detrimental to the 
amenities now enjoyed by the residential 
properties in the adjacent Victoria-avenue.” 
There are several businesses and light 
industrial users in the vicinity of the appeal 
site, which give the area a mixed character; 
however, that part of Victoria-road which 
lies to the north of the land under appeal 
is in residential use. 

The Minister says he observes that the 
appeal land is included in an area allocated 
for residential purposes in the County 
Development Plan, and that in the immediate 
vicinity of the site there are at present 
several industries, some of which are opera- 
ting on temporary permissions. He notes, 
however, that in 1951 permission was 
granted, without time limit, to build a new 
machine shop, for the appellants’ purposes, 
on the land occupied by their works. Neither 
the appeal site nor this land has been pro- 
grammed for redevelopment, and, whilst 
the Minister is unable at this stage to com- 
ment on the Development Plan proposals, 
he feels that it would be reasonable to 
allow the company to put up a canteen in 
the neighbourhood of their works. He does 
not think that, to this end, a well-designed 
canteen would be inappropriately sited on 
the appeal site, or that it would detract 
seriously from the amenities of the near-by 
properties. 

Accordingly, the Minister has decided to 
allow the Company’s appeal and grant per- 
mission as applied for, subject to the con- 
dition that the siting, design and external 
appearance of the building shall be as may 
be agreed with the local planning authority 
or, in default of agreement, as shall be 
determined by the Minister. 


Minister Rejects Lock-Up Garage 
Proposal 


ON the grounds that the concentration of 

23 lock-up garages within a site of 
little more than one-fifth of an acre could 
hardly fail to be detrimental to the ameni- 
ties of surrounding residential properties, 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
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ment has upheld the Willesden Borough 
Council’s refusal to allow the construction 
of such garages on land adjoining Crouch- 
road, Stonebridge. He is also not satisfied 
that there is sufficient local demand to justify 
the loss of amenity which such a proposal 
would cause. 


Metropolitan Green Belt: Refusal of 
Permission to Develop Upheld by 
Minister 
TTHE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has given his decision on 
an appeal by Mrs. D. I. Lygo against the 
decision of the Caterham and Warlingham 
UDC refusing permission for the develop- 
ment of the 29 acres of farm land which she 
occupies in Stanstead-road, Caterham. Per- 
mission was refused by the Council on the 
ground that the proposed development—the 
erection of houses at a density of two, three 
and four to the acre—would be an infringe- 
ment of the Metropolitan Green Belt, as 
shown in the County Development Plan. 

The appeal site is a small farm near the 
escarpment of the North Downs, south-west 
of Caterham. About 100 yds. to the south 
a sharp fall in the land reveals distant views 
of open country. The eastern part of the 
farm also slopes steeply down towards 
Harestone Valley and Dome Hill, where 
there is a certain amount of low-density 
housing, mostly pre-war. Apart from this 
and a few big houses in extensive grounds to 
the north, the surroundings are mostly 
agricultural. 

Having carefully considered the represen- 
tations made on the appeal the Minister 
fully shares the Council’s view that this land 
should remain unbuilt on as part of the 
Green Belt, and he has accordingly decided 
to dismiss the appeal. 


Right of Way at Sutton Coldfield: 
Appeal Allowed 


HE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has allowed an appeal by 

a building firm at Great Barr, Birmingham, 

against Sutton Coldfield Borough Council’s 

refusal to allow construction. of a private 

right of way behind 20 houses in Plants- 
brook-road, Walmley, Sutton Coldfield. 

At the local inquiry in November it was 
stated on behalf of the firm, Annol 
(Builders), Ltd.,.of Oscott School-lane, that 
the proposed right of way would enable 
20 houses in Plantsbrook-road to have 
garages which otherwise they could not have. 
For the Council, it was. stated that the pro- 
posal was unsound both from its construc- 
tion and lay-out aspect, and would be dan- 
gerous to the public as well as affecting the 
amenities of the area. 

Giving his decision, the Minister states 
he cannot see sufficient objection on plan- 
ning grounds to the provision of the access 
to the back of the plots, providing that the 
street is wide enough. 


BUILDING PRACTICE COURSE 


A special course on building practice (re- 
cords and accounts) with reference to job- 
bing work is to be given at the Building 
Department ef the South-East Essex Tech- 
nical College, Longbridge-road, Dagenham. 
The fee for the five evening lectures, the 
first of which is on March 28, is 11s., pay- 
able to the Clerk of the Govenors. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


tte information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
ge of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
ancras. 


Pit Ballast a ae sas ach was ... per yd. 
Pit Sand ee eh 320 
Washed Sand ... 
3 in. Shingle 
: in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze i? 
F ine Or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site re 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads § and up- 
wards to site a ; 
lto6ton~ do. ae: 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete on 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colou 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to "45s 9d. bass ton. 

White Portland Cement : 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof ds 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu — High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and u 

Stourbridge Fireclay, ™ ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London i 


ccoocaNUy 
Cwoou-o 


per ton 


” 
per cwt. 


per ton 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks... 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The. question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2: in. Nominal Fletton _— to sites in ite 
District Commons 
Cellular do, 
Keyed do. 
Rustics ‘ 
Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced ... 

Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ 
Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 

Midhurst Lime Bricks —- Sites) 

Uxbridge Whites (London Sites)... 

Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London Sites) ; 

24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) oe J 

3 in. do. (London Stations) ” 

23 in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London Sites) 

2} in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 
Sites) 

23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
5 sites) 
} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
“(London Sites) 

Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) , 

Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) .. 


nan oso A A WO SONncCoancoocoscosocse 





THE BUILDER 


£ s.d. 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London Sites)... per 1,000 41 10 0 
2%in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) 
2%in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), \ White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers 
Headers me , 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. Flats” 
Double Stretchers ne ae 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints me 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow CLay ParTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
. lorry loads. 
of) eee ee wan 140 yds. e: “as ie yd. sup. 
*2tin. ... aa “aa 140 yds. <u Ss 
JE 2. ae at 120 yds. aoe - 
; BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) sia 95 yds. 
6 in. (83” x 53”) 1250 Blocks 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
5 ee ba ay 100 yds. 
yo ae xe 85 yds. 
SS lines oe ate 75 yds. 
Cf ee aa wa 55 yds. 
CRANHAM 


esesccocoe eb a 
or 
ccooecoco a Oo 


" per 1000 25 


... per yd. sup. 


2 in. 
2} in. 
7 4 


att in. Load bearing quality Ses 
FiLoor BLOcKs “ae Wasa ties 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. nab 12 in. delivered in full * 

lorry-loads ... aig 
4in. do. 
5 in. do. 
6 in. do. 
7 in. = 
8 in. 
10’ x 3”x ce. ‘Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1 ,000 multiples 36 
exer xe do. - pa 31 
10’ x4" x#” do. rn es os @ 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 2 tons 
Best Quality +673 % +974% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% *4+678% +10%°+973% 
Tested Quality +374%+074% +374%+974% 
B.S.S. Tested do. +4743 % +674% +474%+978% 


eccocecoo 


+4784 ae % 


3 in. Land Drain re - 12 in. en - per 1,000 10 13 
4in. do. * aaa Fs 14 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park ti usa F . per ft. cube 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground — oe 

Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 

Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 

Beer Stone. Delivered London area Sed aie 

Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region ne 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in. x 3in. Rubbed, a throated and 
stooled cills . : . per ft. cube 

12 in. x 6in. do. do. 2 a 

12 in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated _ ‘ rie 

12in. x 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping 

14 in. X 6in. do. do. a 

44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top. and face 


3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes a . per ft. sup. 
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STONE—continued 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork 
Do. do. sd one b 0.4: we pe 7 
brickwork 1 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rub on top 
and front per ft. cube : 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front «. 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, "in random sizes peryd.sup 2 1 


TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 

Lincolnshire district fast ee or 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 104 x 6} Staffordshire district 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip og Valley tiles “ 
Concrete tiles 104 x 

do. iriantachiied (49S) .. 

Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers” responsibility. 
SLATES 
vars poy J Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 


; paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
; ” 


bas) 


per ft. cube 1 


are ~ 
Wrcw oOo 3 Ww w 


— 
OPAC WO OO 


ADNDOOOAHACO 


aoacoeoacer 


8 are ca 
Note. —Breakage i in transit purchaser, ” responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality P Ex. weet per standard £110 to £130 
Carcassing quality mA £98 to £102 
l in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring ome 3 £108 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. 
do. Honduras do. 
European do. 
Japanese do. : 
English Logs sawn 
8 in. average S.E. 
African Logs sawn 
DOORS (in Lots I-11!) 
Delivered London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 6 in. * 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. oe a _ 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. pes ate as 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ne: ms si 
2 in. Panel, top panel a Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 i ~ me 
2 ft. 9in. x 6 ft. Cin 


SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. bile in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) oe §=* per yd. 
14 in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ous a 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) 
24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 
Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
per 100 sq. ft. 
4" — - she hits oes sid e 2 
in. Ses a 
¥e in. PRRs Flat Building Sheets - per yd. sup 
er Felt, ped axe ou tp site am ak 


ply ae 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs a 7 
pear! ise 


per ft. cube 


oocooceo 


No HAO NDACoCo 


—OoOnN 
- 
Uw— & 0 
we 


oe 
bad 


ae per } owt. 
. 28 ib. 
per ton 


cro Glue 5 

~~ Nails 3 in. ‘(i-ton Tots) = 

oO. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . oo oe rm 

Wie Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ‘ae oo per cwt. 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) pies eas we 


Sree. Joists, Etc. 


. 
oe 
. 
- 


_ 
DAAANS &!WNe 


WOwWOOSCOSSOOANAAD 


-_ 
N 


METALS 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x 5in., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. X 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. 
12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered London 
area é0 ose eee ove eve -. perton 38 
Extra for sizes f 
sates. 42..%. Be ©... ane 
3 in. x 3 in. ew bee 
4in. x 3in., 10in. x {iin ove ove 
5 in. x 2} in., Sin. x 3 can oul 
43 in. x 13 in. eee eve 


’ Steel tees average price 
K de 
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Sin. x 44 in. 7 in. 13 in. x Sin. ... per ton 
6in. x 3 in. 24 in. 
6in. xX 44 in. Tin. 
9in. x 4 in. 10 in. 
12 in. x 5 in. 22 in. 
9in. x 7in. 10 in. 
14in. x 54 in. 14 in. 
15in. x Sin. 15 in. 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. 
18 in. < Sin. 20 in. 

Steel angles average price 


8 in. x 4in. 


YA Iw 
35 


PSP 


xXXXX XxX 
5 


ADAAAC 


SOP racpicis as 
5 


Fabricated wor' livered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted 
Compound girders 
Stanchions om 
Compound stanchions eS 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... 
Average prices not for awkward work. 

Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to re ex haaten 
Stock } in. diam., and —- 
4 in. diam. : ‘ Ave o per ton extra 
ts. in. do. eos eee eco eve eee oe 
# in. do. a ots ee wai Por BS 
4 in. do. re eee oe 7 A as 

MILD STEEL TUBES f 

‘Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 

Galvanised Tube— W.L. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
Class A NET i 
ClasB + 94% Light + 244% Malleable List— 35% + 40° 
Class C + 254% Heavy + 32% 

Black— 

Ciass A — 
Class B — 4 Light + 113%% Malleable List — 35% 
Class C + Heavy + 191% 
C.l. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Gutters Nozzles 
3 in. a Sig oan ae see are 
34 in. is ea sie coi Ju ays 
4 in. ME ST renee! Senge eee gy) 
44 in. Peo ee site en nn SR 
5 in. cas ake ee cons, DSFE 


Cc. 1.0.G. Gutters 
3 in. 4/3 
34 in. 
4 in. 
4} in. a ind eas a ia ons 
5 in. ae aaa <3 bite a 6 2/- 

CI. 

Per yd. in 6-/t. t Spagis Pi Branches 
2 in. is <a vat 3/ 5/2 
24 in. iat ges pes aes ‘sl 6/11 
3 in. oa “ee a sae eae 5 7/6 
34 in. sie eee 8) YEE Se My 5/ 9/- 
4 in. a oat ho 7/2 10/8 


2 in. ane act 8/- 6/2 

24 in. wee “te Se 

3 in. 

34 in. . wee ae ace ae ae / 

4 in. ee 12/04 10/5 15/3 
Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lo’s 

only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated Ist February, 1955, NET 

and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTep Drain Pipes 
n 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. mee roe ot de. Dede 24/10 17/3 30/6 
6-in. ov6 sae ek Vek 36/10 36/- 62/- 


AsBEsTOs RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 


Pipes 6-ft. lengths —— yd. 
Shoes . each 
Single Branches : a 
Bends square or obtuse ee 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. _,, 
do. 6in. do. a 


Assestos O.G. 


Gutters 6-ft. ae “e yd. 
Drop ends each 
Stop Ends... ise 
Angles eve eae 
Nozzles sae wea 
Union Clips ... ona 

AsBestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 

3 in. 4in. 4h in. i 

Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 2/6 3/04 
Dropends ... «<< Cee. 2/1 2/5 2/8 
Stop ends . F /il 
Angles : 2/11 
Nozzles - - 2/8 
Union Clips ... 
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METALS—continued 
in London 
£..64. 
no Crown — td pik 4117 6 
Mild Steel Bars... - aa ai ais ae 
Mild Steel Hoops ... ‘ ad as Aue Be aw ae ee 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. eA fs 
20 gauge ... a pee oan ie eS 
24 gauge ... ait aa a8 jms aaa a os are 
26 gauge .. pee aia io, ae 
Galvenlens Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft. a 
20 gauge ... ane ‘aa sie ode, ee 
24 gauge ... ‘a a Hons a dal aa so ae 
26 gauge .. a was a <6 
Galvanised Flat sheets _ R. - and C. A.— 
20 gauge ... é +e sa0 vas ae 
24 gauge ... oes ea 4 =e oo san es Ol 
26 gauge ... a aoe ia 
PLUMBERS* Brass Work, Conve, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H 


ADNAN AAR Coo 


All per doz. 3 in. in. lin. i} in. 
Screwdown bib cocks nice 
head foriron ... T/- 
Toilet bib cocks for iron -- §=99/- 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 188/— 323/6 815/- 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- 234/4 419/- 1234/3 
Double nut boiler screws ome ONS 3 42/- 43/- } 83/8 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 68/3 237/7 433/6 
Plumbers’ union _ ee | to 
iron i 34/9 60/6 145/3 
i in. 2in. 3 in. in. 4in. 
Ge ae 82/6 137/6 
- 27/6 27/6 49/6 66/- 67/- 
14 X 61b. 14 x 61b.2 x 71b.3 x 7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with brass mens 
screws ; ¥ 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap do. ‘te ie 71/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder s. 
Plumbers’... tee Zea bus aes ... per lb. 3 
Tinmen’s_... ais aca — ree An pm 4 
Blow p pipe 4 
Copper tubes BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 394d. per Ib. plus ga 
and maanufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Caps and screws 
Brass sleeves 


uge 


4in. X 19 gauge Total per Ib. 
#in. xX 19 
1 mx 
lt in. X 
14 in. xX 
2 mx 5 rd 
Rolled Copper ‘sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras_... .. perton 404 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. pa 8 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. BS 8 
Brass tubes basic egate ~~ oes a and d manufactur- 
ing extras... oe per Ib. 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and upwards _ per ton 
Lead Water Pipe in coils “a 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. 
do. over 4 in. dia. aaa 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton asi * 
3 cwt. do. Scwt. 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. . priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on - per ton 
do. White do. do. 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. 
do. Fine do. do. 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads 
Hydrated Lime do. 
Lump Lime do. 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton _— 
= Chips in 6-ton loads 
ae 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
1% bods over in one delivery. Deliveredsite .. 
1 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., } in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered s site 3 ia 
1,200 yds. ... ie 


— 


ALN SCOCOUN 
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Per ton basis | PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area. 

Ceiling Distemper 

Washable Distemper 

Gloss Paint... 

Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . 


coon 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs 

Genuine White Lead Paint, I- 19 eal. ots i inl 1 gal. tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. ~~ 

Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 

Size XD quality, 28 Ib. 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra 

Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. 


acoovroo 


SUNDRIES. 


Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra 

do. do. (4C gal.) do. do. ... 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterioz 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... — aa Oia <a 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. er maa ii oe per Ib. 
White Lining Paper ... oie aaa «+. per piece 


SASCABWMH 
toed 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak Pale Copal do. “en 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper-Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish ... 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan... 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebene 

Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) 


eoocooacooooon 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


a oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 
4 oz. 
26 oz. 
32 oz. 
$ in. Rolled Plate 
#s. in. and } in. Rough Cast .. 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard patterns : 
White 
do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints ... Pee aaa hep Pee 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
Luminating... bi was ae aoa 
tin. Wired Cast “a hes Mad eee 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 Six SEX 3 - 
P.B.3 72x T2xXS 
P.B.32 7h x 7h x 34 in. : 
Reet come a to — ” Late 
P be 


P.B. 3 
P.B. 32 , - 
din. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
(8 ” 100 ft. sup. 


din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e. plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. 1330 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one tated or 135 in. 
both ways il or 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto a se aos 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto tis ‘aia 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. super 
quantity s. d 
- 3,000 


Ne 
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e 
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Description of Glass 
18 oz. sheet O.Q ona 
25000 


ye es ‘a aaa aa 

26 - sh ee oe ag naa ... 2,000 

32 0 s mes ae “a -.. 2,000 

{*. "Rolled Plate 1,000 
in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White a 

} in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
and Spotlyte... pi 

¥ in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast naa 

+ in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... ows 

} in. Georgian Wired Cast ... pes Pie 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 7, 1955. 


Town. 
Aberavon 
Aberdare ... 
Abergavenny 
Abingdon .... 
Accrington ... 
Addlestone ... 
Aldeburgh 
Aldershot District. 
Alfreton U.D. 
Alnwick 
Altrincham . 


Amersham .. 
Ammanford . 
Andover 
Ardingly .. 
a ns 


Ashby- de-la-Zouch U.D.... 
Ashby Woulds U.D 

Ashford (Kent) 

Ashford (Middlesex).. 
Ashington 

Ashtead 

Ashton-under-Lyne 

Aspatria and Brayton 2 
yor se R.D. (parts of) A 
Aylesbur: A2 
Aylesby (Yorks) 

Aylesham 


nornard Castle U.D.. 

Barnoldswick U.D. . 

Barnsley 

Barrow-in-Furness 

Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 

ag Thrussington A2)...A 
A 


Basford R.D.(exc. ag: ee 


by-on-the-Wolds A 
Basingstoke 


Beaconsfield & District...... 
Beamish 


>>d>>B>} 


Berkhamsied 
Berrington 
Berwick District. 
Beverley 
Bexhill-on-Sea 
Biggleswade 
Billericay 

Billing 

Billingham U.D.. 
Bilsthorpe 
Birchington 
Birkenhead 
Birmingham C.B... 
Bishop Auckland... 
Bishop’s Stortford. 
Bispham 
Blackburn 
Blackpoo! 


SL Bpb b> 


eB>>>>BR 


~ 


bb>Rb>dd>ddddd> 


d 
Bournemouth District 
Bracknell 
Bradford 
Bradford-on-Avon 
Braintree 
Breconshire, County of... 
Brent Knoll 
Brentwood 
Bridlington 


Buckley 





KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification. A Al 


Craftsmen ... 
Labourers 


. 


“ 7 3/4 


“s 3/94. 3/9 
3/34 


A2 A3 
3/83 3/8 
a... sa 





Town. 
Bungay 
Burnham-on-Crouch 
Burnley 
— Trent C.B. 


Bur. 
ey St. Edmunds 
Buxton ...... 
Byfleet 


Calder Valley .. 
Cambridge 
Cannock U.D 
Canterbury 


diff 
Cardiganshire,County of {A2 
Carlisle A 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of a 
Carnforth c 
Castleford 

Caterham ... 

Chapel-en-le 

Charmy Down 

Chatham & District 

Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. ......... 
Chelmsford -— 
Cheltenham ... 

Chepstow 

some 

Ches! 

Chesterfield M.B. 

Chesterfield R.D. .... 
Chester-le-Street U.D. 
Chichester 


(ine. C 
ham Within and Harton. 
huish) A2 
Chorley 
Clacton 
Cleethorpes ... 
Clevedon 
Cleveleys ... 
Clitheroe 
Coalville U.D. 
Cobham (Surrey) 
Colchester 
Colne 
Colwyn Bay .. 
Congleton... 
nsett 
Conway 
Cornwall, Teel of 
Coventry C.B. 
Cranbrook 
Cranleigh 
Crawley (Sussex) . 
Crewe 
Cromer 
Crowborough 
Cuckfield 


Dalton-in-Furness .. 
Darlington District 





anenaak C.B. 

Dorking 

Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
Wimborne Al) 

Dover 

Dovercourt 

Driffield U.D. 

Droitwich M.B. ... 

Dudley M.B. ... 

Dunstable 

Durham City 


E. Glam. & Mon. Val. 

East Gr'nstead District ... 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ... 
Ebbw Vale & District 
Edenbridge 

Ely | 

Exeter 

Fakenham 

Falmouth 


Fareham 
Faversham 





Town. 
Felixstowe 


Flint 
Nelensibns 
Frinton . 


Gainsborough U.D. 
Gateshead 
aa (Kent).. 


Gioucestie 

Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ae 
Godalming” 

} nen Bg B.. 

Gos) 

Geomiaas M.B.. 

Gravesend 

Great Yarmouth A 
Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A 
Grimsby R.D. (remainder) a 
Guildford District 
Guilsborough 

Guiseley 


Halesowen M.B. 
Halifax 
Haktead .... 
Haresfield . 


Harpenden .. 
Harrogate 
Hartlepool 
Harwich 
Haslemere . 


gs 
Hatfield (Herts.)..... 
Haywards Heath ... 
Hemel Hempstead . 
Henley-on-Thames 
Hereford 
Herefordshire, Cn 


ve 
Huntingdon (Staffs). 


>> >B>>>BR>d>>Redd>B 


Ingatestone 

Ipswich 

Isle of Sheppey ... 
Isle of Thanet... 
Isle of Wight 

Jarrow M.B. .. 
Keighley ... 

Kendal ... 
Kenilworth U.D. 
Kettering M.B 
Keynsham 
Kidderminster M.B. . 
King’s Lynn 
Kingskerswell .... 
Kingsteignton 
Kirkham 
Knaresborough U.D.. 
Knowle 


PPP>5>555> > BERD 


Leicester C.B. 
Leighton Buzzard. 
Letchworth 


Lewes 

Lichfield M.B. 
Lincoln C.B. ... 
Littlehampton 
Liverpool 
Llandudno 
Llanelly 


Long Eaton 
Loughborough M.B.. 
Louth M.B. 
Lowestoft 


Bd>d'eb2 Boor >>>>> Z>d 





Town. 


Lyneham (Devon) 
Macclesfield 
Maidenhead .... 
Maidstone 
Maltby 

Maldon (Essex) .... 
Malvern U.D. 
Manchester 
Manningtree .... 
Mansfield M.B. 
March 


Melton Mowbray U.D...... 


Merthyr 
Middlesbrough 
Middleton 
Middlewich 

Milford Haven .. 
Morecambe 

Morley .... 
Mundesley 

Nantwich .... 

Nelson 
Newark-on-Trent R.D. 
Newbury 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 
New Forest District 
Newmarket 
Newport, Mon. ... 
Newport Pagnell .. 
Newton Abbot 
Northallerton Dist.... 
Northampton C.B.... 
North Shields 
Norton Radstock . 
Norwich 
Nottingham C.B. 


Nuneaton M.B.............. 


Paignton 
want 


+ omar ; 
Pontefract . - 
Pontypridd District 
Portishead 

Portland Stoneyards 
Portsmouth 

Port Talbot .. 


Pulborough 


Radnorshire, ne see of 
oo bas 
Rayleigh . 

Reading 

Redcar B. 

Redditch U 


Rotherham seve 
Rugby M.B. 
gee innate 
Albans 


Salisbury City .. 
Salisbury Plain .. 
Sawbridgeworth 
Saxmundham 
Scarborough 
nee 


Shoeburyness 


Seeceee sce: 


>>>> 


R2>> BEbZ 


S>EPELE RLLLLLE 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


Town. 
Shoreham 
Shrewsbury M.B. 
Sittingbourne 
Skegness 
Skipton U.D. .... 
fon" U.D. 
Smethwick C.B. 
Snettisham 
Somerset, County of . 
Southampton 
Southend-on-Sea Dist. 


Spalding U.D. ... 
— M.B. 


Stai 

Stamford M.B. 
Stantonwick 
Stevenage 

Stockport 

Stockton R.D. .... 
Stockton-on-Tees .. 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B. 
Stoke Orchard 
Stourbridge M.B. . 
Stourport U.D. 
Stowmarket 
Stratford-on-Avon M. 
Heer eae District 


Seemann 
Swansea 
Swindon 
Swinton U.D. .. 


Tamworth M.B. 
Tenterden 
Tewkesbury 
ames Haven 
Thetford 
Thorpe Bay 
Thurrock U.D.C. Area 
» North of, to Billeri 
Tilbury 
Todmorden 
Tonbridge 
Torquay 
Totnes 
Trowbridge 
Tunbridge Wells 
Tynemouth C.B. 


Uppingham Galop) 
Uttoxeter U.D. 


Wakefield 
Wallsend B. ... 
Walsall C.B. 
Walsden 


Warrington 

Warwick M.B. .. 
Wellington U.D. 
Wells (Norfolk) 
Welwyn 

Welwyn Gar. City .... 
West Bromwich C.B.. 
Westbury 
Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Westerham ... 
Weston-super-Mar 
Weybridge 

a Da 

Whitby 


Willington 

Wilmslow 

Wilts. County of.. 
Winchester 

Windermere 

Windsor and Eton .. 
Wisbech 

Witham 

Woking (District) 
Wokingham z 
Wolverhampton C.B.......... A 
Woodbridge a 
Worcester C.B. 
Workington 

Worksop M.B. 

Worthing 

Wrexham (incl. Cefn) 

se np 


wy 
Wramedhnas 
York 


For Birkenhead, Liverpooi and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 11d.; Labourers, 3s. 53d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 10}d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 5d. {Plus 2d. per working day. +} This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate or wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 11d. per hour. 
craft processes, 2s. 7d. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page.492. 


Women engaged on work other than 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


PRODUCTIVITY REVIEW 


A review of productivity in the Bronze 
and Brass Casting Industry entitled “ Casting 
and Costing,” can be obtained from the 
British Productivity Council, 21 Tothill- 
street, SW1, price 2s. 3d. 


EMPLOYMENT FIGURES 


The numbers employed in the building 
and contracting industries fell by . 19,000 
during January to a total of 1,419,000 at 
the end of the month, according to figures 
issued by the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service. 


NATIONAL SUMMER MEETING 


The Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers are to hold their National sum- 
mer meeting at Clacton-on-Sea on June 6, 
7 and 8. 

Applications should be made to the Direc- 
tor, EFBTE, 95, Tenison-road, Cambridge. 


THE LATE MR. A. J. VINEY 


The firm of Merediths, Ltd., of Grosvenor- 
gardens, SW1, have announced the death 
of Mr. A. J. Viney, for over 40 years one 
of their representatives. Mr. Viney was at 
one time chairman of the London staff 
committee for the Timber Trade Benevolent 
Society. 


BOT MONOPOLIES’ REPORT 


The sixth annual report by the Board of 
Trade on the operation of the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices Acts, 1948 and 
1953, is now available from the Stationery 
Office, price 9d. . The report covers the 
calendar year 1954 and includes a survey of 
subjects suggested to the Board of Trade 
during the year for reference to the Mono- 
polies and Restrictive Practices Commission, 


GUIDE TO GOVERNMENT 


A 200-page booklet containing a sum- 
mary of the Conservative Government’s 
record and policy has been produced by the 
Conservative Research Department. Entitled 
“A Handy Guide,” it details housing, rents, 
rating and town planning, and includes 
separate chapters on Scottish and Welsh 
affairs. Copies, price 2s. 6d., from the Con- 
servative Central Office, 2-8, Victoria-street, 
SW1. 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ LOANS 


The Treasury have announced that the fol- 
lowing rates of interest shall apply to all 
loans advanced to local authorities, as de- 
fined in Section.10 of the Local Authorities 
Loans Act, 1945, from the Local Loans 
Fund as from March ‘1: Loans for not more 
than five years, 3} per cent.; loans for more 


than five years but not more than 15 years, ° 


3} per cent.; loans for more than 15 years, 
4 per cent. 


HAMMERSMITH DINNER DANCE 


The annual dinner and dance of the Ham- 
mersmith School of Building and Art and 
Crafts Staff Association was held on March 5 
at Stewart’s Restaurant, Victoria. The princi- 
pal, Mr. Edwin M. Rice, FRIBA, presided, 
and was accompanied by Mrs. Rice. Guests 
included Mr. .G. Mavor, LCC Senior 
Assistant Education Officer; Mr. C. W. Ton- 
kin, LCC Staff Inspector, Mrs. Tonkin, and 
Mr. M. Wheatley LCC Art Inspector. 
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BBI DINNER 


The annual banquet of the Builders’ 
Benevolent Institution will take place at the 
Dorchester Hotel, London, on- March 29. 
This year’s president of the Institution is 
Lt.-Col. W. W. Dove, CBE. 


10S DANCE 


The London branch of the Institute of 
Quantity Surveyors held their first buffet dance 
and cabaret on March 4 at Bush House 
Restaurant under the chairmanship of Mr. 
S. Norman Meadows. Among the guests 
were Mr. F. Biscoe-Taylor, president of the 
Institute, and Mrs. Biscoe-Taylor, also Mr. 
A. V. Waddell, consulting engineer, and Mrs. 
Waddell, and Mr, Michael Chavasse, barris- 
ter-at-law, and Mrs. Chavasse. 


SAVING HISTORICAL TIMBERS 


The importance of saving timber of 
historical value in ancient monuments, 
churches and other old buildings was 
stressed by Mr. E. H. Brooke Boulton, 
timber consultant, at a meeting of architects 
and surveyors at the Engineers’ Club, Man- 
chester, on February 23. In many cases, he 
said, builders and those responsible for the 
maintenance of such buildings became so 
alarmed by reports of death watch beetle 
ravages that they were inclined to adopt a 
wholesale policy of ripping everything out 
and replacing with new materials, thereby 
destroying to a large extent the historical 
value. of these buildings. In the great 
majority of cases expert treatment would 
have saved many of the timbers. 


ART AND ARCHITECTURE 


At a general meeting of the London 
Branch of the Faculty of Architects and 
Surveyors, held on February 10 at the St. 
Ermin’s Hotel, Westminster, SW1, a paper 
entitled ‘“‘ Some Random Remarks Concern- 
ing Art and Architecture ” was read by Mr. 
N. James Rushton, LRIBA, president of the 
Faculty. A vote of thanks to the speaker 
was proposed by Mr. T. G. Matsell, whe 
presided over the meeting, and seconded by 
Mr. G. S. Agar. 


SOUTHAMPTON POWER STATION 


The reference in an article “ New Power 
Stations,” printed in our issue of March 11, 
to the Marchwood Power Station, South- 
ampton, did not make clear that the main 
civil engineering contractors are Staverton 
Builders, Ltd., of Totnes. ‘The work on the 
foundations only was carried out by Sir 
Robert McAlpine and Son, Ltd. The archi- 
tects are Messrs. Farmer and Dark, FRIBA. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. C. R. Evans has accepted an appointment as 
oan sales manager (paints) for Mander Bros., 
td 


Mr. L. T. RACKHAM has been elected president of 
the Association of Constructional Floor Specialists in 
succession to Mr. R. Johnston, and re-elected presi- 
dent of the National Federation of Terrazzo Mosaic 
Specialists. Mr. Rackham is managing director of 
Diespeker & Co., Ltd. 

Mr. E. F. KNIGHT, joint managing director of the 
Manchester Slate Company, Ltd., Lancaster-rd., 
Didsbury, Manchester 20, for 28 years. retired on 
February 28 for reasons of health. Mr. ERNEST 
HILLSON continues as managing director of the com- 
pany from that date. : 

Permanite, Ltd., have announced the appointment 
to their board of Mr. A GriTins as contracts 
director. Mr. Gittins is a member of the managing 
committee of the Felt Roofing Contractors’ Advisory 
Board, and in 1953 was chairman of the National 
Employers’ Federation of the Mastic Asphalt Indus- 
try. 

Mr. Haro_p Rose, BSc, FRIC, has been appointed 
deputy managing director of Expandite, Ltd. 


TRADE NEWS 


PRICE REDUCTION 


A reduction in the cost of enamelled 
““Presdwood ” has been announced by the 
manufacturers, Masonite, Ltd., Bevis Marks 
House, Bevis Marks, Ltd., London, EC3. 


CHANGE IN NOMENCLATURE 


The first-quality roofing felt made by 
Permanite, Ltd., 455, Old Ford-road, E3, 
previously known as Heavy-Duty 1, 2 and 
3 ply, will in future be known as 
“Permanite ” 1, 2 and 3 ply. 


FIRM’S DISPLAY 


Messrs. S. O. Bowker, Ltd., 19-21, War- 
stone-lane, Birmingham, 19, are again 
exhibiting at the Electrical Engineers’ 
Exhibition at Earls Court, until March 
19. They are showing the entire range 
of “ Tenby ” accessories, which include junc- 
tion boxes, wiring clips, all types of switches 
and bell pushes. 


MULTI-PURPOSE COMPOUND 


A compound claimed to combine all the 
qualities of waterproofing, frostproofing, 
rapid hardening; floor hardening and quick- 
setting action on concrete and cement work, 
plus an additional chemical with a strong 
plasticising action, has been marketed by 
FEB (Gt. Britain), Ltd., 102, Kensington 
High-street, W8. Known as “ Febspeed 
Plus,” it has a self-mixing action and js 
understood to counteract discoloration from 
efflorescence. 


£50 EACH FOR EMPLOYEES 


Employees of Vauxhall Motors, Ltd., 
Luton, Beds, are to collect an average of over 
£50 each this month as their share of the 
company’s profits for 1954, and a record total 
of £675,688 will be paid out to 13,457 people. 
This amount compares with £305,451 distri- 
buted in the previous year. All those who 
have worked for the company for more than 
a year receive a share of the profits, based 
on a percentage of their wages or salary. 


BITUMEN UNDER FIRE 


Official fire tests recently carried out on 
“Cellactite” by the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research have 
shown that there was no tendency for lateral 
spread of flame and no flaming drops at 
all were formed. It was concluded that, 
at least so far as “Cellactite”” is concerned, 
fire risk from melting bitumen does not 
exist, presumably owing to the bitumen in 
this case being firmly held by an asbestos 
ingredient, even at high temperatures. 
Copies of the illustrated report from Cellac- 
tite and British Uralite, Ltd., Whitehall-place, 
Gravesend, Kent. 


FILM PREVIEW 


A preview of a Cementone film “Con- 
creting and Decorating,” was held in Lon- 
don recently. This film, issued by Joseph 
Freeman Sons and Co., Ltd., Cementone 


Works, Wandsworth, SW18, _ illustrates 
problems of laying concrete floors and their 
solutions, with particular reference to the 
use of Cementone No. 8 liquid concrete 
hardener and Cementone No. 1 permanent 
colour. The correct method of applying 
cement renderings to the outside of brick 
walls is also shown with a demonstration of 
the uses of Freeman’s Rendaplas. 


H 
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UK WATER SCHEMES 


Firm Awarded Three Contracts 


(T'HREE large contracts have recently 

been awarded to Richard Costain, 
Ltd. They are a large dam for the North 
of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board, a supple- 
mentary water supply scheme for Swansea, 
and a main drainage scheme for High 
Wycombe. 

The first scheme is understood to be one 
of the first reckfill dams of any appreciable 
size to be constructed in Great Britain, and 
is being completed at Loch Quoich, Inver- 
ness-shire, for the North of Scotland Hydro- 
Electric Board at a cost of £3,750,000. 
The consulting engineers are Sir William 
Halcrow and Partners. The volume of 
rock in the dam is approximately 415,000 
cu. yds. and the upstream face is covered 
with reinforced concrete to ferm an 
impervious surface. There are also two 
subsidiary dams of typical gravity-section 
concrete construction. The tunnels have an 
aggregate length of some 14,550 ft. and are 
11 ft. 6 in. diameter, and lined throughout 
with concrete. The aqueduct, when com- 
pleted, will be 6,500 ft. long, and the tunnels 
will convey water from the reservoir formed 
by the dams to a 22.000 kw. turbo-alternator 
housed in the generating station. 

A £24m. scheme to supplement the water 
supply to Swansea has been undertaken by 
the company for Swansea Corporation Water 
Department, and the consulting engineers 
are Binnie, Deacon and Gourlay. The work 
will consist of a reservoir, water purifica- 
tion works and the laying of some 32 miles 
of pipes. The reservoir will be situated 
some 30 miles to the north of Swansea and 
will be formed by the construction of an 
earth dam across the entire width of the 
Usk Valley, to contain 800,000 cu. yds. of 
material. 

The main drainage scheme will cost 
£222,000, and is being constructed for the 
High Wycombe Borough Council. The con- 
tract is due to start this month and will take 
up to three years to complete. The Borough 
Engineer for the Council is Mr. J. A. 
Parkinson, MA, AMICE. 


DOMESTIC CISTERNS 
New Type of Ball Valve 


SIMPLE corrosion was thought to be re- 

sponsible for many of the failures of 
domestic ball-valves. Research has estab- 
lished that cavitation, a much more complex 
phenomenon, is the cause, states the DSIR. 


A new type of ball-valve has been de- 
signed by the Building Research Station for 
use in household cold water storage cisterns 
and lavatory flush tanks, for the ball valve 
has proved to be one of the weak points of 
domestic plumbing systems as well as being 
the source of one of the most irritating house- 
hold noises. An investigation carried out by 
the Station revealed that the types of ball 
valve usually fitted are often inefficient 
hydraulically, far too noisy in operation, 
liable to corrode and to develop faults in 
the float which put them out of action after 
a comparatively short life. 


It is estimated that 14m. faulty ball- 
valves have to be replaced annually in this 
country at a total cost approaching £4m. 


The principal faults of the conventional 


THE BUILDER 


valve are the failure of the seating through 
corrosion, the sticking of the valve piston 
through the accumulation of mineral de- 
posits from the water passing though the 
valve, and failure of the float which operates 
the valve. Many of the floats consist of 
two copper hemispheres soldered together 
and soldered to a boss which fits the end of 
the float arm. Electrolytic action between 
the solder and the copper causes the solder 
to. disintegrate so that the sphere either be- 
comes waterlogged or detached from the 
boss, 

One serious cause of corrosion in the work- 
ing parts of ball valves has been discovered 
to be cavitation, a phenomenon which occurs 
when there are rapid changes in pressure in 
flowing water. The problem is one which 
has received a lot of attention owing to the 
deterioration of ships’ propellers from this 
cause. Cavitation is believed to be caused 
by the formation in the water of little cavities 
filled with water vapour. When-the cavities 
collapse the pressures produced are as great 
as 60 tons per sq. in. As the cavities form 
and collapse continually under certain con- 
ditions the effect on the seating of the ball- 
valve is one in which the bearing surface 
is hammered until it cracks and chips off. 

The new valve is provided with a seating 
of stainless steel and is so designed that the 
water can flow freely through it with a mini- 
mum of cavitation. The moving parts of 
the valve are isolated from the water pass- 
ages so that there is no deposition of 
minerals, with subsequent sticking of the 
piston which operates the valve. The out- 
let is led through a silencing tube of special 
design and this reduces by two-thirds the 
operational noise of the valve. Float troubles 
due to electrolytic action are avoided by the 
use of a plastic float. 

A prototype valve has proved satisfactory 
in laboratory tests and _ pre-production 
models are now being used for normal and 
accelerated performance tests by the Station. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Greece.—The Public Power Corporation 
of Greece has now had the preliminary sur- 
vey completed of the Ptolemais Thermal 
Electric Plant. The American firm of con- 
sultants EBASCO. undertook the survey. 
It has now been recommended that a 
80,000-kw. plant connected to the national 
grid should be completed by 1958. The 
work will commence shortly and will cost 
$10m. 

The contract for the construction of an 
oil refinery with a production capacity of 
1.3m. tons annually has been given to ‘he 
German firm Hydrocarbon Mineralol, which 
is closely connected with the American firm 
Hydro-carbon Research, Inc., and also with 
Krupps, Rheinhaunsen, and Stanlunion, 
Dusseldorf. The cost of this project is 
in the region of $11,750,000. The site of 
the new refinery has not yet been decided. 
. .. . After further consideration of the 
scheme for building a nitrate fertiliser plant, 
the Co-ordinating Council decided that a 
technical and financial survey should be 
made by the American firm of Coppers, 
which was one of the three firms recom- 
mended last year by the World Bank. The 
survey is to be completed in seven months’ 
time. 

Hong Kong.—The largest civil engineer- 
ing project, the Kai Tak Airport, is to be 
constructed under the supervision of the 
colony’s Ministry of Works. Tenders are 
now coming in for the first stage of the 
project, which includes the main part of 
the development scheme, namely, _ the 
reclamation of the promontory of land 
on which the new runway is to be built 
out into Kowloon Bay. This will entail 


the building of about three and three- | 


quarter miles of sea wall to retain the fill, 
which will amount to about 12m. cu. yds. 
This will be obtained by excavation of the 
Kowloon Hills to clear the north-west 
approach to the new runway and by dredg- 
ing from the bed of the harbour. 

The preparation of tenders for a project 
of this magnitude will necessarily take some 
months, and the interested contracting firms 
are being given three months in which to 
prepare their tenders. Consideration of 
these tenders is likely to occupy a further 
month, and it will therefore be May or June 
before a contract is placed. After the 
placing of the contract, the required dredg- 
ing and excavating plant will be brought 
to the site as quickly as possible, but this 
will take time and it is unlikely that full- 
scale operations will commence before the 
end of this year. Ht is hoped that the first 
stage of the project will be completed by 
1958. 


Nigeria.——The Western Regional Govern- 
ment of Nigeria has launched a £4m. de- 
velopment programme for the modernisa- 
tion of all roads within the region. Annual 
grants are to be made by the regional 
government to help native authorities to 
meet the recurrent expenses of maintaining 
their roads, and grants amounting to 
£312,000 have already been made in this 
connection. A development programme for 
the trunk “A” roads of Nigeria has also 
been prepared by the federal government. 
The money for this scheme is expected to 
come from Colonial Development and 
Welfare grants. . The German firm of 
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Beton Monierbau has been awarded a small 
contract for a road construction and drain- 
age survey by the Onitsha Urban District 
Council. 

Work has just commenced on a £10,700 
VHP repeater station at Idanre, in Ondo 
Province, with Ibadan as the terminal, as 
part of a network of such stations planned 
to run through Ibadan, Ife, Idanre, Oluku 
and Benin, extending to Enugu in Eastern 
Nigeria... . Work is taking place to make 
various airports suitable for large inter- 
national aircraft. At Port Harcourt the 
runway is being extended at an appropriate 
cost of £30,000; at Kano, the main inter- 
national airport of Nigeria, new terminal 
buildings are to be constructed at an 
approximate cost of £400,000, and new 
buildings are also to be erected at Calabar. 
The Federal Government Office has details 
of these airport expansion schemes. 

A building proposal to extend the Gov- 
ernment Rest House at Ikoyi, Lagos, into 
a full-sized air-conditioned hotel at an esti- 
mated cost of £400,000 is being considered 
by the Federal Government. A £150,000 
building programme for the Southern 
Cameroons, to include the building of a 
temporary legislative chamber and quarters 
for government staff, and a 150,000-ton 
reservoir, has been announced in the 
Nigerian Press. The South Cameroons 
Government is studying these schemes. 

The building of three new deep-sea berths 
is planned for Port Harcourt to relieve con- 
gestion, at a cost of £3m., to be completed 
within five years. As an emergency measure, 
meanwhile, it is planned to build a lighter 
wharf at an approximate cost of £27,000. 

Peru.—The Companiade Cemento Port- 
land del Norte SA, of Peru, have now 
moved a step nearer the establishment of 
their long-awaited cement plant at Pacas- 
mayo, in the north of the country. Tenders 
are being examined, after which the com- 
pany will resume its negotiations with the 
International Bank of Reconstruction and 
Development, which has already agreed in 
principle to lend the company $24m. 

Helios SA, a company formed in 1953 by 
Peruvian and foreign capital to construct 
a petroleum refinery near the port of Pisco, 
south of Lima, has announced that its capital 
has been increased to $2m. and that the 
scope of the company has been expanded 
to include the erection of a synthetic 
fertiliser plant. 

Rhodesia—The Bulawayo municipality 
has floated a loan for £}m. to be used mainly 
for African housing, extensions to the power 
station and plant and increasing the city’s 
water supplies. ... Six major areas within 
the Bulawayo Commonage are suggested 
for new housing in a planning report by 
municipal officials. Four hundred new 


houses it is estimated will be required each . 


year. The Rhodesia United Transport Co., 
Ltd., has been registered in Salisbury. It 
links together all the major road passenger 
transport organisations in the Federation 
and substantial building programmes are 
planned for this year. 


WIRE ROPE 

*Mr. Sam Valene, of Lead Supplies, 
Inc., 2523, Hiawatha-avenue, Minneapolis, 
has advised the British Consulate at St. 
Paul, Minnesota, that he is interested 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 


formation Service. 
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in the possibilities of importing from the 
UK all types of wire rope used in industry. 
Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write by airmail direct to Lead 
Supplies, Inc., with all possible illustrations, 
brochures, etc., and send price lists in US 
currency, if possible, cif US port. Small 
samples should also be included if this is 
practicable. It will be appreciated if firms 
will copy their initial correspondence to 
the British Consulate W1662, Ist National 
Bank Building, St. Paul 1, Minnesota. 


BUILDING RESEARCH DATA 


A pamphlet entitled “Small Retaining 
Walls” (Number SB 33) has recently been 
issued by the Commonwealth Experimental 
Building Station in their series ““ Notes on 
The Science of Building.” The pamphlet 
includes details of types of retaining walls; 
the nature of the soil to be considered in 
their design; practical details of construc- 
tion; drainage; materials and workmanship. 
“Small Retaining Walls” may be obtained 
(price 9d.) from The Building Research 


Liaison Service, PO Box 2807Aa, Melbourne, 


Australia. 


CANADIAN INVESTMENT 


Projected private and public investment 
outlays for new construction, machinery and 
equipment in Canada will be approximately 
6 per cent. greater in 1955 than the expendi- 
ture in 1954, according to a report tabled in 
the Canadian House of Commons by Mr. 
C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Com- 
merce, 
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PUMPS FOR JAMAICA 

* Kingston Industrial Agencies, Ltd., 14, 
Darling-street, Kingston, Jamaica, wish to 
represent, in Jamaica, a United Kingdom 
manufacturer of a complete range of pumps. 

Manufacturers interested in this agency 
inquiry should send full details of their 
offers to Kingston Industrial Agencies, Ltd., 
marking their correspondence for the atten- 
tion of Mr. Fabian Henriques, Jr., or Mr. 
C. I. Escala. 

Further details regarding the pumps 
required may be obtained from Export Ser- 
vices Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, 
WCl1, quoting reference ESB/3325/55. 
(Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 776.) 

NIGERIAN CONSTRUCTION 
Some Current Projects 

A NUMBER of important projects in 
Nigeria, costing over £5m. are in course of 
construction by Richard Costain, Ltd. In 
the eastern part of the country, on the bank 
of the Oji River, the first section of a power 
station is being built for the Electricity Cor- 
poration of Nigeria. The site of the station 
is close to Enugu, the capital of the Eastern 
Provinces, said to be the centre of a grow- 
ing industrial region. The consulting 
engineers on this project are Coode and 
Partners, this firm also being connected in 
the same capacity with the Ijora “ B” power 
station. 

A feature of the second contract is the 
special cellular -concrete buoyant raft 
foundation which has been built by the con- 
tractors. The raft, which is constructed of 
extremely heavily reinforced concrete, is 
designed to float a little below the surface 
of the very soft subsoil. It is approximately 
250 ft. long by 200 ft. wide and consists of 
a series of cells, like a honeycomb, which 
average about 10 ft. by 12 ft. in area. The 
overall height is about 16 ft. Cost of this 
project and the Oji River power station is 
in the region of £2m. 

The Apapa Wharf scheme, costing £24m 
which has been undertaken by the company 
for the Government of Nigeria, will extend 
the main wharf half a mile out to sea to 
provide berthing for five additional ships. 
The main part of the scheme consists of a 
concrete wall constructed of 15-ton blocks, 
and this is backed by two million cu. yds. 
of reclamation to form a new area of wharf- 
age a quarter of a mile wide by a half-a-mile 
long. On the reclaimed land a number of 
port warehouses are to be erected. Consult- 
ing engineers for this scheme are also Coode 
and Partners. 

The University Hospital at Ibadan project, 
which is being built for the Public Works 
Department of Nigeria, will consist of eight 
blocks, and in addition ancillary buildings 
will provide a school of nursing and nurses’ 
home, a school of hygiene, a_ medical 
students’ hostel, a resident medical officers’ 
hostel, sisters’ quarters and housing accom- 
modation for medical, administrative and 
technical staff. All the buildings other than 
the main hospital buildings have been 
designed by the architects of the Public 
Works Department. Consulting architects 
for the hospital are W. H. Watkins, Gray 
and Partners. Engineering consultants are 
Roger Preston and Partners and Barlow and 
Leslie. are the consulting electrica) engineers. 
The structural consultants are Ove Arup and 
Partners. 





The 
m1 ON 4 fe) | 
BUILDER 


Clyde Tunnel Grant 


THE Minister of Transport has intimated 

to Glasgow Corporation that he is to 
make a grant towards the cost, estimated at 
£3m., of a single traffic tunnel under the 
Clyde between Linthouse and Whiteinch. 
He has authorised construction of twin 
approaches to this tunnel. The Minister 
stated in the House of Commons recently 
that Glasgow would be authorised to con- 
struct twin tunnels under the river. His de- 
cision now to allow twin approaches to be 
constructed is taken as an indication that 
authority for the second tunnel will follow 
in due course. The Minister also authorised 
the corporation to ask for tenders for the 
building of two tunnelling shields. 

It is hoped to start the work of tunnelling 
before the end of this year. About 70 houses 
will have to be demolished to make way for 
the approaches. 


Edinburgh Parking Scheme 


A SCHEME to improve the amenities of the 
centre of Edinburgh by the provision of an 
underground car park and bus station in 
East Princes-street Gardens has been drawn 
up by the Progressive group of Edinburgh 
Town Council. For the underground car 
park, the Progressives propose that the low- 
lying part of East Princes-street Gardens, 
near the railway, should be raised. The 
gardens, therefore, would be at a level of 
about five or six feet below Princes-street, 
thus preserving the “sun trap ” formation 
which is so acceptable at present. The 
gardens would be laid out with suitable 


paths, lawns, and flower borders, and an 4 


ormamental lily pond. 

Beneath this garden would be constructed 
an underground car park with accommoda- 
tion for about 330 cars with adequate toilet 
accommodation suitable for local users and 
for visitors who have travelled long 
distances. 


Interior Decoration Show 


AN EXHIBITION of interior wall finishes and 
decoration will be opened today at the 
Scottish Building Centre, 425, Sauchiehall- 
street, Glasgow, by Mr. Douglas P. Bliss, 
MA, ARCA, director of the Glasgow School 
of Art. The exhibition has been arranged in 
association with the Ministry of Works and 
the Council of Industrial Design, Scottish 
Committee. 


Glasgow Building Exhibition 

SCOTLAND’S vast housing programme and 
the need for speeding up production methods 
and reducing costs have been kept in mind 
by the Ministry of Works in planning an ex- 
hibition of building and civil engineering 
plant which is to be held at Queenslie Indus- 
trial Estate, Glasgow, from June 8 to 15. 

Arranged in co-operation with contractors, 
the professional and technical societies in 
the building industry, and the plant owners, 
the exhibition is to be held in the open, and 
will provide facilities for practical demon- 
strations. The plant on show will be suitable 
for Scottish conditions of soil, climate, and 
traditions, and for both medium-sized and 
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small contractors, who predominate in 
Scotland. 

The emphasis will be on increased 
mechanisation in all departments of the 
building trade, and the aim will be to in- 
terest not only contractors but all the Trade 
Unions, clerks of works, operatives, and 
foremen who will have to handle the 
machines. The area covered by the exhibi- 
tion will be about 400,000 sq. ft. Industrial 
film shows and static exhibits by apprentices 
will also form part of the exhibition. 


Dunblane’s Old Houses 


WRITTEN REPRESENTATIONS against the 
proposal by Dunblane Town Council to de- 
molish eighteenth- and nineteenth-century 
houses in the precincts of Dunblane Cathe- 
dral were delivered by hand to St. Andrew’s 
House on March 10 after a meeting of the 
executive committee of the National Trust 
for Scotland. 

The executive expressed strong opposition 
to the council’s clearance order, and the 
representations suggest that the order should 
be held over until a thorough survey can 
be made. The trust have offered to bear 
the expense of such a survey. 


Church Scheme Approved 


Tue Glenrothes Development Corpora- 
tion has approved in principle plans for a 
proposed Roman Catholic Church sub- 
mitted by representatives of the Archbishop 
of St. Andrews and Edinburgh, to be erected 
immediately to the west of the town centre 
on a site already agreed. 

The proposed church is to be built of 
brick and harling with stone facings, and is 
to the design of Reginald Fairlie and 
Partners, chartered architects, Edinburgh. 
Seating for 350 worshippers is provided, and 
in addition a baptistery, side chapel and 
sacristry are indicated on the plan. The 
main architectural feature of the building 
is a square tower on the main axis of the 
church which at ground level forms the 
entrance vestibule. A copper-covered spire 
surmounted by a cross, completes the 
tower. A symbolic figure placed over the 
main entrance doorway is the central 
feature of the principal elevation of the 
tower. Ample ground space has been 
reserved for future extensions. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 7, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. : 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 94d.; Labourers, 3s. 4d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Craftsman’s rate. 44 wre 
s. d. 


25 41 if 
334 3S 7 
50 83 5 


663 111 2} 
75 125 14 
For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations - end of 
probationary period f 


Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ‘ 











NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans are in hand for scheme of houses 
at the Summerhill housing development. Architect: 
Alexander B. Gardner (F), Broad-st., The Castlegate, 
Aberdeen. 

Alloa.—Plans have been approved for the con- 
struction of a new Academy at Alloa at a cost of 
£190,000. The work is under the control of Clack- 
mannan County Council and is expected to start in 
April and to take some three years to complete. 

Dunfermline.—Fifeshire CC has given its approval 
to the Marbsone Nursing School’s proposed £75, 
new hostel which it is proposed to erect at Fodhouse. 

Fifeshire.—Plans approved for the Ist and 2nd 
development of Kirkcaldy’s Bogie Main Farm hous- 
ing scheme consisting of 104 four-apartment cottages 
for which the Corporation A is Robert Meldrum, 
— Offices, The Whiteswaycauseway, Kirk- 
caidy, 

Forfarshire.—Plans have been approved by the 
Department of Health for Scotland for scheme of 
new houses at the Birkhill housing site. The Council 
A is James Macgregor, Angus County-bldgs., Forfar. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the Glasgow Eastern 
Co-operative Soc., Ltd., Dalmarnock-rd., Bridgeton, 
have been approved for alterations and additions at 
Duke-st. Properties, Dennistoun. architect is 
Kenneth L. Masson (L), 119, Paisley-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared ‘for Federated Paints, 
Ltd., 17, Davidson-st., Dalmarnock-rd., have 
been’ approved for alterations and additions ‘at Bob- 
bies-la. and Tymdrum-st., Townhead. The architects 
are: Frank Burnet & Boston, and James Bell 
(F & A), 180, Hepe-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for Alexander Stores, 
Ltd., Bath-st., have been approved for alterations 
and additions, at Main-st. Architect: Lennox 
Paterson (A), 147, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared and approved 
for new warehouse, shops, and office buildings at 
Holm-st., City. Architect: Baron Bercott (A), 118, 
Blythswood-st. ., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for George Tennant & 
Sons, Ltd., Bridgeton Mineral Depot, have been 
approved for new offices and other buildings at 526, 
Dalmarnock-rd. Architect is James Frew 
——- See. Lanarkshire. 

“rm Plans have been prepared for new 
p... uildings for the Corporation’s Highwa' a 
partment at Old Shettleston-rd., Parkhead. Ar 
Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing Offices, Giaase 
Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow. 


Greenock.—Plans prepared ffor Saltcoats & 


.Ardrossan Laundry Co., (Munro Cleaners), Ltd., for 


reconstruction and additions at Charles-st. have been 
approved. Architects are Frank Burnet & Boston & 
James Bell, DSO, MBE, F.ARIBA, 180, Hope-st., 
Glasgow, WC2. 
ee gee: H. Maitles, 65, West Regent- 
Glasgow (owners of cinemas ‘and theatres in the 
West of Scotland), have had plans ane spproved for a 
new dance hall in Hamilton. will have 
accommodation for 400 dancers bart approximate 
cost is £20,000. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for 
the 10th development of the Burnhead housing site, 
Tannockside, consisting of 104 houses. Architect: 
Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are in hand for a comprehen- 
sive layout scheme consisting of 211 coer at The 
Murray site. Architect: Frank Scott (L), Torrance 
House, East Kilbride. 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—Plans are to be prepared for 
large machine shop for Colville, Ltd., by Crouch & 
Hogg, civil engineers, 18. Woodside-cres., Wood- 
lands-rd., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Tannockside.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans pre- 
pared and approved for new Public Protestant Sch. 
which is to be erected at Juniper-rd., Burnhead. 
Architect, Mr. William L. Watt, FRIBA, Count 
Planning Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
yound in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of .paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (T) denotes closing date for rr geen nme the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MARCH 
{Enfield UDC.—Four shops with maisonettes over 
and one block of 2 —— _ at High-st., 
Ponders End. Dep. Tenders by 
April 6. 
MARCH 22. 
*tEnfield UDC.—22 garages, Holtwhites Hill 
estate. Frank Lee, E&S, 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by April 7. 


MARCH 25. 
*Wednesfield UDC.—82 dwellings, Ashmore Park 
site. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
MARCH 26. 
*tPlymouth City ©C.—Reconstruction, Wolseley 
Home, Devonport, and its conversion into a dining 
hail. City A, Seymour-rd. 


MARCH 28. 

*East Riding CC.—Classroom block, etc., 
House, Hessle. County A, Beverley. Dep. "£2. 

*Havant and Waterloo UDC.—Adaptations, council 
depot, Park-rd. North. E&S. 

*tSouthampton Corpn.—Additions and repairs to 
Kingsland housing scheme. BE. Dep. £1. 

*Wolverhampton CBC.—Junior pm at Underhill- 


la. BE. Dep £2 2s. 
MARCH 29. 
*jHarpenden. UDC.—30 houses, Batford (South) 
estate. J. H. Leech, architect, Harpenden Hall. 
Dep. £1 1s. Tenders by April 25. 


Tranby 


MARCH 30. 
*tWinchester City C.—Slaughterhouse, Winnall. 
QS, A. S. Wilson & Ptnrs., 8, Storey’s Gate, SW1. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 31. 

*Bexley BC.—16 houses. N. Challen Clark & 
Ptors., nie = ard 18, Tooks-court, EC4. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Bilston BC.—Reconstruction of sauth gable wall. 
Market “Hall. 20, Wellington-rd. 

*tPortsmouth City ‘C.—86 houses, Bedhampton 
Camp; 10 flats and houses, Paulsgrove; 18 flats, 
Olinda-st. City A, 1, Western-par. Dep. £1 each. 


APRIL 2. 
*tChichester City C.—45 houses and 20 flats, Park- 
lands estate. R. A. J. Cork, City S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Cowes, IoW UDC.—18 flats at’ Kings-rd., East 
Cowes. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 4. 
Norwich City C.—128 dwellings at Heartsease 
City A. 


APRIL 5. 
*Glasgow Corp.—24 flats, Drummore-rd. —Archi- 
tectural and Planning Dept., 20,.Trongate, Cl. 
*York City C.—Old. people’s hostel, Acomb-rd. 
City A, 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. Dep. £2. 


*Chadderton 
housing site. 


APRIL 8. 
UDC. ‘seg ees, Broadway 


E&S. Dep 


; _APRIL 9. 
*Gillingham BC.—Four dwellings, Woodlands-rd. 
BE. Dep. £3 3s. 


APRIL 12. 
*Bournemouth CBC.—70 dwellings (4 contracts). 
Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

*tEast Sussex CC.—Additions, Lewes County 
Grammar — A ans Girls. . County A, Lewes. 
Tenders by May 1 . , 

Lewisham SJace Prefabricated sports changing 


accommodation building at Warren-ave., Bromley. 


BE. Dep. £2. 


APRIL 
*St. Albans City C.—Six hae with flats over, 
Everlasting-la. estate. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 18. 

*East Riding CC.—Alterations, Court and adjoin- 
ing house, Sessions House, Beverley. County A, 
Beverley. Dep. £2. 

*Prescot UDC.—Two double-fronted shops and 4 
maisonettes, Bryer estate. Gornall, Kelly & Ptnrs., 
. i a aN ae Albany, Old Hall-st., Liverpool, 

oguethwick tne. —14 flats, Hope Cottage site. 
E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

APRIL 19. 

*Leyland UDC.—Six shops and 6 maisonettes, 

Broadfield estate. -E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


APRIL 22. 
Wycombe BC.—142 houses. Hatters Farm 


*High 
Dep. £2 2s. 


estate. Ss. 


RIL 25. 
*Birmingham Ci C.—Four houses, Folliott-rd., 
Lea Village, Strechford. City A. £2 2s. 

26. 

Elmhurst / Bedonwell-rd. 


APRI 
*Erith BC.—52 houses, 


BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC, 


MARCH 24. 
_ *Isle of Ely CC.—Heating and electrical installa- 
tions, College of Further Education, Wisbech; and 
Police station and courts house, Wisbech. County 
A, March. Dep. £2 2s. each. Tenders by April 19. 


MARCH 25. 

*tPreston CBC.—Metal windows, Ashton-on-Ribble 
C. Secondary School. BE&S. Tenders not later than 
April 7. 

MARCH 29. 

*tWatford BC.—Repair and painting of houses. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 30. 

*Chesham UDC.—Exterior painting 217 houses, 
flats. etc. Housing Manager. Dep. £1 Is. 

*Durham CC.—Works at various schools. County 
A, Durham. 

APRIL 1. 

*Croydon CBC.—External painting council houses. 

Housing Manager, 71, Park-la. Dep. £1 Is. 


APRIL 2. 
(Materials.) 
APRIL 5. 
CC.—Fences, etc., 
Ystradgyniais. 


Epping UDC.—S. 


*Breconshire 
Comprehensive School, 
Brecon. 


Maesydderwen 
County A. 


APRIL 7. s 
*Croydon CBC.—External painting requisitioned 
properties. Housing Manager, 71, Park-la. Dep. 
£1 Is. 


APRIL 9. 
Gateshead CBC.—BS. (Materials.) 
APRIL 13. 
*Sunderland CBC.—Heating and hot water supply, 
Castle View primary junior schools. Boro’ A, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
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ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


APRIL 1. 
tBasingstoke RDC.—Contract BS/1/X1, main 
drainage for North Waltham. Howard Humphreys 
& Sons, Victoria Station House, Victoria-st., West- 
minster. jw nidad and T 15. 
Gov. o Tobago.—Barrackpore water 
supply ph mains. Howard Humphreys & 
Sons, Victoria Station Howse, Victoria-t., SW1. 


Dep. £5 5s 
APRIL 2. 

Dearne UDC.—Roads and sewers for Furlong-rd. 

nowae site. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
utbury RDC.—Sewer extension, Barton Gate. 

Eas. Dep. £2 2s. 

Welwyn City UDC.—Making-up of 
carriageways, footways and open forecourts, housing 
scheme No. 16. E&S. 


APRIL 4. 

Bristol Avon River Board.—Civil engineering works 
for new sluiceway at Kellaways Mill, near Chippen- 
ham, contract No. 180; new mass concrete weir at 
Ladydown Mill, near Trowbridge, contract No. 179; 
and new sluiceway at Radstock Town Mill, contract 
No. 178. FF. Greenhalgh, E to the Board, 18, 
Bennett-st., Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 

Long Eaton UDC.—Construction of reservoir at 
Risley. Elliott & Brown, consulting engineers, 
——_ House, Pelham-rd., Mottingham. Dep. 
Z 

South Shields CBC.—Roads and sewers at section 9 
of Jesmond-terr. and Simonside. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

Staines UDC.—Making-up of Chalmers-rd. East. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 11. 


*Cuckfiedd RDC.—Tarmacadam carriageway, 
Turners Hill. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 13. 
Thedwastre RDC.—Construction of about 334 miles 
of spun-iron water mains. Lemon & Blizard. 
engineers, 59, Tufton-st., SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 


APRIL 15. 

tNigeria, Western Bagen-~Worr supply scheme 
for Ishan plateau, near Benin. ( 
may be invited for several other water schemes within 
the course of the next three or four years). Consult- 
ing engineers, Binnie, Deacon and Gourley, Artillery 
House, SWI. 

*West Riding CC.—Resurfacing drives, Goole 
Grammar School, and renewal of floors, Goole 
Boothferry-rd. School. Divisional Education Officer. 
Alexandra-st., Goole. . 

APRIL 16. 
Torquay BC.—Main drainage contract No. 4b. 


BE. Dep. £5 5s. 
APRIL 30. 
Altrincham BC.—Main sewerage and sewage dis- 
posal, Altrincham. D. Balfour & Sons, consulting 
engineers, 131, Victoria-st., SWI. Dep. £10. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


City.—Orrice BLocx.—Proposals have been made 
by the City and West End Properties, Ltd., for the 
erection of a block of offices at an estimated cost of 
£40,000, on the site of Nos. 7, 9, 11, Goswell-rd., 
ECi. ‘The architects for the scheme are Ronald 
Ward & Ptnrs., 29, Chesham-pl., Belgrave-sq., swl. 

City.—WrREN *"CuurcHes ResumLt.—A scheme is to 
be prepared by Marshall Sisson, FSA, FRIBA, Farm 
Hall, Godmanchester, Hunts, for the rebuildin ES 
the bombed Wren church of St. Andrew-by-the- 
robe, Blackfriars, burnt out in 1940. Plans will aie 
be prepared by Arthur Bailey, of Ansell and Bailey, 
OBE, FRIBA, .12, Gray’s Inn-sq.,.WCl, for the 
rebuilding of St. Nicholas Cole Abbey. . It is under- 
stood that the proposals will keep to the original 
designs as far as possible. 

Hackney. — Site CLEARANCE. — The  acquisjtion, 
clearance and partial redevelopment of about 11 acres 
of land in the Trowbridge-rd. areas has been recom- 
mended by LCC Hsg. Com., at an estimated cost of 
£221,260. 

Islington.—Housinc DEVELOPMENT.—The acquisi- 
tion, clearance and redevelopment of houses on a 
2}-acre site in the Dorinda-st. areas has been proposed 
by LCC Hsg. Com. The estimated cost of the scheme 
is about £45,200, and part of the land is zoned for 
a school extension. It is estimated that about’ 52 
dwellings could be provided upon the remainder. 

Lewisham.—SECONDARY ScHOOL.—Plans have been 
prepared by Archard and Hardy, FA.RIBA, 20, 
Lowndes-st., SW1, for the erection of a new Roman 
Catholic secondary school for boys and girls on a 
two-acre site in Winlaton-rd. in the wnham area, 
M of E approval has been given to the outline pro- 
posals, and the estimated cost of the scheme 1s 
£109,199, 

LC@.—EpucatTionaL Buitprnc.—M of E has 
approved the inclusion in the 1955-56 building pro- 
gramme of the partial rebuilding of Morley College 
at an estimated cost of £20,000; also the inclusion in 
the reserve programme of proposed further adapta- 
tions at Francis House, Westminster (estimated cost 
£15,000), and adaptations at the Technical Sar 
for the Furnishing Trades (estimated cost £30 

LCC Ed. Com. have also requested that the building 
programme for 1956-57 includes a proposed extension 
to the Central School of Arts and Crafts (estimated 
cost £300,000), and a proposed new building for the 
Princeton college of languages and commerce (esti- 
mated cost £179,000). 
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St. Marylebone.—Stores EXxTENSION.—Plans for 
ramp garage for up to 700 private cars above an 
extension of Selfridges’ main selling floor between 
their food building and a building at present occupied 
by a GPO parcels office have been submitted to LCC 
for TP approval. Mr. S. Earl, joint managing direc- 
tor of Selfridges, Ltd., has stated that the company 
and Lex Garages would operate the scheme as 
separate company. There would be a five-way 
entrance from Orchard-st. and cars would ascend by 
— ramp to parking points on five floors. The 

e-storeyed extension will provide 11,000 sq. ft. of 
floor space, and the annexe a further 30,000 sq. ft. 
Plans for the scheme, which will have an estimated 
cost of several hundred thousands of pounds, were 
prepared by Duke and Simpson, architects, 181, 
Wardour-st., W1; the consulting A is Sydney Clough’ 
FRIBA, Devonshire-cl., 39, Devonshire- t,:01.. 
plans receive TP approval ‘it is hoped to commence 
work on August 1. 

St. Marylebone. — AppointMEeNT. — Hsg. Com. 
recommend that Armstrong and MacManus, FRIBA, 
of 28, Gloucester-pl., WI, be appointed architects for 
Sg development of the site of Nos. 57-73, Boundary- 


“se. Pancras.—FLaTs AND MAISONETTES.—Hsg. Com. 
have approved revised layout propcers ‘prepared by 
Hamilton and Chalmers, FF.RIB 16, Old Build- 
ings, Lincolns Inn, WC2, for gp redevelopment of 
the remainder of the Clarence-way housing scheme 
by the erection of 52 flats’ and maisonettes and a 
tenants’ community room. 

St. Pancras.—Pus.ic House.—MBC have _ been 
recommended to lease a site at the corner of Mach- 
worth-st. and Harrington-st. to Watney, Combe Reid 
& Co. for the erection of a new building for the 
‘* Rutland Arms” public house in Regent’s Park 
area ‘‘ A’’; also the lease to Whitbread & Co., Ltd 
The Brewery, Chiswell-st., EC1l, of a site on the 
corner of Varndell-st. and Augustus-st. facing Cum- 
berland Market for the erection of a new building 
for the ‘‘ King’s Head’ public house. 

St. Pamcras.—APPoINTMENT.—MBC are recom- 
mended to appoint W. V. Zinn, 172, Buckingham 
Palace-rd., SW1, as consulting structural E for the 
proposed ‘erection of a public health annexe. 

Southwark. — COMPREHENSIVE REDEVELOPMENT. — 
LCC TP Com. propose the acquisition of some 16} 
acres in the Elephant and Castle area, including shop 
premises fronting London-rd. and St. orge’s-rd., 
the Elephant and Castle wou 0 Lod a petrol filling 
station and six public houses, for the en of 
clearance and partial redevelopment. he develop- 
ment programme for the next five years in this area 
comprises a major shopping centre and office and 
allied commercial development. The estimated cost 
of the TP Comn.’s proposals is £2,075,000. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Blyth.—TC to 7 160 houses on Gordon-rd. 
site. Plans by BS, W. Foster. 

Bolsover.—UDC seeaedal layout by BE for 54 
three-bedroomed and 48 two-bedroomed houses to 
complete Castle Estate. 

Brixworth.—RDC propose erection of 24 houses 
at Moulton, six each at Brington, East Haddon, 
Scaldwell and Welford, and two at Boughton. 

Bromley (Worcs).—Methodist Auths. propose 
erection o of church o; ite present one, £10,000 est. 

Bi Boardmans, Ltd., 139-141, The Rock, pro- 
pose remodelling of furniture store. 

Coventry.—EC approved plans for Phase 11 of 
new College of Arts and Technology at Cope-st.— 
Birmingham Reg. Hosp. Board propose erection of 
hospital, £13 m. est. Work to commence in two 
years time. 

Darwen.—BC to erect 48 irae, and 32 
two-bedroomed houses in 1955 


Daventry.—RDC to invite new tenders for erec- 
tion of 8 bungalows at Weedon. To prepare plans 
for construction of new council chamber. 

a ire.—EC proposed modern sch. at Wrex- 
ham, £100,000 est.; new infants’ sch. at Chirk. 
£22,076 9 o fom. _ for handicapped children at 
Wrexham, £15,000 

Durham on oe aa nog ee ee ee 
group homes for aie. cost £107,500, including 
one at Jarrow and one at Boldon. Plans by County 
A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la 

Eccles.—BC to’ invite tenders for reconstruction 
of mortuary. Approved plans, additional sanita: 
conveniences for Managers of Eccles Parish C of 
Sch. A, Thorpe & Whyman, Church-la., Oidhem: 
New street and layout for 28 houses off Grange-rd., 
for K. Flitcroft, 2, The Retreat, Lumber-la.. 


Worsley. 

F (Co, Durham).—UDC planning new park 
on 25 acres of land at Leam-la., Wardley. Windy 
Nook and District Industrial Co-op. Society Ltd., 
Low Fell, to erect grocery, greengrocery and con- 
fectionery stores on Leam-la. hovsing unit. 

Gateshead.—Clarke Chapman & Co., Ltd., engi- 
neers, to use 10 acres of land in Neilson-rd. for pro- 
posed works extensions. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—UDC to build 160 houses at 
Shiney-row, four shops and flats at Fence Houses, 
and six bungalows at Houghton. Plans by S, 


A; ae —TC d pl: 

approved plans: new premises at 
10-12, Clint-rd., for J. Emmett. rE ey Wil- 
liams & Kelly, 34, Castle-st., Liverpool 2: new office 
block at 99, Edge-la., for Union of General and 
Municipal Workers. A, Walter Lewis, 34, Castle- 
st., Liverpool 2; new sack factory at Freemason- 
row, Liverpool, for Samuel Noble & Son. Plans by 
G. Clingan, Bellisle Quarry-rd., Woolton, Liver- 
pool. : 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 


The Brass and Copper Tube Association 
announce that in consequence of the agreement 
on engineering wages all extras over the basis 
prices of tubes, with certain exceptions; have 
been increased by 6} per cent. with effect from 
March 11. 

In accordance with the standard conditions of 
sale, the increase will not apply to orders or part 
orders which have been accepted or entered after 
January 1, 1955, for delivery within three months 
of the date of acceptance of the order; in the 
case of other orders or part orders, the increase 
will apply to all deliveries on and after March 11. 


CHAIN LINK FENCING 
The Chain Link Fencing Association announce 
that the current chain link fencing premiums have 
been , Seconees by 14 points with effect from 
re! \. 











Lymm.—UDC approved plans for 56 houses at 
Whitbarrow-rd. Estate, for Statham Estates, Ltd. 

Manchester.—Reg. Hosp. Board approved in prin- 
ciple extensions to pathological laboratory at Altrin- 
cham Hosp., Altrincham, and conversion of: ward 
into operating theatre at Queens Park Hosp., Black- 
burn. Approved scheme for new twin operating 
unit at Crewe and District Memorial Hosp., £28,849 
est.; motor showroom and repair shop at 54, Down- 
ing-st., Ardwick, for R. & . Autos, Ltd. A, 
Roberts & Roberts, 40, King-st., Manchester.—TC 
ng rebuilding of ‘office block at 73-79. -King- 

for Norwich Union Life Insurance Society. 

* Middlesbrough —Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board, 
‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, intends 
giving priority to £3 50, scheme for pro 
accident and orthopedic wing adjoining Middles- 
brough Gen. Hosp. Board’s Chief A. . 
Knighton. 

Morpeth.—Proposal for new swimming pool being 
considered by TC. BE, F. K. Perkins. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Reg. Hosp. Board, Osborne- 
rd., approved schedule of engineering works est. 
cost £ ,001,200.—Plans by Solomon, St. Mary’s- 
pl., for showrooms and eahuhouse in Blenheim-st.. 
for N. Baker, have been ee: —Dryden & Shaw. 
Market-st., architects for 18 houses and seven 
garages in Bavington-gdns. 

Northants.—CC approved estimate £24,000 for 
Phase 2 of new fire station at Headlands, Kettering. 
Approved extensions and adaptations to following 
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premises to form aged persons’ homes: ‘* Fernda 
17, The Headlands, Kettering, £14,945 est.; 
Bank,’ id PB ing yo pton-rd., Kettering, £10,960 est: 
Elsden ee ” Midland-rd., Wellingbor 
£15,575 est.; i to “* Franklins Howl 
Guildhall-rd., Northampton, to form office accom- 
modation, £10,000 aie include folowine in 1955 
—e programme: Brackley 000 
Rushden Tennyson-rd. Mod., £52,000 > Ker- 
wwii Grange Prim., £44,044 est.; Tene In- 
ey £21, 338, est.: and Weston Favell Prim., £44,044 


“North fren gs approved £47,450 scheme for 
construction of old oe home at Thornaby-on- 
Tees. County Knowles, County Hall, 
Northallerton. 

orth Shields.—‘* Robin Hood. Inn,’’ Beacon-st., 
to be rebuilt by Newcastle Breweries, Ltd. A, J. 
Oswald & Sons, Bradburns Chambers. Northumber- 
land-st., ensantieoe tyes, 

Northumberland.—Min. of Fuel and Power 
approved building of power station at Cambois, to 
cost £30m. Site will cover 200 acres and foundation 
work to be started. A, L. J. Couves & Ptars., 
Carliol House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Northwich.——Parochial Church C (The Vicar, Canon 
A. W. Maitland Wood) propose repairs to Parish 
Church, £10,000 est. A, T 
wich. 

Notts.—CC propose erection of branch library at 
Scrooby-rd., Harworth, Bircotes. 

Nuneaton.—TIC propose erection of 12 bungalows 
at Tuttle Hill Farm, 16 at Hearty Goodfellows Yard, 
60 houses at Abbotsford-rd., 46 at Camp Hill (Sec- 
tion 6), 70 at Camp Hill (Section 7), 2 at Barpoo!- 
rd.. 15 flats at Edward-st., and 30 at Meadow-st. 

Peterlee (Co. Durham).—Cordingley and McIntyre, 
The College, Durham, A _ for proposed £32,000 
parish church at Romaiee. Hall and vicarage to be 
built later. 

Rawtenstall.—BS to prepare plans for erection of 
crematorium. 

Redcar.—Brewster Sessions granted applications by 
Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 
erection of licensed premises near East Halt railway 
station.—Applications by S. Smith’s Old Brewery, 
Tadcaster, for two licensed premises on Lakes 
Estate and Dales Estate also approved. 

Rofford (Lancs).—Village Hall Comm. propose 
erection of = hall. 

DC preparing plans for erection of 90 
hopses at Mil! Close 

Sheffield.—Reg. How. Board appointed Naylor, 
Sale & Widdows, St. Marys Chambers, St. Marys 
Gate, Derby, as architects for new hospital ward 
block and two-storey connecting corridor at Manor 
Heme © Derby. Appointed E. G. Phillips, Son & 

‘olk, Arskus House, Annesley-gr., Nottingham, 
a5 consulting E for adaptations at Langwith Lodge, 
ae 


G. Robinson, North- 


—UDC approved plans for new baths at 
Metal. and Saad Spun Plants, for Staveley Iron and 
Chemical Co., Ltd. 

Steyning.—£30, 000 roadhouse to be built by Brick- 
wood’s, of Portsmouth, on main coast road betweer 
Worthing and Brighton. Provisional licence granted, 
with condition that building work starts within 18 
months. Applicant, D. Frost, assistant managing 
director of Brickwood’s and director of Portsmouth 
and Brighton United Breweries. There will be a 


restaurant for 80 people, car park facilities for 39 


cars and 15 motor coaches, and children’s room. 

Stockport.—BC approved plans: new premises at 
Hibbert-st., for F. Bamford & Co., Ltd., John-st., 
Stockport; new office building at Vauxhall Works, 
Greg-st., for Craven Bros. we papnchentee), Ltd.; re- 
building’ of offices at Gas Wi Great Portwood- 

for North-Western Gas Board: icensed hotel at 
fo Moor-rd., for Wilsons Brewery Co. Ltd.; 
industrial building at Kingston-st. «, for Wyngate Engi- 
neering Co., Ltd.;. new hotel, ‘* Firtree Hotel,’’ # 
Gorton-rd., for Peter Walker ‘(Warrington), Ltd.; 
houses at James-rd., for Gordon Emery, tia 

tockton-on-Tees.—TC to proceed with erection of 
32 dwellings for single persons in Londonderry-rd. 
Plans by Boro’ A. 

Stockton-o n-Tees-—TC approved in principle pro- 
posal by Murray & Charleton, Ltd., to buy land 
near Bishop-st. for proposed garage and showrooms. 
—TC seek offers for purchase of land in Redhill- 
rd. ky Proposed cinema.—TC received loan sanc- 
tion for £30,019 for erection of 23 houses on New- 
town site (contractors, Tarslag, Ltd., Stockton); and 

0,092 for 42 flats on same estate (contractors, 
Moore & Cartwright, Ltd., Norton, Stockton).—EC 

pose staff rooms at Mill-la. Infants’, Bailey-st. 

Bailey-st. Girls’, Bailey-st. Infants’, Bowes- 

. Girls’, gy oad Infants’, Newham Grange 
and Newtown Jun. Mixed Sch.; medical room also 
proposed at Norton High-st. Jun. Mixed Sch.—Plans 
prepared by Biscomb & Ferrey, York, for proposed 
workshop and offices on Dog Hill Farm site, for 
J. H. Shouksmith & Son, Ltd., plumbers, York. 

Wellington.—RDC ‘seek Min. approval for 8 houses 
at Sambrook, 6 at Lawley, 4 at Kynnersley, 8 at 
Rodington, 12 at Wrockwardine and 16 at Tibberton. 

West Cumberland.—Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board 
appointed Charles E. Pearson, FRIBA, of Charles 
B. Pearson & Son, Dalton-sq., Lancaster, as A for 
rr of hospital at Hensingham, £14m. est. 

est Hartlepool.—TC apueintet Cairns & Byles, 
8, ‘Osborne Newcastle, as QS for proposed new 
fire station. . G. Sinclair, Boro’ 

sa | Telford Hart, Natproban Cham- 
bers, Carlisle, appointed QS by Newcastle Hosp. 
Board for proposed maternity unit at Workington 
Infirmary. A, Simpson, Oldfield & Saul. Nationa) 
Provincial Bank Chambers. 
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TENDERS 


Denotes accepted. 

Denotes provisionally accepted. 

Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 

ments. 

dlington.—Extensions at Pincroft Dyeworks for 
Rpg & Printing Co., Ltd.: *Leonard 
Fairclough, Ltd., Adlington. ’ 

Alnwick.—15 houses at Longframlington for RDC. 
Architects: Reavell and Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., 
Ainwick: *J. Sample & Son, Warkworth, £22,907. 

Blackpool.—Block of shops and offices at Old 
Market site for Ravenseft Properties, Ltd.: *Sir 
Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., London. 

Blaydon-on-Tyne.—20 houses for old people at 
Woodside-ter., for UDC: *Direct labour. ‘ 

Bradford.—Extensions at Lidget-grn. for Field, 
Sons & Co., Ltd.: *J. & J. Obank & Co., Ltd.. 
Idle, Beactoed. ; ‘ Leman geet 

Brighton.—Erection of a gymmnasi a 2 
Collen, for EC: *Jeffery & Sons (Hove), Ltd., 206, 
Portland-rd., Hove, 3, £17,553. : 

British Railways (London Midland Region).—The 
following contracts have been placed:— 

Edward Wood & Sons, Ltd., Park-st., Derby, for 
the reconstruction of platform buildings on Derby 
sation; Mellowes & Co., Ltd., 54, Victoria-st., Swi, 
for the examination and repair shop at Crewe North 
motive power depot—patent roof and vertical glazing; 
Wellerman Bros., Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield, for the 
reconstruction of Bridge No. 48 on the Cockermouth, 
Keswick and Penrith line; Samuel Butler & Co., Ltd., 
sibion Works, Stanningley, near Leeds, for mainten- 
ance and small construction contract for steelwork 
»rection, alterations and repairs in Southern area for 

2 year 1955; Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Terminal 
House, Grosvenor-gdns., SW1, for formation renewal 
between Culworth and Helmdon (down line, 140 miles 
265 yards to 140 miles 800 yards).; Bosworth & 
Wakeford, Ltd., Daventry, for the stabilisation of 
embankment at Banbury-la. on_ the Euston-Rugby 
line; Bryant & Sons, Ltd., Small Heath, Birmingham, 
for the shed master’s office and wages staff lavatory 
accommodation at Aston motive power depot, 
Birmingham. 

Sery—Esection of Brandlesholme: CP School for 
EC: *John Tinline, Ltd., Parker-st., Sawmills, Bury. 

Bury.—Gymnasium and changing rooms, Elton 
County sec. mod. sch., Walshaw-rd., for CBC: 
*Spencer & Clarke, Ltd., Elton Saw Mills, Bury: 

Carlisle.—Factory extensions for the Nestle Co., 
Ltd.: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Carlisle.—Contracts placed by council during the 
period February 2 to 25:— : . . 

Partial duplicating of trunk main, laying of main: 
*Rorder Engineering Contractors, Ltd., Carlisle, 
7.689. Three one-bedroom bungalows, Embleton- 
i./Scalegate-rd. site: “Barwick Bros., Gilsland, 
2.804. 

Cumberland.—Erection of medical officer’s house 
and hostel for nursing staff at Homewood House, 
Hensingham, for Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Bd., 
** Dunira,”” Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
‘Thomas. Armstrong, Ltd., Cockermouth, £9,850 
(revised tender). é , 

Durham.—24 flats at _Giles-gate for the City C. 
City E: J. W. Green, Town Hall: *Bell & Ridley, 
North-rd., Durham, £37,869 (subject to approval). 

Ealing.—Erection of Montpelier primary school, for 
Middlesex CC: *W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., £62,730. 

Edmonton.—Erection of Fleecefield junior school, 
for Middlesex CC: *A. Scott & Sons (London),-Ltd., 
£65,250. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Office additions for Noble 
& Lund, Ltd., machine tool makers: *Direct labour. 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions at 46/48, Sz. 
Andrews-sq., Saltmarket, for Eagle Star Insurance 
Co., Ltd., London: *Charles Gray & Sons, Ltd., 
3)3, Alexandria-pde., Dennistoun, Glasgow. 

Hawarden.—Erection of five shops with flats over 

Broughton for RDC: *Alun Edwards, Ltd., Cefnv- 
bedd, nr. Wrexham. ; 

Iiford.—34 houses, Green-la. and St. Mary’s-rd., 
for BC. Engineer and Surveyor, H. J. Mulder, 
AMICE, MIMunE, ARICS. Quantities by Walter 
W. Green & Ptnrs. 

Catchpole & Co., Ltd... o ws .. £63,798 
D. Grant & Ptnrs. ae rae oo teen 
Field-Davis, Ltd. 56,855 
Hawker-Smith, Ltd. . 56,486 
W. J. Jerram, Ltd... 

S. Newlyn & Son, Ltd. 

F. Bilton (London), Ltd. 

Jenners (Builders), Ltd. 

Carlton Contractors, Ltd... - ‘- 6 
*A. Monk, Hertford-rd., N9.. aa 5. | See 

Leeds.—Erection of Swarcliffe County Primary 
School for EC: *Wm. Birch & Sons, Ltd., Spen-la.. 
York, £102,474. 

Litherland.—74 houses at the Ford Estate for UDC: 
*Llovd & Cross, Ltd., Argyle-st., Birkenhead. 

Liverpool.—Erection of new factory at Kirkby for 
Wayzood Otis, Ltd.: *George Wimpey & Co.. Ltd.. 
London. =} 

London.—Erection of new building for Alfred 
Dunhill, Ltd. Architects, T. P. Bennett & Son, 43, 
Bloomsbury-sq.. WC1: *F. G. Minter, Ltd., 4, 
Buckingham-gate, SW1. 

LCC.—Erection of county secondary school for 
about 2,000 boys and girls at Avery-hill (Woolwich 
West). The school will be named Crown Woods 
school:— 

A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd. .. £566,989 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd. a 565,785 
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$63,271 


M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. .. 
aa 562,365 


Halse & Sons, Ltd. .. te Bs 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd. a cca a 
Lavender McMillan (Contractors), Ltd. .. 
Leslie & Co., Ltd. .. ie - wd 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. .. = BP 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd. 
Rush & Tompkins, Lid. .. ee 
Percy Bilton, Ltd. .. F os pe 
*Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 
The architect’s comparable estimate is £552,924. 


LCC.—€rection of county secondary school at 
Peckham:— 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. 
Halse & Sons, Ltd. .. 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd. 
Percy. Bilton, Ltd. .. Ay: “7 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. 
Y. J.. Lovell & Sons, Ltd. .. : 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd. ... 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd. a se = 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. .. -¥ on 
*W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., West- 
minster ag x os Ae +. eae 
The comparable estimate of the architects 
responsible for the scheme is £451,961. 
LCC.—Completion of the north and south blocks 
of the County Hall. Tenders for the construction 
of the foundations of the north block and the 
subway connecting with the main building were 
invited from ten firms and nine tenders were 
received as follows:— 
Holland and Hannen & Cubitts, Ltd. .. £118,455 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. oe o- 55.542 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd. eo 114,795 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd. 110,355 
Richard Costain, Ltd. fe a 109,680 
Trollope & Colls, Ltd. “ vs .. * 107,803 
James Carmichael (Contractors), Ltd. .. 106,643 
John Mowlem & Co., Ltd. .. aes .. 101,168 
*Higgs & Hill, Ltd., Lambeth oe .. _ 98,441 
The chief engineer’s comparable estimate is £97.094. 


(London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
over £1,000 in value:— 

Hants: Building works, John Hunt, Ltd., South 
Wharf, Cleveland-rd., Gosport, Hants; Civil engineer- 
ing works, A. Farr, Ltd., Station-rd., Westbury, 
Wilts; Internal insulation of buildings, Manchester 
Slate Co., 5, Lancaster-rd., Didsbury, Manchester, 20. 
Cornwall: Building works, Noye Bros., Lady-st., 
Helston, Building works, E. Thomas & Co., Ltd., 
Public Works Contractors, Falmouth. 


London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts over 
£1,000 in value :— 

Hants: roofing and flooring to buildings, Permanite 
Ltd., 455, Old Ford-road, E3; heating installation, 
Mumford, Bailey & Preston, Ltd., 22a, Holdenhurst- 
road, Bournemouth, Hants. Northern _ Ireland: 
building works, John Eakin & Co., Ltd., 100, Strand- 
road, Londonderry. Hants: building works, R. Cor- 
ben & Son, Ltd., West Borough, Maidstone, Kent; 
civil engineering, Wests Piling & Construction Co., 
Ltd.. Bath-road, Harmondsworth, West Drayton, 
Middx. 

€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over for the two weeks ended March 12:— 

Fuel installation: R. Corben & Son, Ltd., 26, 
Carlton-cres., Southampton. Building work: F. R. 
Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Wantz-rd., Dagenham, Essex. 
Ventilating services: Mellor Bromley & Co., Ltd., 
St. Saviour’s-rd., Leicester. Heating and ventilating 
services: Benham & Sons, Ltd., 66, Wigmore-st., W1. 
Heating and hotwater services: Gn. Haden & Sons, 
Ltd., Fg: Quayside, Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Artificers’ 
work and preparation and maintenance of land: 
Wm. Herd & Co., Ltd., 88, Baker-st., W1; J. & B. 
Abbott, Ltd.. 23-25, Northolt-rd., Harrow; T. H. 
Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Croxley-rd., W9; J. R. 
Deacon, Ltd., Lombard-st., Lichfield, Staffs; F. 
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Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., Yorks; 
Bosworth & Wakeford, Ltd., Daventry, Northants: 
Artificers’ work: Ruberoid Co., Ltd., 1-19, New 
Oxford-st., WC1. Resurfacing and drainage work: 
W. Lawrence & Son, Ltd., London-st., Swaffham. 
Norfolk. Building work: Y. J. Lovell & Son, Lid.” 
Marsham-la., Gerrards Cross; W. H. Streeter. Ltd. 
10, Tudor-rd., Hampton, Middlesex: Michael Thomo. 
son, Ltd., Petterill-rd., Upperby, Carlisle: Harvey 

Frost, Out Westgate, Bury St. Edmunds. ; 


London Chmqpeian Police).— tend: 
for Metropolitan Police building ee a 


Erection of 48 married quart 

part II, Rush & Tompkins, Ta ni gre Way, 
(London (MoW).—Contr at 

of Works for week ended pn oy lg Ministry 


Ayrshire: M/Labour, Pensions and Nati 
seanes, Cumnock, erection, Thos. gy Re 
2s. a te. Mauchline, Ayrshire. Cardigan. 
shire: MS, RAE, ‘Aberporth, ‘adaptations and addi- 
— to operations room, Staverton Builders Ltd 
a. ar Baal Teltghens Exchange, West 
{ vell-st., Co er, alterations and i 
adams, Mgaime, id. Chipping il Wiha, 

X. ire: e-rd., » erection and com- 
pletion of sorting office, Norwest i ~ 
Lid., Ruthvene-d.. Litherland, ape ame 
~~ e: IB, Ty-Glas-rd., Lianishen altera- 
pea 9 — : hn Wells €1935) Ltd 

a ~st., iff; Post ce Telephone | e, 
or plea ae Pein. decerstions. shea 

. Se » Brunswick-st., C. i 
Gloucestershire : GCHQ -Benhall, Chetetiten toe 
nal decorations and cleaning, F. A. Middlet “& 
paler aera sar Chariton Kings Cheltenham 

pshire : rby-rd., North End. : 
— of a telephone exchange, Brazier by may re 
303/305, | Portswood-rd., Southampton ndon: 
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, ra. 
= ae adaptations t xhibiti 

ames Carmichael (Contrs.), Ltd. Trinity-rd. 
Sees yet itehall, " SWi, internal geisting ood 
Eoating installations, a ko 2 Son, gy 
Essex-st.. WC2. Middlesex: NPL Teddington, West 
rea_ Division (DSIR), Queen’s-rd., eddington 
erection of a new sub-station and resiting of the 
Sates parr eter 1 es, T. Appl Lid. 
9-101, Goldhawk-rd., W12. ‘Oxfordshire: PO En. 
gineers’ Dept.; Britannic Works, — thamten 
Fr “Reason, & F. Booth & Son, Ltd.’ 19 North. 

‘ jury, xon. Perthshire: Telepho: « 
change, Tyree House, Pitlochry, 7 Rm gm a 


version, M. “ 70 wae 
Sues. Young, Esq., Ochtergaen,’’ Pit- 


‘London (War Dept.). 
Department for weal’ ended Ene F sana by War 


Cheshire: Water supply, C. A i y 
Tetons). Ltd., St. Helens; roadwork, We Fle 
aed... Ellesmere Port; building work, Walter Peak’ 

arrington; boiler installation, C. Seward & .Co.. 
Lid. Chester. rag tmberland: Building work, John 

a 3 is rlisle. Hampshire: Floori 
Vigers Bros., Ltd., London Middl: :” Penaieg 
(chain link), Supreme Fencing, Ltd.. Watford. “Mere 
mouthshire: Roofing, John’ Bland & Co. Ltd 
Cardiff. Northumberland: Painting, Reid Bros Car- 
ry — a work, E. J. Logan (Putney) 

Es ndon. iltshire: ildi 
Crockerell, Ltd., _ Ane nga a 


Ludlow.—16 houses at Diddleb for RDC: * 
Brains 4 Wolverhampton), Ltd., po ng as 


Manchester.—Rebuilding of © war-d 
mises at King-st., for Clifford Turner, pe cay MO wt 
Carlyle & Son, Ltd., Elsinore-rd., Trafford Park, 


Manchester. Architects: 
pga none s: Reynolds & Scott, 9. Albert- 


Morecambe & Heysham.—Followi 
Estate for BC:—22 houses and " py vege — my 
Huddleston & Sons, Ltd., Back Sefton-rd., More- 
agp Py —— 8 er a Heysham Building 
ie a leton-rd. : 
Collis & Co., Ltd. a 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Seven -houses -in Firfield-rd 
for the City C: *J. R. i ni “tt. 
Seoseaie andiae Whittal, 225, Hamilton-st.. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—108 flats and maisonett. 
) tee —— oem", estate for the City ro 
y A: George Kenyon: ussi Cc 
The Drive, Gosforth, £162: 500. ° —o 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Modernisation of wards four 





: ss at *Walkergate Hosp. for Newcastle Hosp. 
H 


a Ry eso) me Newcastle. P. H. 
nighton, i : - Bowey & Son, 34, 
North-rd., Newcastle, £45,699. 5 or + ome 

Northampton.—27 flats and maisonettes and 54 
dwellings, Eastfield, for BC. A. Brian Bunch, ARIBA, 
AMTPI. Quantities by Messrs. Ernest Howard & Son, 
27 flats and maisonettes:. *T. Wilson & Son, Ltd., 
65-67, Sheep-st., Northampton, £34,541. 54 two-storey 
dwellings: *Branson & Jones, 36-38, Milton-st., 
Northampton, £67,841. 

Northumberland.—Bedlington West County 
Secondary School for the City C. County A: C. C. 
Brown, County Hall, Newcastle: *Thomas Curry & 
Son, Meldon-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Otley.—38 houses at Weston-la. Estate for UDC: 
*Scott & Sons, Calverley, Yorks, £51,810. 

Peterlee Development Corporation.—List of tenders 
received for erection of 118 houses, Acre Rigg sites. 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., 80, Woodland-rd., 

Darlington ve > “a .. £200,076 
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C. M. Yuill, Ltd., Villiers-st., West Hartie- 











THE BUILDER 


I. Berriman, Ltd., The Woodlands, Fence- 


Peterlee Development Corporation. —List - tenders 
received for erection of 92 houses, Acre Rigg sites. 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., 80, Woodland-rd. Dar- 


March 18 1955 


and Infants’ School: *W. A. Cox (Evesham), Ltd., 


190,528 houses 184,272 Abbey-gate, Evesham, £11,267. 
Bell & Ridley, Ltd., 79, North-rd., Durham 182,763 West H. .—Erection of St. Joseph’s RC 
Tees-side Build ders, Lid., 101, * High-st. ne rim. sch., rave-st., for . Architect, 
Stockton , +2 .. 181,319 omas A. Crawford, LRIBA, 80, ponagees.. 
G. M. Pearson & Son, 19, Front-st., Middlesbrough Ntities by Turner Ing, 
Hetton-le-Hole ‘i * .. 175,028 Middlesbrou; 
Veti & marenes, Ltd., 22, Foyle-st., A. Monk Co., Ltd. c/o ICI, Ltd., PO Box 54, 
Sunderland . 174,870 Wilton Works, Middlesbrough. 
tLane Fox & Co., High ‘Barnes Works, Sun- Taylor & Evans, 22, Elwick-rd., West Hartlepoo!. 
derland 174,690 Coultas & Shaw, Lid., 33, Stephenson-st., Thornaby- 


on-Tees. 
*The Thornton Construction Co., 


Ltd., 30, Bridge- 
we Stockton-on-Tees. 


lington £145,138 est .—Rebuilding of HK. J h’s RC 
I. Berriman, Ltd., The Woodlands, Fence- School for the EC. Architect: T. A. Crawford, 80, 
houses 143,245 Borough-rd., ba tg *Thormon Construc- 
Lane Fox & Co., Ltd., High Barnes’ Works, tion Co., Li Bridge-rd., Stockton. 
Seeteren d 137,254 West H —38 houses in Torquay-Av 
. Yuill, Ltd., Villers-st., West Hartle- *Taylor & Evans, Ltd., Elwick-rd., West. Hartlepoo! 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH 135,617 Whi Bay.—22 houses on the Earsdon Grange 
2 ve “e Edwards, Ltd., 22, Foyle-st., Sun- Estate: *Castles, Ltd., 105, Closefield-gr., Whitley 
derand a in, “19; ee Oe ee a eae 
. - ee I — es at Deneho' y private 0 
bi Be Pearson : ™ satel 015 enterprise: *R. A. Gofton & Sons, Front-st., Monk 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 





Bell & Ridley, Ltd., ‘and Tees-side Builders, te. 
were invited to tender but d¢clined 
Redditch.—9 aged persons dwellings at Poplar-rd. 
for UDC: *C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., 65, Whitmore-rd., 
and 30 houses for 


Birmingham, £12,859. 

Repton.—16 flats RDC: 
*Gregory Housing, Ltd., Worthing. 

Rotherham.—40 houses at Kimberworth Park 
Estate for BC: *D. Weaver & Sons, Ltd., Harling- 

















seaton. 








BROAD-ACHESON 






























































1 Sieleld.—-A ional rene oe ws a7 Ben CTURAL B L 0 C K 5 ee 

rc NS algal gp rompt delivery = 

Sar. ll Fe StS Cae 7 roduction 
itd, Deieaet.. Nottingham. Architect: Gilbert from bigger Pp ‘ 
Bullimore, Stockport. rn 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—Three shops and flats on the 8 A 

Lanehouse-rd. Estate for the TC. Borough E: J. L. CRA 
Watson: *Direct labour, £8,650. 0} 
THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY Thornaby-on-Tees.—34 houses on White House HOU! 
agg *Skeen and Keelan, King-st., Thornaby-on- : pe 

REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION Wakefield.—230 houses at the Kettlethorpe Estate 5 O 

: N. B. se, cat ae -ter.. 

(ges “NB Bell & Co. Las. Franklnd-eer- Ti UT SSD GE a r 
IN THE KINGDOM poner Meese tor CC: Weomt & Olean ie ite 

James, Ray. 22i,607 “Alans and exten: MBL@LV GO LO U pic 

pees aoe nes; een ater. a: 4 31T 
additional classrooms at ord-on-Avon _— SALES, HIRE | ; 

ENROL NOW pata i 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. | 
ws worl a STEEL: CRETE 9 HIGH BEECH ROAD SF 
And over 100 Provincial Branches ected LOUGHTON ESSEX for 
SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES inhadiabatadtostte elect was 
HAVE RONISHED ALL TEPUBLES that 
H OLD OR utl 
ad 
Phone or write : 194 
a FLOORS | [woop siock| | 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 Inspect one that has withstood ; —arct 
“2 gy tan heer FLOORS a 
Telegrams: “ EFFEMBE, Holb., London” HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS § LTD ' 
The Address of your Branch Secretary ae STEVENS & ADAM H a 
will be forwarded STEEL-CRETE LTD. Victoria Works, i pra 
javey House. Strand, Londen, W. 

ass eres Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 | deal 
ka ex pr 

i} =the 

if the 
long 
of f 
‘ agre 
; arcl 
BROTHERS LIMITED ; ws 
| ofte 
BUILDERS i 
i N 
CONTRACTORS ) Ken 
& ENGINEERS | Gor 
: refe 
: ings 
Registered Office: Works? | pee. 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 4 that 
E.C.l KENT | arcl 
MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 chic 








